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ABSTRACT

This research aimed at giving a descriptive account on the maritime English syllabus development for students of Nautical department semester one which accommodates the students’ needs and IMO Model course 3.17. The method employed in this research was a descriptive research with the four alumni, four English lecturers, and twenty five students of the seventh semester at Merchant Marine Polytechnic of Makassar as the participants. The instruments used in collecting the data were questionnaire, interview, and document review and they were analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively. The questionnaire was used to gain the data from students about students’ learning needs. Then, interview to alumni was conducted to get more information about student’ learning needs. Interview to lecturers was conducted to get the information about the existing Maritime English syllabus.  The document review was about IMO Model Course and the existing maritime English syllabus.  The result of the research showed that (1) the nautical department students’ needs to learn four English skills especially speaking and listening and two English elements which are vocabulary and grammar in maritime context (2) the typical contents and proficiency standards IMO Model course 3.17 inquiring to be mastered by students of nautical department are speaking and writing as the productive skill which the contents related to navigation that the topic listed in the textbook as “Discuss navigational routes and geographic location” and direction that the topic listed in the textbook as “Ask for and give direction on board and ashore”(3) the existing maritime English syllabus development for nautical students’ semester one does not meet the requirements of IMO Model Course 3.17 and students’ needs in the areas of the content of language skills, language elements, and the learning activities as English for general purposes (4) the existing maritime English syllabus content is English for general purposes. The vocabulary and grammar are not contextual in maritime terms. It is lack of learning activities which lead to Maritime English.
Keyword:  teaching of English

INTRODUCTION

As one part of the curriculum, syllabus is elaborated into a set of plans in teaching by the teacher. Next, it is executed during the course in order the learners to meet the objectives of learning stated in the curriculum.To achieve the goal of learning English, the learner needs are determined. To do so, the teacher should have analyzed the learners based on the purposes of learning English as a Foreign Language (EFL) namely English for General Purposes (EGP) and English for Specific purposes (ESP). In line with the needs, ESP also concerns on the specific needs of the learners. It is commonly taught to those who study English in a professional work situation, for example Maritime English. Obviously, the specific needs of the learners should be investigated according to their backgrounds or future careers. Those will facilitate the teachers or syllabus designer to design the appropriate syllabus, for instance International Maritime Organization (IMO) model course 3.17 for maritime English.   It is created especially for Maritime English. It describes international course outline containing knowledge, understanding and proficiency to guide the designing of syllabus in maritime educational institution.  The syllabus first should cover the course outline in the IMO Model Course 3.17. In ESP, the teacher or syllabus designer must not neglect the needs, wants and lacks of learners. Therefore, the syllabus should accommodate IMO Model Course 3.17 and also students’ learning needs. In fact, the existing syllabus seems to have not covered all of those requirements. It contains general English, while it should be more maritime terms to achieve the goal of Maritime English. For the crucial one, it has not accommodated the maritime learners’ needs which will lead to the ineffective learning of Maritime English. 
For this reason, the researcher would like to give descriptive account of a syllabus for Nautical Department Students Semester One of Merchant Marine Polytechnic of Makassar.

LITERATURE REVIEW
Nunan  (1988) states that a syllabus is a statement of content which is used as the basis for planning courses of various kinds, and that the task of the syllabus designer is to select and grade this content. Then, task-based syllabus includes purposeful tasks that the students want or need to perform with the language they are learning. This kind of syllabus is suitable for English for specific Purposes (ESP). Belcher (2006) states that ‘ESP assumes that the problems are unique to specific learners in specific contexts and thus must be carefully delineated and addressed with tailored to fit instruction.’  Hence, the teaching of ESP is different from general English. The course should accommodate the things that students’ need to learn. Techniques and procedures for collecting information to be used in syllabus design are referred to as needs analysis. Based on Richards et al. (1992), in language teaching, needs analysis is the process of determining the needs for which a learner or group of  learners requires a language and arranging the needs according to priorities. Therefore, in developing ESP materials, needs assessment makes use of both subjective and objective information (e.g. data from questionnaires, tests, interviews, observation) and seeks to obtain information on: (1) the situations in which a language will be used (including who it will be used with); (2) the objectives and purpose for which the language is needed; (3) the types of communication that will be used (e.g. written, spoken, formal, informal); (4) the level of proficiency that will be required. On the other hand, IMO Model Course 3. 17 is designed specifically for Maritime English course in any maritime academies in the world. This is a course outline which provides knowledge, understanding and proficiency that have to be mastered by students of maritime academies during their studies in achieving the international standard of qualified seafarers. It is as the guidelines for instructors of maritime English to design the syllabus that they will apply in certain maritime academy. 

METHOD
The researcher conducted mixed research method. She employed quantitative and qualitative methods to analyse the data. Johnson and Onwuegbuzie (2004) states that mixed methods research is formally defined as the class of research where the researcher  mixes or combines quantitative and qualitative  research techniques, methods, approaches,  concepts or language into a single study. First, the quantitative method was used to analyse data from questionnaires. The following formula of percentage is considerably to be applied in the research.
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Notes: P
= Percentage


f
= Frequency 


N
= Total Number of Individual (Sudijono, 1994)

Second, in the qualitative approach, the researcher used Interactive model designed by Huberman and Miles in Denzin and Lincoln (1994) as the technique of data analysis which includes data collection, data reduction, data display, and conclusion. 
Research Subject
The subjects of this research were eighth semester students of nautical department, four alumni and four maritime English lecturers. The researcher chose class of eighth semester of nautical department for the representative of the research subject.  Students of Nautical Class D consisting of 25 persons are the participants because they have been studying maritime English for at least two years and have experience of on board training whose vessels are various both in Indonesia and abroad.  Then, four alumni that have been sailing for more than five years in Indonesia and abroad who have the experience of working with distinguish crew’s nationality on board. The last, there are four lecturers as informants. They have been teaching Maritime English for more than five years. 
Data Collection 
The data of the research were obtained from the result of questionnaire, interview and document review. Questionnaire was distributed to the students. It is intended to find out students’ need, want, and lack of learning maritime English. The interview questions are semi structured questions to the alumni to gain more detailed information about students’ needs. Then, the four maritime English lecturers were interviewed to explore deeply and gain important data about students’ need and Maritime English syllabus. At last, document review was intended to know the conformity between the aspects of students’ needs and the content and proficiency standards of IMO Model Course 3.17. 
RESULT

This presents the findings of the data analysis of the data collected from questionnaire, interview and document review. 

Based on the data analysis the researcher obtained from questionnaire, interview and document review. First, the researcher found that the students’ need analysis consist of need, want, and lack of learning maritime English. The need of learning maritime English is for their job as professional seafarers and they need to learn English four skills especially speaking and listening. Then, students want to learn the topic “discuss navigational routes and geographic location” and “ask and give direction on board and ashore”. Students are lack of vocabulary and do not understand grammar. Second, the typical contents and proficiency standard of IMO Model Course 3.17 are in maritime context. Third, the existing maritime English syllabus development for nautical students’ semester one does not meet the requirements of IMO Model Course 3.17 and students’ needs in the areas of the content of language skills, language elements, and the learning activities as English for general purposes. Forth, the existing maritime English syllabus content is English for general purposes.
DISCUSSION 
First, the nautical department students’ needs to learn Maritime English gained through questionnaire and interview were in the matter of four English skills, especially speaking and listening and language elements which are vocabulary and grammar in maritime context. Basically, they need to learn English for their professional job as seafarer. Then, they need to learn English language skill namely speaking, reading, listening, and writing, but speaking and listening are mostly needed to be learned. According to questionnaire result, 92% students voted speaking and 60% listening as language skills in English is highly needed to teach and learn on campus Merchant Marine Polytechnic of Makassar and followed by other skills. The interview data also supports the questionnaire result that 50% alumni stated speaking and listening as the highly needed skill as students on campus Merchant Marine Polytechnic of Makassar and as seafarers. Speaking and listening skills are constructed by some elements of English like vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar, sociolinguistic, and discourse, which it also carries the meaning in conversation. To fulfil the students need as maritime students, speaking and listening also deal with the vocabulary containing maritime term which is relevant with the students’ questionnaire indicating 64% of 25 students’ obstacle in learning English caused by the lack of vocabulary in maritime. 

Acquiring and mastering the Standard Marine Communication Phrases (SMCP) for seafarers facilitate them to understand the direction and navigation, moreover, SMCP includes phrases which have been developed to cover the most important safety-related fields of verbal shore to ship, ship-to-ship and also on board. This aim is to reduce the problem of language barriers at sea and avoid misunderstandings which can cause accidents. As students’ need especially for the nautical students, speaking and listening skills are required to present the maritime terms especially SMCP in teaching and learning English at Campus Merchant Marine Polytechnic of Makassar. In line with Martin (2003), the needs analysis for ESP focuses on gathering detailed language used for vocational or other specific language needs.  Hence, speaking and listening practice for students related to English maritime should be provided and enriched in Merchant Marine Polytechnic of Makassar Syllabus. Certainly, to achieve good speaking and listening skill, not only vocabulary but also the grammar of the language especially English grammar cannot be ignored. As important as vocabulary, grammar needs to be acquired by the students to be understandable both oral and written communication.  
To sum up, the nautical department students’ needs to learn four English skills especially speaking and listening and two English elements which are vocabulary and grammar in maritime context. 
Next, the second issue of this research is the typical contents and proficiency standards IMO Model course 3.17 inquiries to be mastered by students of nautical department. Related to the questionnaire in item the students of nautical department prefer to learn some topics related to navigation and direction on board and ashore which 56% of 25 students for “Discuss navigational routes and geographic location” and 52% of 25 students for “Ask for and give direction on board and ashore”. Navigation and direction on board and ashore as the high preferences to learn by students requires the lecturer to provide more detailed information related to navigation routes, geographic location, and direction signs on board and ashore as their vocabulary enrichment. Further, the contextual vocabulary also needs to perform by the students of nautical department into written and oral communication to gain the good proficiency in speaking and writing. The topics related to navigation and direction on board and ashore are applied as the language use for the students to achieve the speaking and writing proficiency. Of course, contextually, both topics are relevant to English maritime as English for Specific Purposes (ESP). Therefore, the typical contents and proficiency standards IMO Model course 3.17 inquiring to be mastered by students of nautical department are speaking and writing as the productive skill which the contents related to navigation that the topic listed in the model course as “Discuss navigational routes and geographic location” and direction that the topic listed in model course as “Ask for and give direction on board and ashore”. 
The third issue of this research is whether the existing maritime English syllabus for nautical students’ semester one meet the requirements of IMO Model Course 3.17 and students’ needs. To give descriptive account of this issue, Existing maritime English syllabus, IMO Model Course 3.17, and Students’ need are interrelated (see in the table below). 

Table 4. 11 The Interrelation of Students’ Need, IMO Model Course 3.17, and the Existing Maritime English (ME) syllabus

	Aspects
	Students’ Need
	IMO Model Course 3.17
	Existing ME Syllabus
	The Gap Among Them

	Language skill
	Speaking
	· Speaking Activities such as asking and giving direction on board and ashore(performing the SMCP in maritime communication)
	· In the course outline, in every sub topic, the four skills are decided and included in the lesson about certain topics relating to maritime terms. For example,
Topic: 1.  Ask for and give personal data; 1.1 Grammar: revise Present Simple; pronouns

1.2 Vocabulary: adjectives of nationality; 1.3 Phonology: Question intonation; 1.4 Communication skills: listening, speaking, and writing.
	· The learning objectives tend to explain about grammar, not contextual.
· No specific leaning activities for language skills (listening, speaking, reading, writing).
For example, “explain variety of part of speech”, “mention kinds of nouns” and “explain articles”.
	· the specific learning activities  of the four skills in maritime context

· Vocabulary in maritime context

· Grammar in Maritime context 



	
	Writing
	· Writing Activities related to administration and report on board
	
	
	

	
	Reading
	· Comprehending written information the text containing the sailing term (for example SMCP) and operation on board and ashore
	
	
	

	
	Listening
	· Comprehending oral information both simplex and duplex communication containing the sailing term (for example SMCP) and operation on board and ashore
	
	
	

	Language Element
	Vocabulary
	· Maritime term especially SMCP
	· The vocabulary is learned based on the topic related to maritime field
· The maritime vocabulary are included in the course outline based on the decided topics
	· General vocabulary  
	

	
	Grammar
	· Simple present, Imperative sentence, topic of “discuss navigational routes and geographic location” and “ask and give direction on board and ashore”
	· The grammar is decided each sub topic based on maritime context
	· General English
	


The table above explains the students’ need and the availability existing syllabus to in accommodating students’ needs related to IMO Model Course 3.17. Generally, the existing syllabus describes the language skills and language elements into English for general purposes which its content is irrelevant for the students’ of nautical department. In fact, Van Ek (in Nunan, 1988) emphasized one of the necessary components of a language syllabus is the situations in which the foreign language will be used, including the topics which trill is dealt with. Also, the existing syllabus does not clearly describe for those activities of language skills and elements whereas another necessary component of language syllabus is the language activities in which the learner will engage (Van Ek in Nunan, 1988).

Conversely, IMO Model Course 3.17 includes a course framework (detailing the scope, objective, entry standards, and other information about the course), a course outline (timetable), a detailed teaching syllabus (including the learning objective and competences that should have been achieved when the course has been completed by students) and guidance notes for the instructor. Many courses of IMO include background information for students, in a compendium. Related to outline above, it is concluded that the existing maritime English syllabus for nautical students’ semester one does not meet the requirements of IMO Model Course 3.17 and students’ needs. 

The last issue of this research is how Maritime English syllabus accommodates the requirements of IMO Model Course 3.17 and students’ needs. To accommodate the requirements of IMO Model Course 3.17 and students’ needs, maritime English syllabus does not cover three areas as the students’ need in nautical department, namely language skills, language elements, and the learning activities which the contents is related to Maritime English. The following points below give descriptive account related to the three areas:

1. Language skills namely speaking, writing, reading, and listening. As explained in the first issue of this research, all skills are required the contextual contents (Maritime English topic); therefore,  in the existing syllabus those are general English context;
2. Language elements, (in this case: vocabulary and grammar) vocabulary not containing maritime term which it is relevant with the students’ questionnaire indicating 64% of 25 students’ obstacle in learning English caused by the lack of vocabulary in maritime and the grammatical language construction is interrelated to the language skills and vocabulary;
3. Learning activities, the existing syllabus does not provide clear learning activities for each skill and element of English to practice the students’ understanding. Especially for language skills, learning activities determine the students’ outcome of learning so that learning activities provision facilitates students to actualize their theoretical learning in the classroom.

To make the syllabus of Maritime English for Nautical student’s semester one relevant to student’s needs and IMO model course 3.17, it has to fulfil those areas. Here is the newly designed syllabus;
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pairs

14 Read a letter about the life on
board

15. Identify the grammar and
vocabulary

16. Discuss the grammar and
vocabulary with partners

17. Wite a letterindividually

PEEEEETS

Free Time
1. Expressing
likes and
dislikes

2. Describing

leisure
activities

-2X60

(Theory)
-2X60

(Practice)

- Students do
the role play
‘about “film"

2. Students

wiite aletter
to friend
about life an
board





Note: 

*) newly added language skills and language elements based on IMO Model Course 3.17 and students’ learning needs

*) modified learning activities to fulfil students’ learning needs 

REFERENCES:

T1  
Nisbet, kuts, Logie, Marlin English for Seafarers study pack 1 ( book and audio cassete). Edinbrugh, Marlins, 1997

T6
Murphy Raymond, 1995, English Grammar in Use 2nd.ed. Cambridge University Press. 

R1
Standard Marine Communication Phrases ( SMCPs )

CONCLUSION
 Based on the result of data analysis above, it is concluded that: (1) The nautical department students’ semester one need to learn four English skills, especially speaking and listening and two English elements which are vocabulary and grammar in maritime context, (2) The typical contents and proficiency standards IMO Model course 3.17 inquiring to be mastered are speaking and writing as the productive skill which the contents related to navigation “Discuss navigational routes and geographic location” and direction “Ask for and give direction on board and ashore”, (3) The existing maritime English syllabus  development for nautical students’ semester one does not meet the requirements of IMO Model Course 3.17 and students’ needs in the areas of the content of  language skills, language elements, and the learning activities as English for general purposes, (4)The existing maritime English syllabus content is English for general   purposes. The vocabulary and grammar are not contextual in maritime terms. It is lack of learning activities which lead to Maritime English.  
SUGGESTION
After conducting the research, the researcher gives several suggestions as follows: (1)The syllabus of Maritime English for nautical department semester one should include language skills especially speaking and listening and two English elements which are vocabulary and grammar in maritime context, (2) In developing Maritime English syllabus for nautical department students semester, the lecturers or syllabus designer should consider  the typical contents and proficiency standards IMO Model course 3.17 which are speaking and writing as the productive skill and the contents related to navigation and direction “Discuss navigational routes and geographic location” and “Ask for and give direction on board and ashore”, (3) To accommodate the students learning needs and IMO Model Course 3.17, the syllabus of maritime English for nautical department students semester one should cover three areas as follows (a) Language skills namely speaking, writing, reading, and listening. As the contextual content, those skills deal with the contents of lesson related to maritime English and so does language element. All of those are required the contextual contents (Maritime English topic); (b) Language elements, (in this case: vocabulary and grammar) vocabulary containing maritime term and the grammatical language construction is interrelated to the language skills and vocabulary; (c) Learning activities, especially for language skills, learning activities determine the students’ outcome of learning so that learning activities provision facilitates students to actualize their theoretical learning in the classroom, (4) The content and proficiency of Maritime English syllabus should be in maritime context, (5) For further researcher who wants to conduct the research in the same field of need analysis (NA) is that she/he can conduct NA for many sides; it could be conducting NA for developing the institution’s curriculum, it could be for developing the material, and it could be to evaluate the syllabus.
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