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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

This chapter consists of background, problem statement, objective, significance, and scope of the research. 
A. Background
Mood and readiness are known as students’ personality characteristics that are different from one another and affect their learning differently as well. Some students just pay attention to their teacher; they do not really listen to the materials, while others, they really listen to the teachers. Students will think more positively and extensively when they are in a good mood. For students to succeed in learning, they need to believe that they can learn and what they are learning is useful, relevant, and meaningful for them. They need to know that they belong to the classroom and they are responsible for their own learning. Teaching and learning English as a foreign language should empower and not weaken the spirit of the learner. It should inspire and awaken the learner to make language learning a lifelong process. In line with this assumption, Rasyid (2013: 6) states that an EFL teacher should always be in the mood of teaching in the sense that he/she is in the right and best state of mind for teaching. Teacher should put enthusiasm, enjoyment, optimism and sincerity.  Likewise, learners have to put those four characteristics that will cover learning mood and they should also put readiness before, during and after learning process. 
Enthusiasm in learning means strong excitement or strong feeling learning process. Students need enthusiasm; it becomes the source of a powerful motivation to learn and makes the process of learning activities more understandable. Enjoyment means getting pleasure of learning process. As Frettlöh (2001: 15) notes that enjoying learning is thus associated with readiness to learn, and with motivation for learning. It means that students enjoy their learning process because they are ready to learn and have prepared well before entering the classroom. Optimism in learning expresses hopeful and emphasizes good achievement or outcome, students believe that good things will happen in the future, and there is no worry of failure or they are not afraid of making mistakes. Sincerity in learning shows students’ deep feeling. Beside those four characteristics above, students’ readiness also affect students’ learning process. Readiness covers students’ punctuality it means that students come to the class on time, and they also prepare their all things needed in the classroom.
The researcher in her preliminary observation at State University of Makassar on May 13th, 2015 found that the students generally have inconsistent mood in learning, for instance, they enjoyed their seat, kept eye contact to the lecturer in the first ten minutes and in a little while, some of them made any motions indicating that they did not enjoy the learning process anymore. To support what the researcher had found, she had interviewed two students of English Education Study Program on September 24th, 2015. They said that their mood in learning is changing, sometimes they are in good mood in learning but in other times they do not enjoy the learning process because they have not prepared well before entering the classroom, they worried if the lecturer asked about the previous materials. In relation to the readiness, particularly their important tools in learning, such as pen and book, they sometimes forget to bring them, hence, if their lecturer gave quiz before beginning the lesson, they have to borrow their friend’s pen even request for piece of paper. 
The importance of this research 
Mood and readiness in learning process becomes an important issue to investigate because the students’ mood and readiness influence their learning process. They come to the class to receive new information or new materials, their mood and readiness will influence students to receive those materials. Hence, it is important for the researcher to conduct this research to know the learning mood and readiness of English Education students at State University of Makassar in attending Method of Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) subject since the students are educational program students and they are prepared as a teacher so it can be as a chance for them in their future. 
The urgency of this research

It is undeniable that learning mood and readiness can affect students learning process. Learning mood covers students’ enthusiasm, enjoyment, optimism, and sincerity. Learning readiness covers students’ punctuality and preparation in attending Method of TEFL subject. Therefore, it becomes a matter for students who do not realize this problem.  For these reason above, this research is urgent to conduct to know students’ mood and readiness in learning process.
The feasibility of this research

This research is feasible to be conducted in English Education Study Program of State University of Makassar since it will give contribution for teachers and students, teacher gets reference related to learning mood and readiness of students in learning process. For students, they can realize that their mood and readiness influence their learning process. Additionally, the researcher obtains data to know the learning mood and readiness of English Education Study Program students at State University of Makassar in learning process.
The novelty of this research 
Some researchers have conducted related research to learning mood and readiness. In terms of learning mood, the previous researchers Febrilia and Warokka (2011) focused on students’ mood, whether it is positive or negative or they focused on one aspect of those characteristics mention above, for instance, Zheng and Zhou (2014) investigated students’ enthusiasm in learning. On the contrary, the present researcher will cover them all namely enthusiasm, enjoyment, optimism and sincerity as part of students’ mood. Additionally, the previous researches related to the readiness, they mostly researched on the readiness of autonomous learning, for instance, Koçak (2003) researched on the learners’ readiness for autonomous learning, while the present researcher puts readiness as students’ preparation in learning.
Referring to the importance, urgency, feasibility and novelty, the researcher is interested to conduct a research under the title, The Learning Mood and Readiness of English Education Study Program Students at State University of Makassar.
B. Problem Statement
Based on the background, the main concern of this research is the descriptive account of the students’ learning mood and readiness is not available. On the other hand, the information is very useful to better in learning process. In regard to this problem, this research attempted to investigate the learning mood and readiness of English Education students at State University of Makassar. Based on the stated research problem and the attempt to be pursued, the research questions are put forward as in the following.
1. How is the learning mood of the sixth semester students of English Education Study Program in attending Method of Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) subject?
This first major question includes the four ensuing minor research questions as follows:

a. Are the students enthusiastic in learning Method of TEFL subject?

b. Do the students enjoy learning Method of TEFL subject? 

c. Are the students optimistic in learning Method of TEFL subject?
d. Are the students sincere in learning Method of TEFL subject?
2. How is the learning readiness of the sixth semester students of English Education Study Program in attending Method of Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) subject?
C. Objectives of the Research
In relation to the problem statement and the research questions, the objectives of this research are to give descriptive account of:

1. the learning mood of the sixth semester students of English Education Study Program in attending Method of TEFL subject, covering their enthusiasm, enjoyment, optimism and sincerity.
2. the learning readiness of the sixth semester students of English Education Study Program in attending Method of TEFL subject.
D. Significance of the Research
The findings of this research are expected to give both theoretical and practical contribution. Theoretically, the findings are contributive to enrich the existing theory of learning mood and readiness. Practically, the findings of this research are expected to give contribution both teachers and students. For teachers, this research is expected to provide reference related to learning mood and readiness of students in learning process, so they could know students’ mood and readiness in learning. For students, they could realize that their mood and readiness influence their learning process, so they could maintain or increase their mood and readiness in learning. 
E. Scope of the Research

There are three main areas of the scope of this research, namely discipline, content and activity. Since, this research focused on learning mood and readiness of the sixth semester students of English Education study program at State University of Makassar, this research is under the umbrella of Applied Linguistics and Psycholinguistics that puts English language teaching and learning as the major of this research. By content, this research covers learning mood and readiness. In terms of the learning mood, it is divided into (1) enthusiasm, (2) enjoyment, (3) optimism and (4) sincerity in learning Method of TEFL subject, while the readiness covers students’ punctuality and preparation in learning. By activity, the researcher administers questionnaire, interviews the students and observes the teaching and learning process of English Education students in the classroom. Thus, the researcher descriptively analyzes those two aspects mentioned above that is the learning mood and readiness of students in attending Method of TEFL subject.
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