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ABSTRACT
Some students think that it is hard or difficult to write, especially argumentative writing. The competence of writing especially argumentative paragraph, in general, is low.  Because students don’t have reading culture, Conventional method of teaching and  the teacher doesn’t involve the technology especially internet in teaching writing.  This research aimed to (1) to examine whether or not the use of Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistance (ICA) can enhance the argumentative writing skill of the first year students of SMA Islam Athirah Kajaolalido in 2016-2017 academic year. (2) To examine the students’ interest in using Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant class in learning writing argumentative paragraph.
The design of the research is quasi experimental research with two group of pretest-posttest design. The population of the research were the first year students of SMA Islam Athirah Kajaolalido academic year 2016 - 2017 which was 120 students. Whereas for sample, the researcher used cluster random sampling. The researcher chose X MIA 2 as Experimental Class and Class X IIS 1 as Control Class.In this research, the researcher used two kinds of instruments. They were writing test and questionnaire.
The procedure of collecting data of  both experimental and control group through Jacob’s Scoring Rubrics to know the student’s Score of Writing. While for Scoring the student’s interest in using Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant, the researcher used LikertScale . The data which were collected through students writing test showed that the students’ skill in writing argumentative text by using the Nicenet Internet Classroom Asissant (ICA) can be enhanced considerably either in control group and experimental group. The data showed that writing argumentative text by using the Nicenet Internet Classroom Asissant (ICA) gave better effect in learning writing than the lecturing technique. 
The Nicenet Internet Classroom Asissant (ICA) increased the students’ argumentative writing skill more significantly than the lecturing technique. The researcher recommends the teacher to use the Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA) because it has a lot of advantages even though it also has some disadvantages.
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INTRODUCTION
JonnerSimarmata (2007) found out that the competence of writing especially argumentative paragraph, in general, is low.One cause is the students don’t have a reading habit since they were in high school so that they get difficulties in producing a writing. Another cause is conventional method of teaching such as lecturing technique, has proven  inadequate in equip them to write better and properly. 
Furthermore, the lack of knowledge and experience of material development.The teacher doesn’t involve the technology especially internet in teaching writing. 
Responding to these problems, the researcher is interested in conducting a research under the title “Examining The Effects of NicenetInternet Classroom Assistant (ICA)on Students’ Argumentative writing skill at the First Year of  SMA Islam Athirah Kajaolalido.”
Based on the background above, the researcher formulates the following research questions as follow: 
1. What is the effect ofusing Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA)on students’ argumentative writing skill at the first year of SMA Islam AthirahKajaolalidoin 2016-2017 academic year?
2. What is the degree of students’ interest toward the use of Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant class?

RELATED LITERATURE
Previous Related Studies
Based on the previous related findings, the researcher conclude that this research is different from the findings of Kan’s research and Cherrie L. Kassem’s& Phyllis A. McCraw’s journal. Kan’s finding focus on online classroom for Faculty of Engineering Technology in KUiTTHO (KolejUniversitiTeknologiTun Hussein Onn, Malaysia) and Cherrie L. Kassem’s& Phyllis A. McCraw’s journal concern to learn student’s perceptions regarding Nicenet use.
The other finding shows that this research is also different from Yuliana’s finding, but has some similarities.  Yuliana’s findings concern to Improve students’ motivation through electroninc learning (Nicenet) in learning English to The Students at The fourth Semester in English Education Departement of STAIN, while this research prefers to find out the effects of using Nicenet internet classroom assistant on student’s writing  skill in writing argumentative text in at the first year of SMA Islam AthirahKajaolalido in academic year 2016 - 2017.

Some Pertinent Ideas
Argumentative writing
Argumentative writing is the effort to use arguments in writing to persuade and convince others to adopt researcher’s point of view (Woodman, 1998). There are two kinds of argument :The pro and The contra argument. Structure and expressions used in pro argument is the ideas proposed should be arranged from weakest to strongest. To support a proposition, clauses beginning with ‘because’. Whereas, in the contra argument, it should be begun by compromising any indisputable, irrefutable, points of the opponent’s side. Some transitional words and phrases can be used are ‘indeed’, ‘but’, ‘however’, ‘moreover’, ‘nevertheless’, ‘beside’, ‘on the other hand’, and ‘therefore’ to introduce the arguments in favor of the researcher’s position. 

Concept of Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant
Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA) is a simple course management tool that allows the teachers to add basic web-based components to their class. It has a simple interface, low graphics in order to increase connection speeds, and the teachers can create a class site with just a few minutes. Nicenet ICA is designed for post-secondary classrooms and offers Web-based conferencing, personal messaging, document sharing, scheduling and link/resource sharing. Designed by Internet professionals who have donated their time, it is provided free of charge and without advertising. Server space for Nicenet ICA is donated by Northwestern University. 
Nicenet ICA provides the teachers with a new way to communicate with their students and for the students to communicate and share their work and ideas with each other. All students will have access to Nicenet ICA as long as they have access to a computer with an Internet connection and a Web browser. When the teachers create a course, they will have to choose a username and a password. Then, the teachers will get a "Class Key" which is the codes that they will give totheir students so that they can join the online course.

How to Use TheNicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA)
1). Teachers create the classroom in the form below:
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2). After completing this form and clicking on “create a class” we will be taken to a page that looks like this: 
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This page has a code on it that the teachers will give totheir students to access their class. Make sure the teachers save that number, and email which nicenet.org sends them that contains it. Then, click on the “Finish Registration “ butto
3. On this page enter your login information and click the “login” button:
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4. The teachers are now logged into their class. The page should look something 
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On this page, the teachers can edit all of the features and start posting. The teacherscan go through each area they plan to use and have it set up before they tell their students to log in. The teachers can also edit their user info and profile from this page. 
5.When the teachers have everything set up, they can  givetheir students the login info. They will be taken to this page after clicking on the student join a class link 
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On this page, the students will type the code that is given when the teachers create the page. Then, the teachers have them click on the “join the class” button.
6) The students will be taken to this page and they will fill out the information just like the teachersalready did. When they finish, click the “ join the class” button. The students will be taken to a page that looks like this :
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Have the students save their username and click the “finish registration” button. They will be taken to a page that looks like this. 
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Have  the students input their login information and click the  “log in the ICA” button. 
1) After the students log in they will be taken to a page that will look similar to this :
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METHOD OF THE RESEARCH
Design of the Research
The design of the research is quasi experimental research with two group of pretest-posttest design. The first group is experimental group which will be treated usingNicenet Internet Classroom Assistant, while the second group is the control group which will be treated using lecturing technique. Before the treatment, both groups will be given pretest to know their preliminary writing ability. In the last meeting, the students of the two groups will be given posttest to know their post writing ability.

Population and Sample
The population of the research was the first year students of SMA Islam AthirahKajaolalido academic year 2016-2017 that consisted of four classes. Each class consisted of 23  students. The number of population was 92 students. The researcher got class X MIA 2 as Experimental Class and Class X IIS 1 as Control Class.

Instrument of the Research
In this research, the researcher usedtwo kinds of instruments. They were writing test and questionnaire.
Experiment
a. Experimental Group
The treatment was conducted for four meetings with different topics respectively. The students were asked to write argumentative text about the topics given. The general procedure for each meeting as following:
b. Control Group 
The independent variable in control group is instructional technique and the dependent variable is argumentative writing.Similar to the experimental group, the treatment of control group would be conducted in four meetings. The treatment of control group is in the form  of Presentation, Practice and Production (P3).

Procedure of Collecting Data
The procedure of collecting data for both the experimental and the control group as following:
1. Pretest 
Both the experimental group and the control group were given pretest, namely writing based on the topic given under the title: “This house would ban non- smoker in public places”. It lastedfor 90 minute.
2. Posttest
The posttest was given to both experimental and control group after the treatment. The students were asked to write a text based on the topic given under the title: “This house would ban smoking in the public space”. It lasted for 90 minutes. 
3. Questionnaire
	The questionnaire was distributed to the students of experimental group after the posttest. It aimed at knowing the students’ interest in learning writing through the NicenetInternet Classroom Assistant (ICA).
Technique of Data Analysis
The procedure of collecting data ofboth experimental and control group as following:Data for the WriitngTest
a. Scoring the result of the students’ writing test. 
b. b. Tabulating the score of all components
c. Classifying the score of the students
d. Calculating the mean score, standard deviation, the t-test between writing of the experimental and the control group using SPSS 23.0 version.
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
Findings
1. Students’ argumentativewriting skill 
a. Scoring Classification of Students pretest
Before conducting the treatment the researcher gave a pretest. After giving the treatment, the students got the posttest. The pretest and posttest were compared to know the students’ achievement in writing argumentative text. 
The Pretest showed thatnone of students of experimental and control group, were at ‘very good’ category. In Experimental Group there was only 1 student or (4.54%) of all students got “Good” category. Then, 3 students were in average category (13.63%). For ‘Poor’ category, 11 (50%) of 22 students were classified in this category. In the lowest grade, there were 7 or (31.81%) of them got ‘very poor’ category. Based on students pretest result for experimental group, the researcher concluded that most students were at ‘poor’ category.  
               In control group, the findings indicated that the result of “Good” and “Average” category were the same, i.e., there were 3 students (13.04%) respectively. Whereas 13 or (56.52%) of 23 students were at ‘Poor’ category. For the lowest grade, 4 (17.39%) of them got ‘Very Poor’ category. 
Most of the students either in control group or experimental group were at ‘poor’ category and none of them was at ‘very good’ category. It meant that before the treatment, the students hadthe  same skill in writing. They were classified as ‘good”, ‘average’, ‘poor’ and ‘very poor’ category.  
b. Scoring classification of students posttest
The students posttest indicated the students’ skill in experimental group is higher than the students’ skill in control group. In experimental class, 14 students (63.63 %) got ‘very good’ category and 7 students (31.81%) got ‘good’ category. Only 1 (4.54%) of all students in experimental class got ‘average’ category. No more students got ‘poor’ and ‘very poor’ category.
On the other hand, in control group, none of the students got ’very good’ category. Only 4 students (17.39 %) got ‘good’ category, 8 students (34.78%) got ‘average’ category. There were still 10 students (43.47%) got ‘poor’ category. While for ‘very poor’ category, there was still 1 student (4.34%) remained. Some students in experimental group got ‘very good’ category and no more students got ‘poor’ and ‘very poor’ category. Whereas, the number of students in control group who got  ‘very poor’ and ‘poor’ category were not significantly different between pretest and posttest. There were many students got those two categories. None of the students in control group got ‘very good’ category. It meant that the category in experimental group was better than in control group. Therefore, the using of the Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA) in writing argumentative textwas considered more effective than the lecturing technique. 
For the mean score of five writing components are not significantly different between the control group and experimental group. The average of the mean score in control group (12.74) is higher than the average of the mean score in experimental group (11.61). So, the difference of mean score of pretest on five aspects of writing is just (1.13). 
Based on the data, the mean score of five writing components are different between the control group and experimental group. The average of the mean score in experimental group (15.44) is higher than the average of the mean score in control group (12.53). This finding also indicates that the use of the Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA) is more effective to enhance students’ skill in writing argumentative text than using the lecturing technique. So, the difference of mean score of pretest on five aspects of writing is 2.91. 
c. The mean Score and Standard Deviation of Students’ Pretest
Before the treatment, both experimental and control groups were given pretest to know the students’ ability in writing. Furthermore, the purpose of the test was to find out whether both experimental and control group were at the same level or not.
The mean score of experimental group was different with control group before treatment. The mean score of pretest of experimental group was 54.41 while the mean score of pretest of control group was 58.91.  The score indicates that control group had a higher score than the experimental group in pretest.
The mean score of the experimental group is higher than the mean score of control group (89.2763.57). The score 89.27 is classified as good category but 63.57 is classified as average category. It means that the use of the Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA) in writing argumentative text which was applied in experimental is more successful to enhance the students’ skill in writing argumentative text than the lecturing technique which was applied in control group.
To know the difference of the students’ mean score of pretest and posttest, it must be decided whether or not it is statistically significant. In order to answer the question, the researcher applied independent sample t- test below:
[image: ]Table  Independent Sample t – test by using SPSS version 23.0

Based on the independent sample t –test, the researcher elaborated the data more detail below. 
Table .4.8. The Independent Sample t-test of Students’ Pretest 
Variable                 P. Value (sign)        α                              Remarks    
    Posttest                         .013                     0.05                  Not Significantly Different
Based on statistics test shown above, it is concluded that the probability value is bigger than the level of significance. (0.013.05). It was concluded that the level of students skill both in experimental and control group were the same before treatment. 

Table  The Independent Sample t-test of Students’ Posttest 
Variable        t         P. Value/sig (2 –tailed)      α                            Remarks    
    Posttest      12.497            0 .000                     0.05                  Significantly Different
Based on statistics test shown above, it was concluded that the probability value is smaller than the level of significance 0.05 (0.000.05). The gained score was achieved where t-test is bigger that t – table (12.497 > 0.05) 
It meant that there was a significant difference between experimental and control group after the treatment.  The experimental group had higher score than control group after being taught by using the Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant. The conclusion is   H1was accepted and H0 was rejected. 
2. Interest 
	The findings showed that writing argumentative text by using the Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA)could enhance the interest of the first year students’ of SMA Islam AthirahKajaolalido Academic Year 2016-2017. 
In relation to the findings of the students’ interest on the percentage analysis on the table above, it shows that all the students’ were interested in studying writing argumentative text by using the Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA). 13 (59.09%) students were strongly interested, 9 (40.90 %) students were interested. It was found that the highest score was 97 and the lowest score was 69, it meant that these scores were categorized as ‘strongly interested’ and ‘interested’ categories.
The mean score of students’ interest was 80.93% which indicated “interested” category. It was concluded that all students were interested in studying argumentative writing by using the Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA) which was applied by the researcher during the treatments.

DISCUSSION
1. The  interpretation of the Test Result
The Nicenet Internet Classroom Asissant (ICA) and lecturing technique could be used in teaching argumentative text. However, the Nicenet Internet Classroom Asissant (ICA) increased the students writing skill more significantly than the lecturing technique. It also meant that this technique significantly enhanced students’ writing skill in argumentative text.
2. The Interpretation of the Questionnaire.
Using the Nicenet Internet Classroom Asisstant (ICA) in teaching argumentative text is proven more effective and efficient in enhancing students’ writing skill. 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
Using Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA)in this study enhanced the students’ writing skill  significantlyfrom ‘poor’ to ‘good’ level of category. It is also found that Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA)increased the students’ interest in learning argumentative writing. The degree of interest was ‘Very Highly interested’. Therefore, this study is not only expected to contribute in teachers’ teaching techniques but also to give chance for the students to practice their writing creatively.The researcher suggestthe English teachers to use Nicenet Internet Classroom Assistant (ICA)to enhance students’ skill and interest in writing argumentative text.
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