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ABSTRACT
This study aims to analyze the occurrence and explain the pattern of contestation on the pros
and cons of Covid-19 vaccination in Makassar City. The study used a qualitative approach with

data collection methods through interviews, observation and documentation. The results show



that the discourse of vaccination is not only healthy but also political and economic. The pattern
of contestation of knowledge possessed by the pro and contra community in the arena of health,
politics and economics shows a pattern of contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-
vaccine community dominates the discourse and knowledge milling about in the community
and on social media compared to those against the Covid-19 vaccine. This symptom can be
seen in the crowded places where the vaccination is being visited by the public, long queues

are always seen every time there is an implementation of vaccination carried out for free.



INTRODUCTION

One of the phenomena that exist in the community is the vaccination program that has
been launched by the government for free. Despite the proven importance of vaccination for
the health and well-being of the population, many people opt out of the government vaccination
schedule. The phenomenon in some countries, where vaccination rates are below 95%, puts
people at risk for infectious diseases that can be prevented by immunization (UK Health
Security Agency, 2014).

Vaccines are germs (viruses) that are weakened to produce active immunity when
introduced into the human body. Vaccines with all their capabilities to prevent morbidity and
mortality from infectious diseases are the greatest achievements in the field of public health
(Poland & Jacobson, 2001). Vaccines played an important role in the 20th century because they
succeeded in eradicating smallpox (smallpox) in 1974 and polio in 2014 (Maglione et al.,
2014).

Vaccine development does not necessarily go smoothly. When vaccines become more
popular, certain groups and understandings are born that reject them, namely the anti-vaccines.
There are discussions in the community and on the internet about the anti-
vaccination/immunization movement. Research results show that this new movement emerged
when the smallpox vaccination was introduced and continues to this day (Wolfe & Sharp,
2002). The methods of disseminating information have changed since the 19th century, but the
issues raised by the anti-vaccination community remain the same today. When traced, the
number of internet sites that discuss anti-vaccination will be far more than sites that promote
vaccination. Most of the content is similar, copied over and over from one site to another
(Kristyanto, 2012). The article was written as if it was evidence-based medicine because it

featured the names of experts with very convincing data and figures.



Over time, the anti-vaccine movement was not only crowded on the internet but also
seminars were held in universities. Even the speaker is a doctor (Kristyanto, 2012). Doctors as
‘experts' are valued for their knowledge, both in terms of theory and clinical skills, so that any
information conveyed by a doctor will be easily believed by a patient. Including anti-vaccine
propaganda. One of the famous figures for his refusal to be vaccinated is Sherri Tenpenny, an
osteopath from Ohio, United States (detikNews, 2015). Some of his works related to anti-
vaccination, such as: (1) Saying No to Vaccines, contains an explanation of why vaccines are
detrimental to health, including vaccine complications such as asthma, autism, ADHD, and
immune disorders (Tenpenny, 2008); and (2) FOWL! Bird Flu: It's Not What You Think, which
describes how bird flu correlates with vaccination (Tenpenny, 2006).

Various factors can influence people's decisions about vaccination, one potential one
being the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspiracy theorists
explain the main causes of important events as the covert actions of certain groups who cover
up information to suit their interests (Brotherton, 2015; Cichocka et al., 2016). For example,
popular conspiracy theorists allege that the 9/11 attacks were orchestrated by the United States
government to justify the war on terror and that climate change is a hoax orchestrated by
climate scientists to secure research funding (Swami et al., 2010); Wood & Douglas, 2015).
According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccination, data is
falsified and the dangerous side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to ensure that
pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit & Moser, 2011). For
example, Oliver & Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors and the
government would prefer vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism, 20% agreed
and 36% did not. This study aims to examine the relationship between vaccination in children

and autism.



The practice of vaccination is not only symbolic but also closely related to body
appearance, identity, class and social relations. Symbols and performances are transmitted,
learned, and reproduced within families, across generations and within groups and
communities (Lunnay et al., 2011). Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new
contribution. Some scholars have criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine indecision
and vaccine refusal to recognize the gender and relational aspects of parenting as decision-
making (Conis, 2021). Streefland et al., (1999) groundbreaking anthropological work
introduced the notion of a 'local vaccination culture’ rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The debate about the pros and cons in Indonesia that is currently popular is the use of
the Covid-19 vaccine, which is being implemented by the Indonesian government. The
implementation of the Covid-19 vaccination was marked by the first vaccination by President
Joko Widodo on January 13, 2021. The first wave, the vaccination period starts from January
- April 2021 by targeting the main target health workers as many as 1.4 million followed by
the elderly (elderly) as many as 21,5 million, then public officers as many as 17.4 million
people. The second wave, starting in April — March 2021, is targeting a range of people, namely
those in areas with a high risk of transmission, the number of which is estimated at around 63.9
million, followed by other communities, which number around 77.4 million people with a
cluster approach by the availability of vaccines (Badan Penelitian dan Pengembangan
Kesehatan Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia, 2021). Researchers found that there
are many pros and cons regarding the Covid-19 vaccine.

WHO recommends that all countries must implement a Covid-19 vaccine program.
Every element of society has an important role in achieving Covid-19 vaccination. According
to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception can affect his health behaviour.
Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for each individual, which is also

influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al., 2018). Ordinary people are restless



because they think that everything that contains pork in it is haram under any circumstances,
plus many hoax issues are circulating about the impact of giving vaccines. The Covid-19
vaccination campaign program was launched before vaccination began, but the fact is that after

vaccination began, there were people who refused to be vaccinated.

Objectives

1. Analyzing the spread of knowledge behind the emergence of contestation on the pros and
cons of the implementation of the Covid-19 vaccination in Makassar City.

2. Analyzing the mechanism of the contestation pattern of pro and con discourse on the

implementation of the Covid-19 vaccination in Makassar City.

METHODOLOGY
Location and Type of Research

This research will be conducted in Makassar City, South Sulawesi Province. This type
of research is qualitative with a constructivist paradigm. Qualitative research allows interaction
between researchers and researchers as in the tradition of the constructivist paradigm so that
the data adapted is natural. Truth is a shared understanding of social reality in the form of
intersubjectivity that was born as a result of the interaction between the researcher and the
researcher. The research targets are people who are actively involved in discourse contestation
both in the real world and in cyberspace. Informants will be selected by purposive sampling,
where each informant will be selected according to the research objectives and understanding
of the problem under study, namely at least already involved in pro debates and cons when the

Covid-19 vaccine crew period starts until the time this research is carried out.

Methods of Data Collection, Processing and Analysis



Based on the source, the data used is divided into two categories, namely primary data
and secondary data. Primary data was obtained directly from several respondents. Primary data
collection techniques were carried out through in-depth interviews, participatory observations,
documentation and Focus Group Discussions (FGD). The main form of interview used is an
in-depth interview. The author also conducts the informal conversational interview, which is
an interview technique that takes place spontaneously and freely (Denzin & Lincoln, 2011).
While secondary data is obtained from several related agencies such as government agencies,
as well as written data from various sources such as books, journals, and research results.

Data analysis went through three stages, namely; first, the data reduction process that
focuses on the selection, simplification, abstraction and transformation of rough data from field
notes. In this process, data that are relevant to the research focus and data that do not meet the
inclusion-exclusion criteria are selected. The second stage is data presentation, namely the
compilation of information into statements that allow concluding. The data is presented in the
form of narrative text, initially scattered and separated from various sources of information,
and then classified according to the theme and needs of analysis. The third stage is drawing
conclusions based on data reduction and presentation. Conclusion drawing takes place
gradually from general conclusions at the data reduction stage, then becomes more specific at
the data presentation stage, and more specifically at the actual conclusion drawing stage. This
series of processes shows that the qualitative data analysis in this study combines the stages of
data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing repeatedly and cyclically (Miles &

Huberman, 1994; Moleong, 1999)

RESULTS

Discourse Contest between the Pros and Cons of the Covid-19 Vaccine



The implementation of the Covid-19 vaccination in Makassar City is marked by the
presence of people who are pro and contra. Despite the various socialization efforts that have
been carried out by the government to invite the public to implement the vaccine there are still
many people who do not want to implement the vaccine. Debates about the pros and cons of
discourse in the public sphere and social media always occur.

The Health Human Resources (HR) group appears to have carried out vaccinations 1
and 2 and has reached 100% already vaccinated. Meanwhile, public officials such as Lecturers,
Teachers, Soldiers, Police, and State Civil Apparatus (ASN), including private employees,
have reached 89.12% who have received the second vaccine or 611,985 of the 694,477 people
targeted for the vaccine. While the elderly group only reached 20.01% or 150,871 people who
received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine only reached 12.78%
or 96,315 people. While the general public showed that of the 4,571,997 people who were
targeted for the vaccine, only about 34.57% or 1,580,455 people had received the first vaccine,
while those who received the second vaccine only reached 20.05% or 916,603 people who had
just received the vaccine. 2. While the group of adolescents who became the target group was
978,890 people and those who had received vaccine 1 had reached 50.94% or 498,631 people,
while those who had received the second vaccine were 30.38% or 297,425 people. Overall, of
the 7,058,141 who were targeted for the new vaccine, around 42.92% or 3,029,642 people had
received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine only reached 28.21%
or 1,991,177 people (Kementerian Kesehatan RI, 2021). This data shows that herd immunity
has not been achieved because ideally, people who must receive the vaccine are above 75% of
the total population who are the target group of the vaccine. One of the obstacles to the slow
achievement of herd immunity is the emergence of groups that are against the implementation

of the Covid-19 vaccine.
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Data related to the implementation of vaccination in the city of Makassar shows a
number that is quite encouraging for those who are pro-vaccines. Makassar City is one of the
districts/cities with the highest vaccine participation rate among districts/cities in South
Sulawesi Province. Makassar City already has around 75.34% of people who have received the
first vaccine, while people who have received the second vaccine have reached 54.36%
(Kementerian Kesehatan RI, 2021). This data shows that Makassar City is the region with the
highest number of vaccines receiving the first and second vaccines among the Kota regencies
in South Sulawesi. Although the number is quite high, it has not yet reached herd immunity.
The existence of community resistance is one of the factors that slow the achievement of herd
immunity in Makassar City.

For the people of Makassar City, the implementation of the Covid-19 vaccination is not
just a health discourse, but also involves economic, political and religious discourse. The
following is a presentation of the discourse on the pros and cons of implementing the Covid-

19 vaccination in Makassar City in various spheres and discourses.

Covid-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Health Discourse

There are various kinds of discourses put forward by the community regarding the
implementation of the Covid-19 vaccination in Makassar City. People in Makassar City
consider that the implementation of the Covid-19 vaccination is not merely a medical or health
issue, but also related to economic and political issues and even religious issues. Discourse
battles occur in various arenas, both in the real world and in the virtual or virtual world.
Discourse on the pros and cons of implementing the Covid-19 vaccine has always coloured
meetings in various public spaces. Both formal and informal meetings. It is a common thing
that we meet at these meetings involving discussions about the pros and cons of implementing

the Covid-19 vaccination.
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Pro

Based on the narrative of an informant named Anti (37 years old), said that he is pro
against the Covid-19 vaccine, because according to the Covid-19 vaccine it can increase our
body's immunity, and | believe that this vaccine has been made by experts for our good in the
world amid this Covid-19 outbreak, and has been considered beforehand. Therefore I am not
afraid to be vaccinated. (Interview, 3 June 2021)

Another informant named Astri (42 years old), said that she was pro against the Covid-
19 vaccine because of the Covid-19 vaccination, the body's immune system increased even
though there were side effects after being vaccinated, the body felt sore and sleepy for three
days. At least after | was vaccinated I no longer felt worried about being exposed to the Covid-
19 virus," he said. (Interview, 3 June 2021).

Respondents who were against the Covid-19 vaccination said that vaccination would
cause paralysis, and death, some even said that the Covid-19 vaccine had no clinical trial results
and was still confusing while the pros said that the Covid-19 vaccine can increase the body's
immunity so that they no longer worry about being exposed to the Covid-19 virus.

Sri Sulastriani was pro or receiving vaccinations because he said that he was obliged to
vaccinate from the office but besides being required he said he was personally, the vaccine
weakens the virus, and he said it was as a preparation of the body for the production of the
immune system, if at any time exposed to the coronavirus but after being vaccinated the
immune system was already can recognize that it is the Covid-19 virus. Then he also said that
after being vaccinated there were no significant side effects because the symptoms experienced
were common symptoms felt by people who had been vaccinated, but these symptoms were
only felt after the first vaccination, after the second vaccination the symptoms were no longer

felt. However, he said that because he had a history of asthma, after the vaccination he felt the
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impact that if his body was more sensitive to dust, his asthma returned (Interview, 03 June
2021).

While Mrs Hj. Marwiah agrees with the Covid-19 vaccine because it can reduce the
possibility of severe symptoms and complications due to Covid-19. In addition, the Covid-19
vaccination aims to encourage the formation of herd immunity or group immunity. So, he said
by getting the Covid-19 vaccine, we not only protect ourselves but also those around us who
do not yet have immunity to the Coronavirus. Now the side effects of this vaccine are said to
be harmless, he only feels a little dizzy and gets sleepy easily, but this is generally in the sense

that all those who have been vaccinated have experienced this.

Counter

Several informants who were against the Covid-19 vaccine, such as Sumarni (27 years)
and Suswati (26 years) said that | was against it because of what | saw of people who had been
vaccinated against Covid-19, some of them were paralyzed, some even die. | have a history of
illness, so | am afraid to get vaccinated against Covid-19. People who have been vaccinated do
not rule out the possibility of being exposed to the Covid-19 virus (Interview, 2 June 2021).

Furthermore, informant Andi Ira (41 years old) in an interview said that it was contra
because no Covid-19 vaccine had passed clinical trials and there was still confusing
information about this Covid-19 vaccine. This Covid-19 vaccination was carried out too
hastily, and it is not certain whether this vaccine is safe or not, but it has been carried out.
Because doing vaccinations that have not been clinically tested can cause new health
problems,” he said (Interview, June 4, 2021).

The same thing was conveyed by informant Aulia Sari (31 years) a private employee
who stated that he refused to be vaccinated because there were many cases of people getting

sick after being vaccinated. A paralyzed person, it was even reported that someone died after
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being vaccinated. There is also news of people who are positive for Covid-19, even though

they have been vaccinated. (Interview, 6 June 2021)

Covid-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Political Discourse
Pro

According to Achwal Nazar (23 years old), a master's degree student at a well-known
university in the city of Makassar revealed that: For example, if the vaccine is indeed an
antidote to Covid-19, then | agree, as long as no one feels harmed by the vaccine, why not. The
vaccine is a form of the government's anticipation process to prevent the spread of the Covid-
19 virus to protect its people (Interview, July 13, 2021).

Based on the statement of the source, it seems that it refers more to the government'’s
efforts to prevent the spread of the virus through vaccines than the public is afraid of the rise
of news about the dangers of vaccines whose truth cannot be trusted.

Meanwhile, according to informant Alimuddin (45 years old) that the government has
a moral responsibility to protect all its people from the dangers of the coronavirus. The
government's reputation is at stake in dealing with the Covid-19 issue. Therefore, as a good
citizen, I am obliged to help the government to make the Covid-19 vaccination successful. 1
believe that the government will not plunge its people into the vaccine. |1 am ready to be
vaccinated to protect myself, my family and society in general from the spread of the
coronavirus. (Interview July 13, 2021).

Based on the information from Mr Alimuddin, it appears that he strongly supports the
implementation of the Covid-19 vaccination and he has a responsibility to help the government

and wants to be vaccinated as an effort to protect himself, his family and society.

Counter
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Informant Moh. Fajri Ramli (23 years old) revealed that he had doubts about the covid-
19 vaccination and was also surprised at the government which seemed to oblige the public to
be vaccinated. In addition, the interviewees also wondered why the vaccine was made so fast,
whereas if you think about it using the logic of making a vaccine, it has a long time frame
because a extra thorough research must be carried out so that it can be used as an antidote to
the virus (Interview, 5 June 2021).

A more extreme view is expressed by Ahmad Maulana (21 years old), saying that this
vaccination resembles a fascist-style program. Because in several countries there is a large
depopulation of the population due to the trial vaccine. This informant does not yet believe in
the existence of Covid-19 because until now its whereabouts are still unclear. So why receive
vaccinations if the virus that is currently being discussed is still unclear? According to him,
this is just a conspiracy. that the vaccines that are circulated in the world are made by capitalist
companies whose scientific base is not medical personnel. So, no one knows in the future what
will happen to people who have been vaccinated, because of the fluids that enter the bodies of

these people we do not know what fluids are made of. (Interview, June 4, 2021).

Covid-19 Vaccine in Economic Discourse Battle
Pro

According to informant Suardi (45 years old), people need to receive vaccines
immediately to achieve immunity. If people have been vaccinated and are immune to the
coronavirus, then they can carry out normal economic activities. (Interview, November 13,
2021). The same thing was expressed by a media officer named Rosdiana (40 years old) that
economic activities will soon run smoothly when people have carried out vaccinations. This is
because people who have previously received the Covid-19 vaccine will experience immunity

to the coronavirus (Interview, November 13, 2021).
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Based on the informant's narrative, it appears that the discourse of vaccination is to
accelerate economic recovery in the community or country as the coronavirus attack must be

stopped so that economic activity can recover as before.

Counter

According to the informant Agussalim (56 years old) that the issue of the coronavirus
was deliberately heralded by countries that produce vaccines so that countries compete to buy
vaccines from their countries. This is certainly very beneficial economically for the country
that produces the vaccine (Interview, 17 September 2021). The same thing was expressed by
Mustari (54 years old) that the Chinese State deliberately discussed the transmission of the
coronavirus so that other countries would buy the Covid-19 vaccine to protect its citizens from
the dangers of the coronavirus attack.

Based on the narratives of the two informants, it appears that they consider issues
related to the corona, including the implementation of vaccination, to be issues related to
economic problems. There is a group of countries that want to get a big advantage behind the

issue of the spread of the coronavirus.

The pattern of Contest Between Pro Vaccines and Contra Covid-19 Vaccines

The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by people who are pro-vaccine and
contra-vaccine Covid-19 in the health, political, and economic arenas shows a pattern of
contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the
discourse and knowledge milling about in the community and on social media compared to
those against the Covid-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in the crowded places where
the vaccination is visited by the public. Queues are always visible during the implementation

of free vaccinations.
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Referring to the vaccination data compiled by the Makassar Health Service as of
September 1, 2021. The achievement of the Covid-19 vaccination in Makassar City has reached
50.06 per cent for the first dose or targeting 551,879 Makassar residents who have been
vaccinated from the total vaccine target of 1,102,330 Makassar residents. Meanwhile, those
who have received the full vaccine or received two doses reached 31.77 per cent or 350,247
Makassar residents. This vaccination targets all groups of people such as health workers,
educators, public officials, the elderly, market traders, the general public, people with
disabilities and students, and university students. The achievement of the Makassar City
vaccination for the first dose has reached 50.06 per cent and for the second dose, it is 31 per
cent more.

The contestation of power and knowledge as the theory of Foucault (2012); Ritzer
(2012); Ritzer & Goodman (2008) is constructed based on a very complex scientific method.
This complexity gave birth to three alternative knowledge reconstructions described by Salman
(2012) as patterned reconstructions (1) zero-sum game, which occurs when there is mutual
negation in the contestation between knowledge, (2) hybridization, which occurs when mixing
occurs and then gives birth to new features of knowledge in contestation between narratives;
patterned reconstruction; (3) coexistence, takes place when there is a mutual presence without
mutual influence in the contestation between discourses.

The concept of hybridization is also used by Escobar (1999) in analyzing the linkage of
local knowledge with science with a cultural value orientation. The Covid-19 vaccination
practice has become a cultural phenomenon that is surrounded by various cultural symbols that
contain meaning, contestation, interests, and power relations in it. Regarding the link between
the two knowledge, Salman (2012) is of the view that when local variables increasingly interact
with non-local variables, the knowledge that is applied is not only produced within the

community but also the knowledge that comes from outside. In such conditions, contact,
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cooperation, mutual reference, competition and conflict between substances and producers and
bearers of knowledge take place. This whole phenomenon is referred to as the contestation of

knowledge.

DISCUSSION

According to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception can affect his health
behaviour. Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for each individual, which
is also influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al., 2018). Ordinary people are
restless because they think that everything that contains pork in it is haram under any
circumstances, plus many rumours are circulating about the impact of giving vaccines. The
Covid-19 vaccination campaign program was launched long before the vaccination started, but
after the vaccination started, some people refused to be vaccinated.

Various factors can undoubtedly influence people's decisions about vaccination, one
potential one being the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement.
Conspiracy theorists explain the main causes of important events as the secret actions of certain
groups to cover up information to suit their interests (Brotherton, 2015; Cichocka et al., 2016).

According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccinations,
data is falsified and the harmful side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to ensure
that pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit & Moser, 2011). For
example, Oliver & Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors and the
government preferred vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism.

Vaccination is the most effective and efficient step to give children immunity in an
effort to prevent various kinds of infectious diseases. Vaccination is carried out by giving

antigens (viruses or bacteria) to stimulate an antibody response (Arifianto, 2014).
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Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new contribution. Several scholars have
criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine hesitancy and refusal to acknowledge the
gendered and relational aspects of parental decision-making (Conis, 2021). Streefland et al.,
(1999) groundbreaking anthropological work introduced the notion of a 'local vaccination
culture’ rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The term vaccine doubt refers to the delay in receiving or refusing a vaccine despite the
availability of vaccination services. Doubt has alternative connotations including
confidence/belief in various issues such as trust in vaccines including concerns about vaccine
safety, and trust in healthcare workers who administer vaccines and in those who make
decisions to approve vaccines (Suhardjo, 2010).

Acceptance of the vaccine has a large number when compared to the group that refuses
the vaccine. But the group agreed that others should vaccinate and some delayed vaccination
or received vaccinations but were unsure about doing so. This scepticism is set on a continuum
between those who accept all vaccines without hesitation, complete refusals without hesitation,
and individuals who doubt vaccines also agree with vaccine refusal.

Covid-19 disease is a disease for which a definite cure has not been found, so preventing
the spread of Covid-19 disease. The State of Indonesia has guaranteed its citizens to be
vaccinated. Presidential Regulation no. 99 of 2020 concerning the procurement of vaccines and
the implementation of vaccinations in the context of dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic
(Presiden Republik Indonesia, 2020). Decree of the Minister of Health No.
HK.01.02./MENKES/12758/2021 regarding the determination of the type of vaccine for the
implementation of the Covid-19 vaccination (Kementerian Kesehatan RI, 2020). Then,
Minister of Health Regulation No. 84 of 2020 concerning the implementation of vaccinations
in the context of controlling Covid-19 (Menteri Kesehatan Republik Indonesia, 2020). The

implementation of the vaccination has received a lot of rejection from the community. Various
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negative issues regarding Covid-19 vaccination through the internet, TV and issues circulating
in their environment make people hesitate to carry out vaccinations. The government has a
discourse that the Covid-19 vaccination must be carried out on 70% of the population so that
herd immunity can be achieved.

Certain social groups can also become social capital for someone who can influence
individual behaviour. In addition, symbolic capital such as religion, for example, Islam which
forbids its followers to eat pigs will certainly make strong rejection of the Covid-19 vaccination

which is rumoured to be made from pigs.

CONCLUSION
Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that:
1. The contestation of pro talk and contracts for the Covid-19 vaccine took place in the health
(medical), political, and economic arenas.
2. The pattern of speech contestation and knowledge possessed by related actors who are pro-
Covid-19 vaccines appear as the dominating or victorious parties to the knowledge of

actors who are against the Covid-19 vaccine.

RECOMMENDATIONS
Based on the conclusions that have been put forward, the researchers suggest the
following:
1. There should be mutual understanding and mutual respect between knowledge that is for
the Covid-19 vaccine and knowledge against the Covid-19 vaccine in the health, economic
and political arenas so that it does not lead to hostility. Thus, the truth claim does not arise

only from one party.
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2. The party that appears as the dominant group, namely the people who are pro to the Covid-
19 vaccine, can continue to roll the knowledge they have so that more people will
implement the Covid-19 vaccine. But still have to respect differences of opinion with

people who are against the Covid-19 vaccine.

LIMITATIONS

Because this study is to understand the debate on the pros and cons of vaccines in
Makassar City and was carried out during the Covid-19 pandemic with a qualitative approach.
This research is limited to examining one large city area in Indonesia that carries out the Covid-
19 vaccination. The existence of government policies to limit travel and maintain distance in
interacting made the research team experience limitations in extracting information from
various informants. Future studies can be carried out with a quantitative approach and can reach

a larger number of samples and be carried out in various regions in Indonesia.
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RUNNING HEAD: DISCOURSE CONTEST PROS AND CONS OF COVID-19
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ABSTRACT This study aims to analyze the occurrence and explain the pattern of
contestation on the pros and cons of C -19 vaccination in Makassar City. The study
used a qualitative approach with data collection methods through interviews, observation and
documentation. The results show that the discourse of vaccination is not only healthy but also
political and economic. The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by the pro and
contra community in the arena of health, politics and economics shows a pattern of
contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the
discourse and knowledge milling about in the community and on social media compared to
those against the C -19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in the crowded places
where the vaccination is being visited by the public, long queues are always seen every time

there is an implementation of vaccination carried out for free.

INTRODUCTION
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One of the phenomena that exist in the community is the vaccination program that has been
launched by the government for free. Despite the proven importance of vaccination for the
health and well-being of the population, many people opt out of the government vaccination
schedule. The phenomenon in some countries, where vaccination rates are below 95%, puts
people at risk for infectious diseases that can be prevented by immunization (UK Health
Security Agency, 2014).

Vaccines are germs (viruses) that are weakened to produce active immunity when introduced
into the human body. Vaccines with all their capabilities to prevent morbidity and mortality
from infectious diseases are the greatest achievements in the field of public health (Poland &
Jacobson, 2001). Vaccines played an important role in the 20th century because they
succeeded in eradicating smallpox (smallpox) in 1974 and polio in 2014 (Maglione et al.,
2014).

Vaccine development does not necessarily go smoothly. When vaccines become more
popular, certain groups and understandings are born that reject them, namely the anti-
vaccines. There are discussions in the community and on the internet about the anti-
vaccination/immunization movement. Research results show that this new movement
emerged when the smallpox vaccination was introduced and continues to this day (Wolfe &
Sharp, 2002). The methods of disseminating information have changed since the 19th
century, but the issues raised by the anti-vaccination community remain the same today.
When traced, the number of internet sites that discuss anti-vaccination will be far more than
sites that promote vaccination. Most of the content is similar, copied over and over from one
site to another (Kristyanto, 2012). The article was written as if it was evidence-based
medicine because it featured the names of experts with very convincing data and figures.
Over time, the anti-vaccine movement was not only crowded on the internet but also
seminars were held in universities. Even the speaker is a doctor (Kristyanto, 2012). Doctors
as 'experts' are valued for their knowledge, both in terms of theory and clinical skills, so that
any information conveyed by a doctor will be easily believed by a patient, —}including anti-
vaccine propaganda. One of the famous figures for his refusal to be vaccinated is Sherri
Tenpenny, an osteopath from Ohio, United States (detikNews, 2015). Some of his works
related to anti-vaccination, such as: (1) Saying No to Vaccines, contains an explanation of
why vaccines are detrimental to health, including vaccine complications such as asthma,
autism, ADHD, and immune disorders (Tenpenny, 2008); and (2) FOWL! Bird Flu: It's Not
What You Think, which describes how bird flu correlates with vaccination (Tenpenny, 2006).
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Various factors can influence people's decisions about vaccination, one potential one being
the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspiracy theorists
explain the main causes of important events as the covert actions of certain groups who cover
up information to suit their interests (Brotherton, 2015; Cichocka et al., 2016). For example,
popular conspiracy theorists allege that the 9/11 attacks were orchestrated by the United
States government to justify the war on terror and that climate change is a hoax orchestrated
by climate scientists to secure research funding (Swami et al., 2010); Wood & Douglas,
2015). According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccination,
data is falsified and the dangerous side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to
ensure that pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit & Moser,
2011). For example, Oliver & Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors
and the government would prefer vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism,
20% agreed and 36% did not. This study aims to examine the relationship between
vaccination in children and autism.

The practice of vaccination is not only symbolic but also closely related to body appearance,
identity, class and social relations. Symbols and performances are transmitted, |!earned, and
reproduced within families, across generations and within groups and communities (Lunnay
et al., 2011). Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new contribution. Some scholars
have criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine indecision and vaccine refusal to
recognize the gender and relational aspects of parenting as decision-making (Conis, 2021).
Streefland et al., (1999) groundbreaking anthropological work introduced the notion of a
'local vaccination culture' rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The debate about the pros and cons in Indonesia that is currently popular is the use of the
C -19 vaccine, which is being implemented by the Indonesian government. The
implementation of the C -19 vaccination was marked by the first vaccination by
President Joko Widodo on January 13, 2021. The first wave, the vaccination period starts
from January - April 2021 by targeting the main target health workers as many as 1.4 million
followed by the elderly (elderly) as many as 21,5 million, then public officers as many as
17.4 million people. The second wave, starting in April — March 2021, is targeting a range of
people, namely those in areas with a high risk of transmission, the number of which is
estimated at around 63.9 million, followed by other communities, which number around 77.4
million people with a cluster approach by the availability of vaccines (Badan Penelitian dan
Pengembangan Kesehatan Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia, 2021). Researchers
found that there are many pros and cons regarding the C -19 vaccine.



WHO recommends that all countries must implement a C -19 vaccine program.
Every element of society has an important role in achieving C -19 vaccination.
According to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception can affect his health
behaviour. Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for each individual,
which is also influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al., 2018). Ordinary
people are restless because they think that everything that contains pork in it is haram under
any circumstances, plus many hoax issues are circulating about the impact of giving vaccines.
The C -19 vaccination campaign program was launched before vaccination began,

but the fact is that after vaccination began, there were people who refused to be vaccinated.

Obijectives

1. Analyzing the spread of knowledge behind the emergence of contestation on the pros
and cons of the implementation of the C -19 vaccination in Makassar City.

2. Analyzing the mechanism of the contestation pattern of pro and con discourse on the
implementation of the C -19 vaccination in Makassar City.

METHODOLOGY

Location and Type of Research

This research will be conducted in Makassar City, South Sulawesi Province. This type of
research is qualitative with a constructivist paradigm. Qualitative research allows interaction
between researchers and researchers as in the tradition of the constructivist paradigm so that
the data adapted is natural. Truth is a shared understanding of social reality in the form of
intersubjectivity that was born as a result of the interaction between the researcher and the
researcher. The research targets are people who are actively involved in discourse
contestation both in the real world and in cyberspace. Informants will be selected by
purposive sampling, where each informant will be selected according to the research
objectives and understanding of the problem under study, namely at least already involved in
pro debates and cons when the C -19 vaccine crew period starts until the time this
research is carried out.

Methods of Data Collection, Processing and Analysis

Based on the source, the data used is divided into two categories, namely primary data and
secondary data. Primary data was obtained directly from several respondents. Primary data
collection techniques were carried out through in-depth interviews, participatory
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observations, documentation and Focus Group Discussions (FGD). The main form of
interview used is an in-depth interview. The author also conducts the informal conversational
interview, which is an interview technique that takes place spontaneously and freely (Denzin
& Lincoln, 2011). While secondary data is obtained from several related agencies such as
government agencies, as well as written data from various sources such as books, journals,
and research results.

Data analysis went through three stages, namely; first, the data reduction process that focuses
on the selection, simplification, abstraction and transformation of rough data from field notes.
In this process, data that are relevant to the research focus and data that do not meet the
inclusion-exclusion criteria are selected. The second stage is data presentation, namely the
compilation of information into statements that allow concluding. The data is presented in the
form of narrative text, initially scattered and separated from various sources of information,
and then classified according to the theme and needs of analysis. The third stage is drawing
conclusions based on data reduction and presentation. Conclusion drawing takes place
gradually from general conclusions at the data reduction stage, then becomes more specific at
the data presentation stage, and more specifically at the actual conclusion drawing stage. This
series of processes shows that the qualitative data analysis in this study combines the stages
of data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing repeatedly and cyclically (Miles
& Huberman, 1994; Moleong, 1999)

RESULTS
Discourse Contest between the Pros and Cons of the Covid-19 Vaccine
The implementation of the C -19 vaccination in Makassar City is marked by the
presence of people who are pro and contra. Despite the various socialization efforts that have
been carried out by the government to invite the public to implement the vaccine there are
still many people who do not want to implement the vaccine. Debates about the pros and cons
of discourse in the public sphere and social media always occur.
The Health Human Resources (HR) group appears to have carried out vaccinations 1 and 2
and has reached 100% already vaccinated. Meanwhile, public officials such as Lecturers,
Teachers, Soldiers, Police, and State Civil Apparatus (ASN), including private employees,
have reached 89.12% who have received the second vaccine or 611,985 of the 694,477
people targeted for the vaccine. While the elderly group reached 20.01% or
150,871 people who received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine
reached 12.78% or 96,315 people. While the general public showed that of the



4,571,997 people who were targeted for the vaccine, only about 34.57% or 1,580,455 people
had received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine only reached
20.05% or 916,603 people who had just received the vaccine. 2. While the group of
adolescents who became the target group was 978,890 people and those who had received
vaccine 1 had reached 50.94% or 498,631 people, while those who had received the second
vaccine were 30.38% or 297,425 people. Overall, of the 7,058,141 who were targeted for the
new vaccine, around 42.92% or 3,029,642 people had received the first vaccine, while those
who received the second vaccine only reached 28.21% or 1,991,177 people (Kementerian
Kesehatan RI, 2021). This data shows that herd immunity has not been achieved because
ideally, people who must receive the vaccine are above 75% of the total population who are
the target group of the vaccine. One of the obstacles to the slow achievement of herd
immunity is the emergence of groups that are against the implementation of the C -
19 vaccine.

Data related to the implementation of vaccination in the city of Makassar shows a number
that is quite encouraging for those who are pro-vaccines. Makassar City is one of the
districts/cities with the highest vaccine participation rate among districts/cities in South
Sulawesi Province. Makassar City already has around 75.34% of people who have received
the first vaccine, while people who have received the second vaccine have reached 54.36%
(Kementerian Kesehatan RI, 2021). This data shows that Makassar City is the region with the
highest number of vaccines receiving the first and second vaccines among the Kota regencies
in South Sulawesi. Although the number is quite high, it has not yet reached herd immunity.
The existence of community resistance is one of the factors that slow the achievement of herd
immunity in Makassar City.

For the people of Makassar City, the implementation of the C -19 vaccination is not
just a health discourse, but also involves economic, political and religious discourse. The
following is a presentation of the discourse on the pros and cons of implementing the Covid-
19 vaccination in Makassar City in various spheres and discourses.

C -19 Vaccine in the Battle of Health Discourse

There are various kinds of discourses put forward by the community regarding the
implementation of the C -19 vaccination in Makassar City. People in Makassar City
consider that the implementation of the C -19 vaccination is not merely a medical
or health issue, but also related to economic and political issues and even religious issues.
Discourse battles occur in various arenas, both in the real world and in the virtual or virtual

Commented [U3]: Full form please

Formatted: Font: Not Italic

Formatted: Font: Not Italic



world. Discourse on the pros and cons of implementing the C -19 vaccine has
always coloured meetings in various public spaces. Both formal and informal meetings. It is a
common thing that we meet at these meetings involving discussions about the pros and cons

of implementing the C -19 vaccination.

Pro

Based on the narrative of an informant named Anti (37 years old), said that he is pro against
the C -19 vaccine, because according to the Covid-19 vaccine it can increase our
body's immunity, and | believe that this vaccine has been made by experts for our good in the
world amid this Covid-19 outbreak, and has been considered beforehand. Therefore | am not
afraid to be vaccinated. (Interview, 3 June 2021)

Another informant named Astri (42 years old), said that she was pro against the Covid-19
vaccine because of the Covid-19 vaccination, the body's immune system increased even
though there were side effects after being vaccinated, the body felt sore and sleepy for three
days. At least after |1 was vaccinated | no longer felt worried about being exposed to the
Covid-19 virus," he said. (Interview, 3 June 2021).

Respondents who were against the Covid-19 vaccination said that vaccination would cause
paralysis, and death, some even said that the Covid-19 vaccine had no clinical trial results
and was still confusing while the pros said that the Covid-19 vaccine can increase the body's
immunity so that they no longer worry about being exposed to the Covid-19 virus.

Sri Sulastriani was pro or receiving vaccinations because he said that he was obliged to
vaccinate from the office but besides being required he said he was personally, the vaccine
weakens the virus, and he said it was as a preparation of the body for the production of the
immune system, if at any time exposed to the coronavirus but after being vaccinated the
immune system was already can recognize that it is the Covid-19 virus. Then he also said that
after being vaccinated there were no significant side effects because the symptoms
experienced were common symptoms felt by people who had been vaccinated, but these
symptoms were only felt after the first vaccination, after the second vaccination the
symptoms were no longer felt. However, he said that because he had a history of asthma,
after the vaccination he felt the impact that if his body was more sensitive to dust, his asthma
returned (Interview, 03 June 2021).

While Mrs Hj. Marwiah agrees with the Covid-19 vaccine because it can reduce the
possibility of severe symptoms and complications due to Covid-19. In addition, the Covid-19

vaccination aims to encourage the formation of herd immunity or group immunity. So, he
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said by getting the Covid-19 vaccine, we not only protect ourselves but also those around us
who do not yet have immunity to the Coronavirus. Now the side effects of this vaccine are
said to be harmless, he only feels a little dizzy and gets sleepy easily, but this is generally in

the sense that all those who have been vaccinated have experienced this.

Counter

Several informants who were against the Covid-19 vaccine, such as Sumarni (27 years) and
Suswati (26 years) said that | was against it because of what | saw of people who had been
vaccinated against Covid-19, some of them were paralyzed, some even die. | have a history
of illness, so | am afraid to get vaccinated against Covid-19. People who have been
vaccinated do not rule out the possibility of being exposed to the Covid-19 virus (Interview, 2
June 2021).

Furthermore, informant Andi Ira (41 years old) in an interview said that it was contra because
no Covid-19 vaccine had passed clinical trials and there was still confusing information about
this Covid-19 vaccine. This Covid-19 vaccination was carried out too hastily, and it is not
certain whether this vaccine is safe or not, but it has been carried out. Because doing
vaccinations that have not been clinically tested can cause new health problems,” he said
(Interview, June 4, 2021).

The same thing was conveyed by informant Aulia Sari (31 years) a private employee who
stated that he refused to be vaccinated because there were many cases of people getting sick
after being vaccinated. A paralyzed person, it was even reported that someone died after
being vaccinated. There is also news of people who are positive for Covid-19, even though

they have been vaccinated. (Interview, 6 June 2021)

Covid-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Political Discourse

Pro

According to Achwal Nazar (23 years old), a master's degree student at a well-known
university in the city of Makassar revealed that: For example, if the vaccine is indeed an
antidote to Covid-19, then | agree, as long as no one feels harmed by the vaccine, why not.
The vaccine is a form of the government's anticipation process to prevent the spread of the
Covid-19 virus to protect its people (Interview, July 13, 2021).

Based on the statement of the source, it seems that it refers more to the government's efforts
to prevent the spread of the virus through vaccines than the public is afraid of the rise of news
about the dangers of vaccines whose truth cannot be trusted.
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Meanwhile, according to informant Alimuddin (45 years old) that the government has a
moral responsibility to protect all its people from the dangers of the coronavirus. The
government's reputation is at stake in dealing with the Covid-19 issue. Therefore, as a good
citizen, | am obliged to help the government to make the Covid-19 vaccination successful. |
believe that the government will not plunge its people into the vaccine. | am ready to be
vaccinated to protect myself, my family and society in general from the spread of the
coronavirus. (Interview July 13, 2021).

Based on the information from Mr Alimuddin, it appears that he strongly supports the
implementation of the Covid-19 vaccination and he has a responsibility to help the

government and wants to be vaccinated as an effort to protect himself, his family and society.

Counter

Informant Moh. Fajri Ramli (23 years old) revealed that he had doubts about the covid-19
vaccination and was also surprised at the government which seemed to oblige the public to be
vaccinated. In addition, the interviewees also wondered why the vaccine was made so fast,
whereas if you think about it using the logic of making a vaccine, it has a long time frame
because a extra thorough research must be carried out so that it can be used as an antidote to
the virus (Interview, 5 June 2021).

A more extreme view is expressed by Ahmad Maulana (21 years old), saying that this
vaccination resembles a fascist-style program. Because in several countries there is a large
depopulation of the population due to the trial vaccine. This informant does not yet believe in
the existence of Covid-19 because until now its whereabouts are still unclear. So why receive
vaccinations if the virus that is currently being discussed is still unclear? According to him,
this is just a conspiracy. that the vaccines that are circulated in the world are made by
capitalist companies whose scientific base is not medical personnel. So, no one knows in the
future what will happen to people who have been vaccinated, because of the fluids that enter

the bodies of these people we do not know what fluids are made of. (Interview, June 4, 2021).

Covid-19 Vaccine in Economic Discourse Battle

Pro

According to informant Suardi (45 years old), people need to receive vaccines immediately to
achieve immunity. If people have been vaccinated and are immune to the coronavirus, then
they can carry out normal economic activities. (Interview, November 13, 2021). The same
thing was expressed by a media officer named Rosdiana (40 years old) that economic
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activities will soon run smoothly when people have carried out vaccinations. This is because
people who have previously received the Covid-19 vaccine will experience immunity to the
coronavirus (Interview, November 13, 2021).

Based on the informant's narrative, it appears that the discourse of vaccination is to accelerate
economic recovery in the community or country as the coronavirus attack must be stopped so

that economic activity can recover as before.

Counter

According to the informant Agussalim (56 years old) that the issue of the coronavirus was
deliberately heralded by countries that produce vaccines so that countries compete to buy
vaccines from their countries. This is certainly very beneficial economically for the country
that produces the vaccine (Interview, 17 September 2021). The same thing was expressed by
Mustari (54 years old) that the Chinese State deliberately discussed the transmission of the
coronavirus so that other countries would buy the Covid-19 vaccine to protect its citizens
from the dangers of the coronavirus attack.

Based on the narratives of the two informants, it appears that they consider issues related to
the corona, including the implementation of vaccination, to be issues related to economic
problems. There is a group of countries that want to get a big advantage behind the issue of

the spread of the coronavirus.

The pattern of Contest Between Pro Vaccines and Contra Covid-19 Vaccines

The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by people who are pro-vaccine and
contra-vaccine Covid-19 in the health, political, and economic arenas shows a pattern of
contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the
discourse and knowledge milling about in the community and on social media compared to
those against the Covid-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in the crowded places where
the vaccination is visited by the public. Queues are always visible during the implementation
of free vaccinations.

Referring to the vaccination data compiled by the Makassar Health Service as of September
1, 2021. The achievement of the Covid-19 vaccination in Makassar City has reached 50.06
per cent for the first dose or targeting 551,879 Makassar residents who have been vaccinated
from the total vaccine target of 1,102,330 Makassar residents. Meanwhile, those who have
received the full vaccine or received two doses reached 31.77 per cent or 350,247 Makassar
residents. This vaccination targets all groups of people such as health workers, educators,
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public officials, the elderly, market traders, the general public, people with disabilities and
students, and university students. The achievement of the Makassar City vaccination for the
first dose has reached 50.06 per cent and for the second dose, it is 31 per cent more.

The contestation of power and knowledge as the theory of Foucault (2012); Ritzer (2012);
Ritzer & Goodman (2008) is constructed based on a very complex scientific method. This
complexity gave birth to three alternative knowledge reconstructions described by Salman
(2012) as patterned reconstructions (1) zero-sum game, which occurs when there is mutual
negation in the contestation between knowledge, (2) hybridization, which occurs when
mixing occurs and then gives birth to new features of knowledge in contestation between
narratives; patterned reconstruction; (3) coexistence, takes place when there is a mutual
presence without mutual influence in the contestation between discourses.

The concept of hybridization is also used by Escobar (1999) in analyzing the linkage of local
knowledge with science with a cultural value orientation. The Covid-19 vaccination practice
has become a cultural phenomenon that is surrounded by various cultural symbols that
contain meaning, contestation, interests, and power relations in it. Regarding the link between
the two knowledge, Salman (2012) is of the view that when local variables increasingly
interact with non-local variables, the knowledge that is applied is not only produced within
the community but also the knowledge that comes from outside. In such conditions, contact,
cooperation, mutual reference, competition and conflict between substances and producers
and bearers of knowledge take place. This whole phenomenon is referred to as the

contestation of knowledge.

DISCUSSION

According to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception can affect his health
behaviour. Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for each individual,
which is also influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al., 2018). Ordinary
people are restless because they think that everything that contains pork in it is haram under
any circumstances, plus many rumours are circulating about the impact of giving vaccines.
The Covid-19 vaccination campaign program was launched long before the vaccination
started, but after the vaccination started, some people refused to be vaccinated.

Various factors can undoubtedly influence people's decisions about vaccination, one potential
one being the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspiracy
theorists explain the main causes of important events as the secret actions of certain groups to
cover up information to suit their interests (Brotherton, 2015; Cichocka et al., 2016).
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According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccinations, data is
falsified and the harmful side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to ensure that
pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit & Moser, 2011). For
example, Oliver & Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors and the
government preferred vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism.

Vaccination is the most effective and efficient step to give children immunity in an effort to
prevent various kinds of infectious diseases. Vaccination is carried out by giving antigens
(viruses or bacteria) to stimulate an antibody response (Arifianto, 2014).

Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new contribution. Several scholars have
criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine hesitancy and refusal to acknowledge the
gendered and relational aspects of parental decision-making (Conis, 2021). Streefland et al.,
(1999) groundbreaking anthropological work introduced the notion of a 'local vaccination
culture' rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The term vaccine doubt refers to the delay in receiving or refusing a vaccine despite the
availability of vaccination services. Doubt has alternative connotations including
confidence/belief in various issues such as trust in vaccines including concerns about vaccine
safety, and trust in healthcare workers who administer vaccines and in those who make
decisions to approve vaccines (Suhardjo, 2010).

Acceptance of the vaccine has a large number when compared to the group that refuses the
vaccine. But the group agreed that others should vaccinate and some delayed vaccination or
received vaccinations but were unsure about doing so. This scepticism is set on a continuum
between those who accept all vaccines without hesitation, complete refusals without
hesitation, and individuals who doubt vaccines also agree with vaccine refusal.

Covid-19 disease is a disease for which a definite cure has not been found, so preventing the
spread of Covid-19 disease. The State of Indonesia has guaranteed its citizens to be
vaccinated. Presidential Regulation no. 99 of 2020 concerning the procurement of vaccines
and the implementation of vaccinations in the context of dealing with the Covid-19 pandemic
(Presiden Republik Indonesia, 2020). Decree of the Minister of Health No.
HK.01.02./MENKES/12758/2021 regarding the determination of the type of vaccine for the
implementation of the Covid-19 vaccination (Kementerian Kesehatan RI, 2020). Then,
Minister of Health Regulation No. 84 of 2020 concerning the implementation of vaccinations
in the context of controlling Covid-19 (Menteri Kesehatan Republik Indonesia, 2020). The
implementation of the vaccination has received a lot of rejection from the community.

Various negative issues regarding Covid-19 vaccination through the internet, TV and issues
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circulating in their environment make people hesitate to carry out vaccinations. The
government has a discourse that the Covid-19 vaccination must be carried out on 70% of the
population so that herd immunity can be achieved.

Certain social groups can also become social capital for someone who can influence
individual behaviour. In addition, symbolic capital such as religion, for example, Islam which
forbids its followers to eat pigs will certainly make strong rejection of the Covid-19

vaccination which is rumoured to be made from pigs.

CONCLUSION

Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that:

1. The contestation of pro talk and contracts for the Covid-19 vaccine took place in the
health (medical), political, and economic arenas.

2. The pattern of speech contestation and knowledge possessed by related actors who are
pro-Covid-19 vaccines appear as the dominating or victorious parties to the knowledge of
actors who are against the Covid-19 vaccine.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the conclusions that have been put forward, the researchers suggest the following:

1. There should be mutual understanding and mutual respect between knowledge that is
for the Covid-19 vaccine and knowledge against the Covid-19 vaccine in the health,
economic and political arenas so that it does not lead to hostility. Thus, the truth claim does
not arise only from one party.

2. The party that appears as the dominant group, namely the people who are pro to the
Covid-19 vaccine, can continue to roll the knowledge they have so that more people will
implement the Covid-19 vaccine. But still have to respect differences of opinion with people
who are against the Covid-19 vaccine.

LIMITATIONS

Because this study is to understand the debate on the pros and cons of vaccines in Makassar
City and was carried out during the Covid-19 pandemic with a qualitative approach. This
research is limited to examining one large city area in Indonesia that carries out the Covid-19
vaccination. The existence of government policies to limit travel and maintain distance in

interacting made the research team experience limitations in extracting information from
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various informants. Future studies can be carried out with a quantitative approach and can

reach a larger number of samples and be carried out in various regions in Indonesia.
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Proofreading is a vital aspect in publication, which we have taken into recognition and as such
call on writers in all fields to submit their manuscripts for proofreading. We have also noticed
that many articles lack understanding to both reviewers and editors as a result of poor
grammatical usage, which is majorly the probable consequences of learning English as the
second language by the authors of such article(s). Therefore, we advise that authors should
send their manuscript to us for proper grammatical editing.

Send manuscript to callformanuscript@gmail.com,

call4articles@gmail.com, call4manuscripts@manuscript-proofreading.com

or submitpapers@manuscript-proofreading.com for proofreading and grammatical correction.
The manuscript should be in Arial font, font with size 12 and 1.5 line spacing.

Upon receipt of Manuscript, an acknowledgment letter, manuscript number and the handling fee
will be sent to the author(s).

Our charges are as follows:

$50 (USD) for manuscripts in the range of 1-14 pages.
$80 (USD) for manuscripts in the range of 15-19 pages.
$100 (USD) for manuscripts in the range of 20-29 pages.
$130 (USD) for manuscripts in the range of 30-39 pages

The MPR editing board makes an objective and quick proofreading of each manuscript and
send the edited copy of the manuscript and the original copy to the author within forty eight (48)
hours (2 days) of confirmation of payment of handling fee.

We do the following:

Proofreading

Grammatical editing

Proper punctuations

Paraphrasing and editing of sentences
Aligning of articles to the required format

Advising authors where necessary on possible ways to improve their articles.

More so, authors may send the name of the journal where their work is to be published so as to
help align the manuscript according to the author's guide of the journal in question. This will also
help us to format the reference and tables according to the journal in question.
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For more information, visit our site www.manuscript-proofreading.com

Best regard,

Edward John
Editorial Assistant
Manuscript Proofreading

3. SCHOLARS EDITING
E-mail:services@scholarsediting.com
Website:www.scholarsediting.com

WE HELP TO EDIT, PROOFREAD AND IMPROVE THE LANGUAGE OF YOUR
MANUSCRIPTS FOR PUBLICATION

SCHOLARS' EDITING is accepting manuscripts for Language Editing and Proofreading.

SCHOLARS' EDITING is an online Language Editing and Proofreading firm that improves the
quality of articles thereby enhancing the publishing of such manuscripts in reputable journals.

Our services include proofreading, editing and formatting of articles to meet the structure and
standard of the journal authors intend publishing in, corrections of grammar, fixing problem
sentences, getting rid of spelling errors etc.

We also edit and proofread books, theses and dissertations.

Send us your work today and let our professional editing and proofreading skills rub off on your
paper.

Articles should be submitted as e-mail attachments only in MS-Word document to one of the e-
mail addresses below:

articles@scholarsediting.com; scholarsediting@hotmail.com;

articles.scholarsediting@gmail.com

Authors should clearly state the Journal they intend publishing in at the point of submission for
editing to enable us format the articles in line with the Journals' requirements. Authors should
also include their Affiliations in their submitted articles.

Instructions and other details are available on our website

http://www.scholarsediting.com

Prof. S. A. George,

Editor in Chief,

SCHOLARS EDITING,
E-mail:services@scholarsediting.com
Website:www.scholarsediting.com

4. EditRev
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EditRev is an international company that specializes in various academic related services to
authors, organizations and publishers. EditRev has gained popularity in the international
community and is respected for maintaining a high quality of services. With English speaking
editors who are highly qualified in different subject areas, almost all subject areas can be
handled competently.

Our general services include editing, peer-review, proofreading, language translation,
manuscript formatting and the creation of the following publication formats: PDF, HTML and
EPUB.

Services to publishers

You are invited to take advantage of our services that are affordable and of high standard.
English accuracy is a major determinant of a publisher’s quality and value. Please ensure that
proper value is added to your services and products. You can go an extra mile to assist authors
in proofreading their manuscripts.

Subscribing to our services will:

1. promote better organization,

2. improve and maintain a high quality for your products or services,

3. spare you extra time and assist with prompt delivery of your products and services,

4. save you from considerable cost, stress and risk involved in carrying out these services
yourself,

5. add to your credibility.

We offer the following services to publishers:

1. Editing/Proofreading that delivers a manuscript free of errors in grammar, spelling,
punctuation, and consistency. A comprehensive plagiarism check result is delivered along with
the edited manuscript(s). An editing certificate is also presented for each manuscript.
Duration: 2-3 days per manuscript. 3-7 day for a batch of manuscripts.

Price: 0.005 USD per word.

2. Peer-review that matches your manuscript(s) with 2 or more reviewers, who are highly
gualified in the corresponding subject area. The reviewer's comments are delivered in a
comprehensive reviewer’s form.

Duration: 1-4 weeks, depending on your demand.

Price: 0.003 USD per word for 3-5 weeks duration and 0.005 USD per word for 1-2 weeks
duration.

3. Manuscript formatting that delivers a manuscript in the prescribed format of the publisher.
Duration: 2-3 days per manuscript. 3-7 day for a batch of manuscripts.

Price: 0.003 USD per word.

4. Manuscript translation: with experienced translators for different languages, our service will
deliver your document with impressive grammar, spelling, punctuation, and consistency in
English.

Duration: 3-4 days per manuscript. 4-10 days for a batch of manuscripts.

Price: 0.01 USD per word.

5. HTML creation: We provide publishers with a customized and unique design of a manuscript
in HTML format. We also add a unique feature that allows online readers to quickly translate
and read the HTML content in any language of their choice with just a click. The HTML files can
easily be uploaded to your website and hyperlinked by your staff.

6. PDF creation: We provide publishers with a customized and unique design of a manuscript
in PDF format for final publication. We can also process your proof copies.

7. EPUB creation: We also provide publishers with a customized and unique design of a
manuscript in EPUB format for final publication.

Duration for HTML/PDF/EPUB Creation: 2-3 days per manuscript. 3-7 days for a batch of
manuscripts

Price: 0.003 USD per word for each format.


https://go.madmimi.com/redirects/1441424063-db43966f7c14c11bcfc91452eb8e5cf2-7949597?pa=32859739505

Procedure

1. Request for a submission form.

2. Fill the submission form and submit it along with the batch of manuscripts to our e-mail below.
3. We will send you a price quote for your new order along with an invoice and payment link.
The price quote will also indicate the delivery date which will start counting from when your
payment has been confirmed.

4. Payment will be required before we proceed with our services.

5. The manuscripts will be delivered on the specified date.

Note

1. Waiver is applied for batch submissions of 20 manuscripts and above. Waiver can also be
calculated for the total number of manuscripts submitted in a month.

2. You can submit a trial manuscript for free processing.

For more inquiries, please contact us with the e-mail: info@editrev.com or
editrev.submit@gmail.com. Click here to visit our website.

5. SOME OTHERS FOR LANGUAGE CHECK

You may also contact following organizations for manuscripts editing:
JOURNALS CONSORTIUM (www.journalsconsortium.org)

EDITAGE (www.editage.com)

BIOEDIT (www.bioedit.co.uk)
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INSTRUCTIONS TO FORMAT AND PREPARE THE MANUSCRIPT

DON’T SUBMIT MANUSCRIPT/S PUBLISHED ALREADY
Manuscripts published elsewhere or under consideration elsewhere shall not be submitted

TO BE AVOIDED IN THE MANUSCRIPTS
Please avoid use of political tone and comments on any region, race/ethnic group, religion, class, caste etc.

© TO REPRODUCE COPYRIGHT MATERIAL

Don’t use any copyright material (figure/tables etc.) In the manuscript. However you may write about that
in the text

PREPARE MANUSCRIPT AS PER FORMAT OF THE JOURNAL

Please prepare the manuscript as per format and style of the journal, for detail information visit our website:
www.krepublishers.com

Please be certain that before submitting the manuscript, you have done the needful carefully particularly
the REFERENCES CITED IN THE TEXT AND LISTED IN THE END.

SCREENING OF THE RECEIVED MANUSCRIPTS

Please check each manuscript will be screened only (not reviewed) by the Member/s of the Editorial Board
for its suitability for publication in in the Special Issue/volume of the journal on the basis of

1. Topic of research,

2. Contents of the text,

3. Citation of recently published literature and

4. Presentation of manuscript as per format of the journal

5. The corresponding Guest Editor will be informed, if any manuscript is observed not suitable for the journal

PROFESSIONAL LANGUAGE EDITING
The article must be subjected to professional language editing and send the certificate with the manuscript

OPEN ACCESS ONLINE:

The Journals grant to users’ open access that is the u sers are allowed to read, download, copy, distribute,
print, search, or link to the full texts of the articles, or use them for any other lawful purpose, without asking
prior permission from the publisher or the author.

DISPUTE
Subject to DELHI (INDIA) Jurisdiction only, in case of any dispute

Administrative Editor will be glad to provide any information required in this regard.

JOURNAL MANUSCRIPT FORMAT
SUBMISSION CHECKLIST

Thank you for deciding to submit your manuscript to a Peer-reviewed Scientific and Research international
journal. Please make sure that you have satisfied the points on following checklist before submitting your
manuscript. If you have any questions about the submission process, please contact E-mail:
editor@krepublishers.co.in,

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CONTRIBUTORS/GUIDE FOR CONTRIBUTORS

Prepare the manuscript as per style of the journal. Read the detailed Instructions for Contributors/Guide for
Contributors.



PEER REVIEWERS

» Provide the contact details of at least three potential peer reviewers for your manuscript. These should
be experts in your field of study, who will be able to provide an objective assessment of the manuscript's
quality. Any peer reviewers that you suggest should not be members of the same research institution.
They should not be one of the Editorial advisers for the journal, unless they work precisely in your field.
The manuscript may also be sent to others for review in addition to the list of Referees provided by the
corresponding author.

Y

Full Name:

Present Status:

Field of Specialisation:

Complete Name and Address of Institute/Department/University:
E-mail addresses:

YV VVVVY

This journal uses a double blind review, which means that both the reviewer’s and author’s identities are
concealed from the reviewers, and vice versa, throughout the review process.

CONDITIONS OF SUBMISSION

» Do you confirm that all the authors of the manuscript have read and agreed to its content, that readily
reproducible materials described in the manuscript will be freely available to any scientist wishing to use
them for non-commercial purposes? Do you confirm that the manuscript is original, has not already
been published in a journal and is not currently under consideration by another journal?

PLEASE AVOID COMMENTS
» Any Region, Race/Ethnic Group, Religion, Class, Caste etc.

COPYRIGHT (FIGURE AND TABLE)

» © To reproduce copyright material
» Author should not use any copyright material (Figure/Tables etc.) in the manuscript. However he/she
may write about that in the form of text in the manuscript

MANUSCRIPT

GENERAL INFORMATION

Main Manuscript: MS Word

Size: A 4 Size

Text in column: Single

Font: Times New Roman

Font size: 12 pt.

Space in between Lines: 11/>

Tables: Tables should be at the end of the text after the list of References.
Figures: Figures should be at the end of the text after the list of References.
Send the figure in JPG form separately (not in MSWORD and or PDF format) “for final processing
Figures/Tables: Refer each Table/Figure in the text

PREPARE MANUSCRIPT UNDER THE FOLLOWING SUBDIVISIONS
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ADDRESS OF AUTHOR/S

» Always provide complete address of the working place (Department/University/ Institute/City/ Code No.
/Country)

FORMAT OF THE MANUSCRIPT
» Prepare the manuscript in 12 pt. Times new roman, 12 pt. Font, give 1 % space in between the lines
» Format the full manuscript as per style of the journal



» No bullet etc. Signs format in the text
» Prepare the manuscript as per format of the journal
(INTRODUCTION/OBJECTIVES/ MATERIAL AND METHODS/ RESUTS- cite figure and table no. In
the text/
DISCUSSION/
CONCLUSION/RECOMMENDATIONS —don’t cite any reference under these last two headings/
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS/
NOTES before the LIST OF REFERENCES/ REFERENCES/
Give All the Tables and Figures in the End after References/ Provide Figures in JPG Form

TITLE-RUNNING HEAD

» Provide Abbreviated Title (Running Head) of the Manuscript: it should be a brief of the title to be printed
with alternative page no. of the manuscript.

» About Running Head: In the manuscript after the first printed page every alternative pages of the
manuscript, on the top with Page No. there is the Name of the title in brief.

KEYWORDS

» Provide only 5-6 keywords and they should not be a repeat of the terms used in the article title
» Avoid abbreviations as keywords

» Write keywords alphabetically

ABSTRACT

» The abstract should consist of 100-150 words. The abstract should be written in complete sentences
and should succinctly state the objectives, the experimental design of the manuscript, and the principal
observations and conclusion; it should be intelligible without reference to the rest of the manuscript.

» Do not cite any reference and avoid quotes in the abstract.

TEXT

FORMAT
Prepare the manuscript as per format of the journal (check the attached file for format)

HEADINGS, SUBHEADINGS AND SUB-SUBHEADINGS
» Check and use the fonts for the-

» MAIN HEADINGS (CAPS BOLD)/

» Sub-Headings (Upper Lower Bold Font) /

» Sub-Sub Headings (Upper Lower Italics Bold Font) and

» Sub-Sub-Sub Heading (Upper Lower Italics Font)

ABBREVIATIONS
» Give full name for each abbreviation and avoid them for & etc.

STATISTICAL SYMBOLS
» Please check the statistical symbols carefully or use name of the symbol

GIVE TEXT UNDER THE FOLLOWING HEADINGS SEPARATELY

INTRODUCTION

» Review specific and recent literature on the topic of research, to give convincing rationale behind the
importance of studying of the present topic of research and may not be quite lengthy.

» Don’t use text book basic material

Objectives
» Give the objectives of the study in brief and under separate sub-heading



» Do not give sign of bullets/dots etc. In the text

METHODOLOGY

» The methodology section should present explain methods used precisely.

» Give when were data collected? What questions were used?

» If an article is not based on any data but a desktop publication as there’s no data collected. However,
the author should give explanations about methodology adopted.

RESULTS

» The results section should present all the findings and explain findings; simply inserting tables is not
enough.

» Comment on the table.

» Present both quantitative and qualitative data in this section.

» Do not start a sentence with digits/figures, write in words

» In the text write % in words (percent) except in brackets and tables

DISCUSSION

» Evaluate the observations more critically with recent studies (need to update with recent sources)
reported on the topic of research.

CONCLUSION

» It should be concise and reiterate the key discussion points. Streamline and make it more compact
» Don't cite any reference under this head

RECOMMENDATIONS

» Give recommendations of the study under separate heading, make it streamline and more compact.
» Don't cite any reference under this head

LIMITATIONS
» It should be brief
» Don't cite any reference under this head

DON’T GIVE SUMMARY IN THE END
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

NOTES
» Keep all the footnotes in the end before the list of references

APPENDIX

» Provide in English for readers who do not know the meaning of words of used in any other language.
Put these under the head appendix in the end of the text

REFERENCES

» CHECK THE FOLLOWING POINTS WHILE CITING THE REFERENCES IN THE TEXT AND L ISTING
THEM IN THE END

» Check do not give number either in the text or in the list of References in the end

» List only those REFERENCES in the end which are cited in the text




REFERENCES LISTED IN THE END

» These should be listed at the end of article, arranged alphabetically according to the surnames of the
authors and then chronologically. Following are examples of the proper reference style of various sources
but while listing there should not be any separate subheading/s for Journals/ Books/ Newsmanuscripts/
Magazines etc. Avoid using IBID and OP. CIT. in the text.

» Journals:
Chopra VP 1983. Population structure of the Indian people. Some microevoluntary aspects. Anthrop Anz,
41:111-117.

» Books:
Bhasin MK 1988. Biology of the People of Indian Region. A Classified and Comprehensive Bibliography
(Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, Sri Lanka). Delhi: Kamla-Raj Enterprises.

» Sections of Books:
Bhasin MK, Bhasin V 2001. Ecology and health: The Indian scenario. In: Veena Bhasin Vinay K Srivastava,
MK Bhasin (Eds.): Human Ecology in the New Millennium. Delhi: Kamla-Raj Enterprises, pp. 43-82.

» Newsmanuscript / Magazine:
Bhasin Veena 1982. Ecology and Gaddi Culture. Hindustan Times, Weekly, August 29, 1982, P. 9.

» Radio/Television Talk:
Bhasin Veena 1986. Radio Talk - Gaddis of Himachal Pradesh. All India Radio ‘Yuv Vani’ - 1st July, 1986.

» Meeting Manuscript:

Bhasin V, Bhasin MK, Singh IP 1978. Some problems in the education of Gaddis of Bharmour, Chamba
District, Himachal Pradesh. Manuscript presented in Seminar on Education and Social Change in Himachal
Pradesh (H.P.) in H.P. University, Shimla, November 13 to 16, 1978.

> Report:
UNESCO 1974. Report of an Expert Panel on MAB Project 6: Impact of Human Activities on Mountain and
Tundra Ecosystems. MAB Report Series No. 14, Paris: UNESCO.

» Thesis / Dissertation:
Bhasin Veena 1981. Ecological Influence on the Socio-cultural System of the Gaddis of Bharmour
SubTehsil, Chamba District, Himachal Pradesh. Ph. D. Thesis, Unpublished. Delhi: University of Delhi.

» Work “in press”:
Bhasin Veena 2004. Economic pursuits and strategies of survival among Damor of Rajasthan. J Hum Ecol,
(In Press).

> Website:
Official Home Page of Work and Income New Zealand 2004. From <http://www.workandincome.govt.nz>
(Retrieved on 18 March 2004).

When there are more than three authors use et al. in place of rest of the authors.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR LISTING OF REFERENCES

> Check the List of References carefully and arrange them as per style of the journal as follow:

Do not put NUMBER before any Reference

Do not give sign of bullets/dots etc. In the text

Do not give any separate subheading/s for Journals/Books/Newsmanuscripts, Magazines/Websites etc.
Do not use COMMA, FULL STOP in an individual name,

Do not place AND when there are two or more than two authors,

Do not place use et al. (NOT IN ITALICS) when there are more than two authors, i. e., Give names of
all the Authors, however you may use et al. After listing at least first three authors,

Place the YEAR of publication after the authors before the title of the manuscript, when using
abbreviations for the title of the journal than do not use FULL STOP,

After the name of the journal put COMMA and give VOLUME NO. Than COLON and PAGE NUMBERS.
Internet references should be mentioned when retrieved on;

» Do not use OP. CIT.
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REFERENCES CITED IN THE TEXT
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Check do not give number either in the text or in the list of References in the end

References citations in the text should be in parentheses and include author name(s) and year of
publication.

Text citations of two or more works at the time should be given in chronological order.

When citing a manuscript written by three or more authors, write the name of the first author plus “et al.”
(However, all authors must be given in the Reference section).

Where there are two or more manuscripts by the same author in one year, distinguishing letter (a, b,
C....) should be added to year.

Write only Family Name/Caste and not first or middle name except when there is more than one author
with the same Family Name/Caste than to differentiate among them use first and/or middle name.

All references should be carefully cross-checked; it is the author’s responsibility to ensure that references
are correct.

List only those REFERENCES in the end which are cited in the text

Do not cite any reference in the Abstract, Conclusion, Recommendations and Limitation

Do not use IBID and OP. CIT. in the text.

When there is one authors’ cited for an observation/evaluation than arrange it as follow

For example: Coale (1965) or Khakhar and Gulati (2000) or Dey et al. (2008)

When there are more than one authors cited for an observation/evaluation than arrange them according
to the year of publication and do not put comma before the year and place semi colon after the year For
example: (Coale 1965; De Jong 1974; Gulati 1996; Khakhar and Gulati 2000; Dey et al. 2008; Sharma
1997)

When there are more than one cited references in an observation/evaluation which are published in the
same year than arrange the list of authors alphabetically

For example: (Bhasin et al. 2007; Boon et al. 2007; Regassa 2007; Singh et al. 2007)

Delete only comma before the year in all the references cited in the text

Delete comma after et al., (et al. Not in italics) and put only full stop after et al. In the cited references in
the text

Put comma after the year instead of semi-colon when all the cited references are of the same author/s
Put semi-colon instead of comma in between the authors after the year in all the cited references.

Put colon after year when citing page no. In the text

Do not use website as a reference in the text. Give the name of the author/s and year only

TABLES AND FIGURES

» © TO REPRODUCE COPYRIGHT MATERIAL

As per policy of the journal, author should not use any copyright material (Figure/Tables etc.) In the
manuscript. However he/she may write about that in the form of text in the manuscript

TABLES

>
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Give number to each table in the manuscript. Start the number from one onwards and use numbers in
Arabic (1, 2, 3...)

Table titles should be complete

Table should either in the end after the references or after the text of the table

Don’t use above/below in the text for the table

Use decimal sign instead of comma in statistical values

Write all percentages in one decimal place in all the Tables in the text (for example 25.3 or 25.33)

Do not submit any scan table with the manuscript (send only Typed Tables)

All the tables must be in black & white and without any background

While the Tables clearly present the data, it is unnecessary to adopt whole questionnaire items as
description for variables. The authors may wish to abbreviate the variables in smaller sentences that
convey the same meaning

All the tables must be prepared as per format of the journal

Use Microsoft tool to draw yours Table and cite it in the text.

FIGURES, LINE DRAWINGS AND PHOTOGRAPH

>

>
>

Give number to each figure in the manuscript. Start the number from one onwards and use numbers in
Arabic (1, 2, 3...)

Figure title should be complete

All the figures must be cited in the text.
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Figure should either in the end after the references or after the text of the figure

Don’t use above/below in the text for the figure

Delete the figure if table is there for that observations.

Delete the Graphs and give the data in the form of tables for research manuscript. The graphs in the
manuscript will be more suitable while presenting the findings in a seminar/conference, but not in the
printed form

Line drawing (Map/Graph etc.) Must be in Black & White only (without any background).

Fill the bars or/and circles with dots and line only but not in light and dark shade

Figure/s in line drawing and lettering on them must be clear and concise

Check lettering and labels should be large enough to allow for suitable reduction and readable after
reduction.

Send the figure in JPG form only separately (not in MSWORD format of in PDF) for final processing
Permission to publish photograph of a subject:

Include the copy of the consent of the parents of the subject which permits the authors to publish the
photograph of the subject, and also cover both the eyes also cover both the eyes and also nose bridge
to make the figure appear better.

APPENDIX (IF ANY)

LANGUAGE AND TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS
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Get the manuscript check from a Professional English Language Editor to avoid typo errors
Use the word manuscript instead of article or study

Use the words the researcher/s instead of i/we

Paragraphs should be of reasonable sizes — not too big.

Use concise sentences.

Don’t start a sentence with digits/figures, write in words

Use that is for i.e.; for example for e.g.; and for & in the text

Do not use op. cit., ibid etc. in the text

Please note that always use English Alphabet of the English Language in the complete text
Italicize the local words

Provide in English for readers who do not know the meaning of words of used in any other language.
Put these under the Head Appendix in the end of the text

PLAGIARISM:

>

>
>
>

To avoid delay in processing the manuscript, get the manuscript checked through plagiarism detection
software

(for example Crossref Similarity/ iThenticate /Turnitin/Academic Paradigms, LLC-Check For Plagiarism
/Grammarly-Plagiarism Checker among others)

Plagiarism Checker URKUND-URKUND.COM

Plagiarism Detector reserved for teaching staff only

Free Plagiarism Checker for Students Online at ThePensters.com

CHECK PLAGIARISM RATING —-OVERALL:

1.

2.

3.

Similarity Index - PLAGIARISM RATING 5% - 10%: Low risk about the document contains any
plagiarised material.

Similarity Index - PLAGIARISM RATING 11% - 25%: Medium risk about the document contains
any plagiarised material.

Similarity Index - PLAGIARISM RATING 25%-+: High risk about the document contains plagiarised
material.

DISPUTE

All disputes and claims shall be subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of the courts of Gurugram, Haryana,
India
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RUNNING HEAD: DISCOURSE CONTEST PROS AND CONS OF COVID-19
VACCINATION

KEYWORDS COVID-19. Discourse Contest. Pros and cons. Pandemic. Vaccination.
ABSTRACT This study aims to analyze the occurrence and explain the pattern of
contestation on the pros and cons of COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City. The study
used a qualitative approach with data collection methods through interviews, observation and
documentation. The results show that the discourse of vaccination is not only healthy but also
political and economic. The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by the pro and
contra community in the arena of health, politics and economics shows a pattern of
contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the
discourse and knowledge milling about in the community and on social media compared to
those against the COVID-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in the crowded places where
the vaccination is being visited by the public, long queues are always seen every time there is
an implementation of vaccination carried out for free.
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INTRODUCTION

One of the phenomena that exist in the community is the vaccination program that has been
launched by the government for free. Despite the proven importance of vaccination for the
health and well-being of the population, many people opt out of the government vaccination
schedule. The phenomenon in some countries, where vaccination rates are below 95[ percent,
puts people at risk for infectious diseases that can be prevented by immunization (UK Health
Security Agency 2014),

Vaccines are germs (viruses) that are weakened to produce active immunity when introduced
into the human body. Vaccines with all their capabilities to prevent morbidity and mortality
from infectious diseases are the greatest achievements in the field of public health (Poland
and Jacobson 2001). Vaccines played an important role in the 20th century because they
succeeded in eradicating smallpox in 1974 and polio in 2014 (Maglione et al. 2014).

Vaccine development does not necessarily go smoothly. When vaccines become more
popular, certain groups and understandings are born that reject them, namely the anti-
vaccines. There are discussions in the community and on the internet about the anti-
vaccination/immunization movement. Research results show that this new movement
emerged when the smallpox vaccination was introduced and continues to this day (Wolfe and
Sharp 2002). The methods of disseminating information have changed since the 19th century,
but the issues raised by the anti-vaccination community remain the same today. When traced,
the number of internet sites that discuss anti-vaccination will be far more than sites that
promote vaccination. Most of the content is similar, copied over and over from one site to
another (Kristyanto 2012). The article was written as if it was evidence-based medicine
because it featured the names of experts with very convincing data and figures.

Over the time, the anti-vaccine movement was not only crowded on the internet but also
seminars were held in universities. Even the speaker is a doctor (Kristyanto 2012). Doctors as
‘experts' are valued for their knowledge, both in terms of theory and clinical skills, so that any
information conveyed by a doctor will be easily believed by a patient, including anti-vaccine
propaganda. One of the famous figures for his refusal to be vaccinated is Sherri Tenpenny, an
osteopath from Ohio, United States (detikNews 2015). Some of his works related to anti-
vaccination, such as: (1) Saying No to Vaccines, contains an explanation of why vaccines are
detrimental to health, including vaccine complications such as asthma, autism, Attention

Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and immune disorders (Tenpenny 2008); and (2)
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FOWL! Bird Flu: It's Not What You Think, which describes how bird flu correlates with
vaccination (Tenpenny 2006).

Various factors can influence people's decisions about vaccination, one potential one being
the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspiracy theorists
explain the main causes of important events as the covert actions of certain groups who cover
up information to suit their interests (Brotherton 2015; Cichocka et al. 2016). For example,
popular conspiracy theorists allege that the 9/11 attacks were orchestrated by the United
States government to justify the war on terror and that climate change is a hoax orchestrated
by climate scientists to secure research funding (Swami et al. 2010); Wood and Douglas
2015). According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccination,
data is falsified and the dangerous side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to
ensure that pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit and Moser
2011). For example, Oliver and Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors
and the government would prefer vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism, 20
percent agreed and 36 percent did not. This study aims to examine the relationship between
vaccination in children and autism.

The practice of vaccination is not only symbolic but also closely related to body appearance,
identity, class and social relations. Symbols and performances are transmitted, learned, and
reproduced within families, across generations and within groups and communities (Lunnay
et al. 2011). Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new contribution. Some scholars
have criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine indecision and vaccine refusal to
recognize the gender and relational aspects of parenting as decision-making (Conis 2021).
Streefland et al. (1999) groundbreaking anthropological work introduced the notion of a 'local
vaccination culture' rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The debate about the pros and cons in Indonesia that is currently popular is the use of the
COVID-19 vaccine, which is being implemented by the Indonesian government. The
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination was marked by the first vaccination by
President Joko Widodo on January 13, 2021. The first wave, the vaccination period starts
from January - April 2021 by targeting the main target health workers as many as 1.4 million
followed by the elderly as many as 21,5 million, then public officers as many as 17.4 million
people. The second wave, starting in April — March 2021, is targeting a range of people,
namely those in areas with a high risk of transmission, the number of which is estimated at
around 63.9 million, followed by other communities, which number around 77.4 million

people with a cluster approach by the availability of vaccines (Badan Penelitian dan
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Pengembangan Kesehatan Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). Researchers
found that there are many pros and cons regarding the COVID-19 vaccine.

World Health Organization (WHO) recommends that all countries must implement a
COVID-19 vaccine program. Every element of society has an important role in achieving
COVID-19 vaccination. According to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception
can affect his health behaviour. Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for
each individual, which is also influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al.
2018). Ordinary people are restless because they think that everything that contains pork in it
is haram under any circumstances, plus many hoax issues are circulating about the impact of
giving vaccines. The COVID-19 vaccination campaign program was launched before
vaccination began, but the fact is that after vaccination began, there were people who refused

to be vaccinated.

Objectives

1. Analyzing the spread of knowledge behind the emergence of contestation on the pros
and cons of the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City.

2. Analyzing the mechanism of the contestation pattern of pro and con discourse on the

implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City.

METHODOLOGY

Location and Type of Research

This research will be conducted in Makassar City, South Sulawesi Province. This type of
research is qualitative with a constructivist paradigm. Qualitative research allows interaction
between researchers and researchers as in the tradition of the constructivist paradigm so that
the data adapted is natural. Truth is a shared understanding of social reality in the form of
intersubjectivity that was born as a result of the interaction between the researcher and the
researcher. The research targets are people who are actively involved in discourse
contestation both in the real world and in cyberspace. Informants will be selected by
purposive sampling, where each informant will be selected according to the research

objectives and understanding of the problem under study, namely at least already involved in



pro debates and cons when the COVID-19 vaccine crew period starts until the time this

research is carried out.

Methods of Data Collection, Processing and Analysis

Based on the source, the data used is divided into two categories, namely primary data and
secondary data. Primary data was obtained directly from several respondents. Primary data
collection techniques were carried out through in-depth interviews, participatory
observations, documentation and Focus Group Discussions (FGD). The main form of
interview used is an in-depth interview. The author also conducts the informal conversational
interview, which is an interview technique that takes place spontaneously and freely (Denzin
and Lincoln 2011). While secondary data is obtained from several related agencies such as
government agencies, as well as written data from various sources such as books, journals,
and research results.

Data analysis went through three stages, namely; first, the data reduction process that focuses
on the selection, simplification, abstraction and transformation of rough data from field notes.
In this process, data that are relevant to the research focus and data that do not meet the
inclusion-exclusion criteria are selected. The second stage is data presentation, namely the
compilation of information into statements that allow concluding. The data is presented in the
form of narrative text, initially scattered and separated from various sources of information,
and then classified according to the theme and needs of analysis. The third stage is drawing
conclusions based on data reduction and presentation. Conclusion drawing takes place
gradually from general conclusions at the data reduction stage, then becomes more specific at
the data presentation stage, and more specifically at the actual conclusion drawing stage. This
series of processes shows that the qualitative data analysis in this study combines the stages
of data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing repeatedly and cyclically (Miles
and Huberman 1994; Moleong 1999)
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still many people who do not want to implement the vaccine. Debates about the pros and cons
of discourse in the public sphere and social media always occur.

The Health Human Resources (HR) group appears to have carried out vaccinations 1 and 2
and has reached 100 percent already vaccinated. Meanwhile, public officials such as
Lecturers, Teachers, Soldiers, Police, and State Civil Apparatus, including private employees,
have reached 89.12 percent who have received the second vaccine or 611,985 of the 694,477
people targeted for the vaccine. While the elderly group reached as low as 20.01 percent or
150,871 people who received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine
reached 12.78 percent or 96,315 people. While the general public showed that of the
4,571,997 people who were targeted for the vaccine, only about 34.57 percent or 1,580,455
people had received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine only
reached 20.05 percent or 916,603 people who had just received the vaccine. 2. While the
group of adolescents who became the target group was 978,890 people and those who had
received vaccine 1 had reached 50.94 percent or 498,631 people, while those who had
received the second vaccine were 30.38 percent or 297,425 people. Overall, of the 7,058,141
who were targeted for the new vaccine, around 42.92 percent or 3,029,642 people had
received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine only reached 28.21
percent or 1,991,177 people (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). This data
shows that herd immunity has not been achieved because ideally, people who must receive
the vaccine are above 75 percent of the total population who are the target group of the
vaccine. One of the obstacles to the slow achievement of herd immunity is the emergence of
groups that are against the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Data related to the implementation of vaccination in the city of Makassar shows a number
that is quite encouraging for those who are pro-vaccines. Makassar City is one of the
districts/cities with the highest vaccine participation rate among districts/cities in South
Sulawesi Province. Makassar City already has around 75.34 percent of people who have
received the first vaccine, while people who have received the second vaccine have reached
54.36 percent (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). This data shows that
Makassar City is the region with the highest number of vaccines receiving the first and
second vaccines among the Kota regencies in South Sulawesi. Although the number is quite
high, it has not yet reached herd immunity. The existence of community resistance is one of
the factors that slow the achievement of herd immunity in Makassar City.

For the people of Makassar City, the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination is not just
a health discourse, but also involves economic, political and religious discourse. The
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following is a presentation of the discourse on the pros and cons of implementing the

COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City in various spheres and discourses.

COVID-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Health Discourse

There are various kinds of discourses put forward by the community regarding the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City. People in Makassar City
consider that the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination is not merely a medical or
health issue, but also related to economic and political issues and even religious issues.
Discourse battles occur in various arenas, both in the real world and in the virtual or virtual
world. Discourse on the pros and cons of implementing the COVID-19 vaccine has always
coloured meetings in various public spaces. Both formal and informal meetings. It is a
common thing that we meet at these meetings involving discussions about the pros and cons
of implementing the COVID-19 vaccination.

Pro
An informant who works as a private employee said that:

...said that he is pro against the COVID-19 vaccine, because according to the COVID-19
vaccine it can increase our body's immunity, and | believe that this vaccine has been
made by experts for our good in the world amid this COVID-19 outbreak, and has been
considered beforehand. Therefore | am not afraid to be vaccinated.... (AT, 03/06/2021)

A similar view was expressed by an informant who works as a Civil Servant that:

...said that she was pro against the COVID-19 vaccine because of the COVID-19
vaccination, the body's immune system increased even though there were side effects
after being vaccinated, the body felt sore and sleepy for three days. At least after | was
vaccinated | no longer felt worried about being exposed to the COVID-19 virus," he
said...(AST, 03/06/2021)

Based on the statements of the two informants, it appears that both of them support the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination because vaccines are believed to strengthen the
immunity of people who have been vaccinated. The covid vaccine is believed to have been
made by experts who are competent in their field so that it is safe to use. However, there are
side effects that usually arise after a person has been vaccinated against COVID-19, such as
drowsiness and body aches for three days. The two informants believed that after someone
had received the COVID-19 vaccine, the chance of being exposed to the COVID-19 virus
was very small because they already had good body immunity.

Respondents who were against the COVID-19 vaccination said that vaccination would cause
paralysis, and death, some even said that the COVID-19 vaccine had no clinical trial results
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and was still confusing while the pros said that the COVID-19 vaccine can increase the
body's immunity so that they no longer worry about being exposed to the COVID-19 virus.
An informant from the Civil Servants circle revealed that:

...was pro or receiving vaccinations because he said that he was obliged to vaccinate
from the office but besides being required he said he was personally, the vaccine
weakens the virus, and he said it was as a preparation of the body for the production of
the immune system, if at any time exposed to the coronavirus but after being vaccinated
the immune system was already can recognize that it is the COVID-19 virus. Then he
also said that after being vaccinated there were no significant side effects because the
symptoms experienced were common symptoms felt by people who had been vaccinated,
but these symptoms were only felt after the first vaccination, after the second vaccination
the symptoms were no longer felt. However, he said that because he had a history of
asthma, after the vaccination he felt the impact that if his body was more sensitive to
dust, his asthma returned...(SSL, 03/06/2021).

Meanwhile, an informant who works as a trader revealed that:

...agrees with the COVID-19 vaccine because it can reduce the possibility of severe
symptoms and complications due to COVID-19. In addition, the COVID-19 vaccination
aims to encourage the formation of herd immunity or group immunity. So, he said by
getting the COVID-19 vaccine, we not only protect ourselves but also those around us
who do not yet have immunity to the Coronavirus. Now the side effects of this vaccine
are said to be harmless, he only feels a little dizzy and gets sleepy easily, but this is
generally in the sense that all those who have been vaccinated have experienced this...
(MRW, 09/06/2021)

Based on the statements of the two informants, it appears that both of them support the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination because if someone has been vaccinated, it can
weaken the effect of the COVID-19 virus if it attacks people who have been vaccinated. The
chance of disease complications can be reduced if someone has received the COVID-19
vaccine. In addition, the massive implementation of COVID-19 vaccination in the
community can accelerate the occurrence of herd immunity. If herd immunity is achieved,
then the community can leave the pandemic to become endemic and the community can
return to their activities normally.

Counter

Several informants who were against the COVID-19 vaccine, such as SM (27 years) and SW
(26 years):

..said that | was against it because of what | saw of people who had been vaccinated
against COVID-19, some of them were paralyzed, some even die. | have a history of
illness, so | am afraid to get vaccinated against COVID-19. People who have been
vaccinated do not rule out the possibility of being exposed to the COVID-19 virus...(SM
and SW, 02/06/2021)

..no COVID-19 vaccine had passed clinical trials and there was still confusing
information about this COVID-19 vaccine. This COVID-19 vaccination was carried out
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too hastily, and it is not certain whether this vaccine is safe or not, but it has been
carried out. Because doing vaccinations that have not been clinically tested can cause
new health problems,” he said...(SW, 04/06/2021)

Based on the statements of SM and SW, who are both housewives, it appears that the reason
she refused to be vaccinated was due to their knowledge system that the COVID-19 vaccine
injected to someone did not go through good clinical trials. COVID-19 vaccines that have not
gone through clinical trials can cause new diseases in people who have been vaccinated.
COVID-19 vaccination, is something that is forced and done in a hurry. There were cases that
they got from their friends that people who had been vaccinated against COVID-19 were
paralyzed and some even died. There is no guarantee from the government and the media,
that people who have been vaccinated will be free from getting the virus, instead they still
have the chance to be attacked by the COVID-19 virus.

The same thing was conveyed by informant AS (31 years) a private employee who stated that
he refused to be vaccinated because:

..there were many cases of people getting sick after being vaccinated. A paralyzed
person, it was even reported that someone died after being vaccinated. There is also
news of people who are positive for COVID-19, even though they have been vaccinated...
(AS, 06/06/2021)

The refusal to be vaccinated in the AS is due to the knowledge system it has that the Covid-
19 vaccine can make a person paralyzed and die. It was also proven that people who had been
vaccinated, but later were sentenced to experience COVID-19. Based on this, the informants
refused to be vaccinated against COVID-19.

COVID-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Political Discourse

Pro

According to AN (23 years old), a master's degree student at a well-known university in the
city of Makassar revealed that:

....For example, if the vaccine is indeed an antidote to COVID-19, then | agree, as long
as no one feels harmed by the vaccine, why not. The vaccine is a form of the
government's anticipation process to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus to
protect its people...(AN, 13/07/2021)

Based on the statement of the source, it seems that it refers more to the government's efforts
to prevent the spread of the virus through vaccines than the public is afraid of the rise of news
about the dangers of vaccines whose truth cannot be trusted.

Meanwhile, according to informant AD (45 years old):

..that the government has a moral responsibility to protect all its people from the
dangers of the coronavirus. The government's reputation is at stake in dealing with the
COVID-19 issue. Therefore, as a good citizen, | am obliged to help the government to
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make the COVID-19 vaccination successful. | believe that the government will not
plunge its people into the vaccine. | am ready to be vaccinated to protect myself, my
family and society in general from the spread of the coronavirus...(AD, 14/07/2021)

Based on the information from Mr Alimuddin, it appears that he strongly supports the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination and he has a responsibility to help the

government and wants to be vaccinated as an effort to protect himself, his family and society.

Counter
Informant MFR (23 years old):

revealed that he had doubts about the COVID-19 vaccination and was also surprised at
the government which seemed to oblige the public to be vaccinated. In addition, the
interviewees also wondered why the vaccine was made so fast, whereas if you think
about it using the logic of making a vaccine, it has a long time frame because a extra
thorough research must be carried out so that it can be used as an antidote to the virus
(MFR, 05/06/2021)

A more extreme view is expressed by AM (21 years old):

...saying that this vaccination resembles a fascist-style program. Because in several
countries there is a large depopulation of the population due to the trial vaccine. This
informant does not yet believe in the existence of COVID-19 because until now its
whereabouts are still unclear. So why receive vaccinations if the virus that is currently
being discussed is still unclear? According to him, this is just a conspiracy. that the
vaccines that are circulated in the world are made by capitalist companies whose
scientific base is not medical personnel. So, no one knows in the future what will happen
to people who have been vaccinated, because of the fluids that enter the bodies of these
people we do not know what fluids are made of...(AM, 04/07/2021)
Based on the statements of the two informants, it appears that MFR and AM refused because
the COVID-19 vaccine did not go through a research process. After all, it went through a
short duration of time, whereas normally vaccines go through longer research results or can
only be used for years. The government seems to be forcing people to participate in vaccines.
The AM informant suspects that the COVID-19 vaccine is an attempt to reduce the earth's
population by pharmaceutical capitalist companies. According to AM's knowledge system,
the COVID-19 vaccine is political because it was not made by people with a medical expert
background, so there is no guarantee of what it will be like in the future for people who have
received the COVID-19 vaccine.

COVID-19 Vaccine in Economic Discourse Battle
Pro

According to informant SR (45 years old):

...people need to receive vaccines immediately to achieve immunity. If people have been
vaccinated and are immune to the coronavirus, then they can carry out normal economic
activities...(SR, 13/11/2021)

The same thing was expressed by a media officer named Rosdiana (40 years old):
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..that economic activities will soon run smoothly when people have carried out
vaccinations. This is because people who have previously received the COVID-19
vaccine will experience immunity to the coronavirus..(RD, 13/11/2021)

Based on the informant's narrative, it appears that the discourse of vaccination is to accelerate
economic recovery in the community or country as the coronavirus attack must be stopped so

that economic activity can recover as before.

Counter
According to the informant AGS (56 years old):

...that the issue of the coronavirus was deliberately heralded by countries that produce
vaccines so that countries compete to buy vaccines from their countries. This is certainly
very beneficial economically for the country that produces the vaccine...(AGS, 17/09/
2021).

The same thing was expressed by MT (54 years old):

..that the Chinese State deliberately discussed the transmission of the coronavirus so
that other countries would buy the COVID-19 vaccine to protect its citizens from the
dangers of the coronavirus attack...(MT, 12/09/2021).

Based on the narratives of the two informants, it appears that they consider issues related to
the corona, including the implementation of vaccination, to be issues related to economic
problems. There is a group of countries that want to get a big advantage behind the issue of
the spread of the coronavirus.

The pattern of Contest Between Pro Vaccines and Contra COVID-19 Vaccines

The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by people who are pro-vaccine and
contra-vaccine COVID-19 in the health, political, and economic arenas shows a pattern of
contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the
discourse and knowledge milling about in the community and on social media compared to
those against the COVID-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in the crowded places where
the vaccination is visited by the public. Queues are always visible during the implementation
of free vaccinations.

Referring to the vaccination data compiled by the Makassar Health Service as of September
1, 2021. The achievement of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City has reached 50.06
per cent for the first dose or targeting 551,879 Makassar residents who have been vaccinated
from the total vaccine target of 1,102,330 Makassar residents. Meanwhile, those who have
received the full vaccine or received two doses reached 31.77 per cent or 350,247 Makassar
residents. This vaccination targets all groups of people such as health workers, educators,
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public officials, the elderly, market traders, the general public, people with disabilities and
students, and university students. The achievement of the Makassar City vaccination for the
first dose has reached 50.06 per cent and for the second dose, it is 31 per cent more.

The contestation of power and knowledge as the theory of Foucault (2012); Ritzer (2012);
Ritzer and Goodman (2008) is constructed based on a very complex scientific method. This
complexity gave birth to three alternative knowledge reconstructions described by Salman
(2012) as patterned reconstructions (1) zero-sum game, which occurs when there is mutual
negation in the contestation between knowledge, (2) hybridization, which occurs when
mixing occurs and then gives birth to new features of knowledge in contestation between
narratives; patterned reconstruction; (3) coexistence, takes place when there is a mutual
presence without mutual influence in the contestation between discourses.

The concept of hybridization is also used by Escobar (1999) in analyzing the linkage of local
knowledge with science with a cultural value orientation. The COVID-19 vaccination
practice has become a cultural phenomenon that is surrounded by various cultural symbols
that contain meaning, contestation, interests, and power relations in it. Regarding the link
between the two knowledge, Salman (2012) is of the view that when local variables
increasingly interact with non-local variables, the knowledge that is applied is not only
produced within the community but also the knowledge that comes from outside. In such
conditions, contact, cooperation, mutual reference, competition and conflict between
substances and producers and bearers of knowledge take place. This whole phenomenon is

referred to as the contestation of knowledge.

DISCUSSION

Based on the data found in the field it appears that a person's knowledge system for accepting
or rejecting the COVID-19 vaccination is influenced by health behaviour. Communities who
are familiar with using the services of paramedics in overcoming illnesses they experienced
before, tend to want to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Meanwhile, people who have rarely used
medical services when they are sick, tend to refuse to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Religious
beliefs also play a role in determining the choice to accept or refuse to receive the COVID-19
vaccine. There is a belief among the public that the COVID-19 vaccine contains pork

elements which are forbidden to enter the body of a Muslim. Such belief is of course based
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on religious doctrine, especially among adherents of Islam. Therefore, people refuse to be
vaccinated against COVID-19.

Along in line with the research conducted by Adnan Fojnica et al. (2022) who found that only
25.7% of respondents said they wanted to get the COVID-19 vaccine, while 74.3% of
respondents were hesitant or refused vaccination altogether. Vaccine acceptance increases
with age, education, and income level. The main motivation for pro-vaccination behaviour is
the intention to achieve weaponry immunity (30.1%), while the main incentive for vaccine
prevention is a lack of clinical data (30.2%).

According to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception can affect his health
behaviour. Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for each individual,
which is also influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al. 2018). Ordinary
people are restless because they think that everything that contains pork in it is haram under
any circumstances, plus many rumours are circulating about the impact of giving vaccines.
The COVID-19 vaccination campaign program was launched long before the vaccination
started, but after the vaccination started, some people refused to be vaccinated.

Various factors can undoubtedly influence people's decisions about vaccination, one potential
one being the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspiracy
theorists explain the main causes of important events as the secret actions of certain groups to
cover up information to suit their interests (Brotherton 2015; Cichocka et al. 2016).
According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccinations, data is
falsified and the harmful side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to ensure that
pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit and Moser 2011). For
example, Oliver and Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors and the
government preferred vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism.

Vaccination is the most effective and efficient step to give children immunity in an effort to
prevent various kinds of infectious diseases. Vaccination is carried out by giving antigens
(viruses or bacteria) to stimulate an antibody response (Arifianto 2014).

Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new contribution. Several scholars have
criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine hesitancy and refusal to acknowledge the
gendered and relational aspects of parental decision-making (Conis 2021). Streefland et al.
(1999) groundbreaking anthropological work introduced the notion of a 'local vaccination
culture' rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The term vaccine doubt refers to the delay in receiving or refusing a vaccine despite the

availability of vaccination services. Doubt has alternative connotations including



18

confidence/belief in various issues such as trust in vaccines including concerns about vaccine
safety, and trust in healthcare workers who administer vaccines and in those who make
decisions to approve vaccines (Suhardjo 2010).

Acceptance of the vaccine has a large number when compared to the group that refuses the
vaccine. But the group agreed that others should vaccinate and some delayed vaccination or
received vaccinations but were unsure about doing so. This scepticism is set on a continuum
between those who accept all vaccines without hesitation, complete refusals without
hesitation, and individuals who doubt vaccines also agree with vaccine refusal.

COVID-19 disease is a disease for which a definite cure has not been found, so preventing
the spread of COVID-19 disease. The State of Indonesia has guaranteed its citizens to be
vaccinated. Presidential Regulation no. 99 of 2020 concerning the procurement of vaccines
and the implementation of vaccinations in the context of dealing with the COVID-19
pandemic (Presiden Republik Indonesia 2020). Decree of the Minister of Health No.
HK.01.02/MENKES/12758/2021 regarding the determination of the type of vaccine for the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia
2020). Then, Minister of Health Regulation No. 84 of 2020 concerning the implementation of
vaccinations in the context of controlling COVID-19 (Menteri Kesehatan Republik Indonesia
2020). The implementation of the vaccination has received a lot of rejection from the
community. Various negative issues regarding COVID-19 vaccination through the internet,
television (TV) and issues circulating in their environment make people hesitate to carry out
vaccinations. The government has a discourse that the COVID-19 vaccination must be
carried out on 70 percent of the population so that herd immunity can be achieved.

Certain social groups can also become social capital for someone who can influence
individual behaviour. In addition, symbolic capital such as religion, for example, Islam which
forbids its followers to eat pigs will certainly make strong rejection of the COVID-19

vaccination which is rumoured to be made from pigs.

CONCLUSION

Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that: 1) The contestation of pro talk and
contracts for the COVID-19 vaccine took place in the health (medical), political, and
economic arenas. The knowledge system that underlies a person's choices for the pros and
cons of the COVID-19 vaccine is based on religious beliefs, geographic conditions, health

conditions, and education level. 2) The pattern of speech contestation and knowledge
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possessed by related actors who are pro-COVID-19 vaccines appear as the dominating or

victorious parties to the knowledge of actors who are against the COVID-19 vaccine.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the conclusions that have been put forward, the researchers suggest the following
there should be mutual understanding and mutual respect between knowledge that is for the
COVID-19 vaccine and knowledge against the COVID-19 vaccine in the health, economic
and political arenas so that it does not lead to hostility. Thus, the truth claim does not arise
only from one party. The party that appears as the dominant group, namely the people who
are pro to the COVID-19 vaccine, can continue to roll the knowledge they have so that more
people will implement the COVID-19 vaccine. But still have to respect differences of opinion

with people who are against the COVID-19 vaccine.

LIMITATIONS

Because this study is to understand the debate on the pros and cons of vaccines in Makassar
City and was carried out during the COVID-19 pandemic with a qualitative approach. This
research is limited to examining one large city area in Indonesia that carries out the COVID-
19 vaccination. The existence of government policies to limit travel and maintain distance in
interacting made the research team experience limitations in extracting information from
various informants. Future studies can be carried out with a quantitative approach and can
reach a larger number of samples and be carried out in various regions in Indonesia.
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ABSTRACTths study aims to analyze the occurrence and explain the pattern of
contestation on the pros and cons of COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City. The study
usetﬂ qualitative approach with data collection methods through interviews, observation and
documentation. The results show that the discourse of vaccination is not only healthy but also
political and economic. The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by the pro and
contra community in the arena of health, politics and economics shows a pattern of
contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the
discourse and knowledge milling about in the community and on social media compared to
those against the COVID-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in the crowded places where
the vaccination is being visited by the public, long queues are always seen every time there is

an implementation of vaccination carried out for free.
INTRODUCTION

One of the phenomena that exist in the community is the vaccination program that has been
launched by the government for free. Despite the proven importance of vaccination fo@]e
health and well-being of the population, many people opt out of the government vaccination
schedule. The phenomenon in some countries, where vaccination rates are below 95 percent,
puts people at risk for infectious diseases that can be prevented by immunization (UK Health
Security Agency 2014).

Vaccines are germs (viruses) that are weakened to produce active immunity when introduced
into the human body. Vaccines with all their capabilities to prevent morbidity and mortality

from infectious diseases are the greatest achievements in the field of public health (Poland



and Jacobson 2001). Vaccines played an important role in the 20th century because they
succeeded in eradicating smallpox in 1974 and polio in 2014 (Maglione et al. 2014).

Vaccine development does not necessarily go smoothly. When vaccines become more
popular, certain groups and understandings are born that reject them, namely the anti-
vaccines. There are discussions in the community and on the internet about the anti-
vaccination/immunization movement. Research results show that this new movement
emerged when the smallpox vaccination was introduced and continues to this day (Wolfe and
Sharp 2002). The methods of disseminating information have changed since the 19th century,
but the issues raised by the anti-vaccination community remain the same today. When traced,
the number of internet sites that discuss anti-vaccination will be far more than sites that
promote vaccination. Most of the content is similar, copied over and over from one site to
another (Kristyanto 2012). The article was written as if it was evidence-based medicine
because it featured the names of experts with very convincing data and figures.

Over the time, the anti-vaccine movement was not only crowded on the internet but also
seminars were held in universities. Even the speaker is a doctor (Kristyanto 2012). Doctors as
‘experts' are valued for their knowledge, both in terms of theory and clinical skills, so that any
information conveyed by a doctor will be easily believed by a patient, including anti-vaccine
propaganda. One of the famous figures for his refusal to be vaccinated is Sherri Tenpenny, an
osteopath from Ohio, United States (detikNews 2015). Some of his works related to anti-
vaccination, such as: (1) Saying No to Vaccines, contains an explanation of why vaccines are
detrimental to health, including vaccine complications such as asthma, autism, Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and immune disorders (Tenpenny 2008); and (2)
FOWL! Bird Flu: It's Not What You Think, which describes how bird flu correlates with
vaccination (Tenpenny 2006).

Various factors carﬂfluence people's decisions about vaccination, one potential one being
the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspiracy theorists
explain the main causes of important events as the covert actions of certain groups who cover
up information to suit their interests (Brotherton 2015; Cichocka et al. 2016). For example,
popular conspiracy theorists allege that the 9/11 attacks were orchestrated by the United
States government to justify the war on terror and that climate change is a hoax orchestrated
by climate scientists to secure research funding (Swami et al. 2010); Wood and Douglas
2015). According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccination,
data is falsified and the dangerous side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to

ensure that pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit and Moser



2011). For example, Oliver and Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors
and the government would prefer vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism, 20
percent agreed and 36 percent did not. This study aims to examine the relationship between
vaccination in children and autism.

The practice of vaccination is not only symbolic but also closely related to body appearance,
identity, class and social relations. Symbols and performances are transmitted, learned, and
reproduced within families, across generations and within groups and communities (Lunnay
et al. 2011). Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new contribution. Some scholars
have criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine indecision and vaccine refusal to
recognize the gender and relational aspects of parenting as decision-making (Conis 2021).
Streefland et al. (1999) groundbreaking anthropological work introduced the notion of a 'local
vaccination culture' rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The debate about the pros and cons in Indonesia that is currently popular is the use@f the
COVID-19 vaccine, which is being implemented by the Indonesian government.@he
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination was marked by the first vaccination by
President Joko Widodo on January 13, 2021. The first wave, the vaccination period starts
from January - April 2021 by targeting the main target health workers as many as 1.4 million
followed by the elderly as many as 21,5 million, then public officers as many as 17.4 million
people. The second wave, starting in April — March 2021, is targeting a range of people,
namely those in areas with a high risk of transmission, the number of which is estimated at
around 63.9 million, followed by other communities, which number around 77.4 million
people%ith a cluster approach by the availability of vaccines @adan Penelitian dan
Pengembangan Kesehatan Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). Researchers
found tha@mere are many pros and cons regarding the COVID-19 vaccine.

World Health Organization (WHO) recommends that all countries must implement a
COVID-19 vaccine program. Every element of society has@n important role in achieving
COVID-19 vaccination. According to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception
can affect his health behaviour. Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for
each individual, which is also influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al.
2018). Ordinary people are restless because they think that everything that contains pork in it
is haram under any circumstances, plus many hoax issues are circulating about the impact of
giving vaccines. The COVID-19 vaccination campaign program was launched before
vaccination began, but the fact is that after vaccination began, there were people who refused

to be vaccinated.



Objectives

1. Analyzing the spread of knowledge behind the emergence of contestation orﬁe pros
and cons of the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City.

2. Analyzing the mechanism of the contestation pattern of pro and con discourse orﬁ‘ne

implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City.
METHODOLOGY

Location and Typgf Research

This research will be conducted in Makassar City, South Sulawesi Province. This type of
research is qualitative with a constructivist paradigm. Qualitative research allows interaction
between researchers and researchers as in the tradition of the constructivist paradigm so that
the data adapted is natural. Truth is a shared understanding of social reality in the form of
intersubjectivity that was born as a result of the interaction between the researcher and the
researcher. The research targets are people who are actively involved in discourse
contestation both in the real world and in cyberspace. Informants will be selected by
purposive sampling,QIhere each informant will be selected according to the research
objectives and understanding of the problem under study, namely at least already involved in
pro debates and cons when the COVID-19 vaccine crew period starts until the time this

research is carried out.

Methods of Data Collection, Processing and Analysis

Qased on the source, the data used is divided into two categories, namely primary data and
secondary data. Primary data was obtained directly from several respondentsQrimary data
collection techniques were carried out through in-depth interviews, participatory
observations, documentation and Focus Group Discussions (FGD). The main form of
interview used is an in-depth interview. The author also conducts the informal conversational
interview, which is an interview technique that takes place spontaneously and freely (Denzin
and Lincoln 2011). While secondary data is obtained from several related agencies such as
government agencies, as well as written data from various sources such as books, journals,

and research results.



5

Data analysis wengwough three stages, namely; first, the data reduction process that focuses
on the selection, simplification, abstraction and transformation of rough data from field notes.
In this process, data that are relevant to the research focus and data that do not meet the
inclusion-exclusion criteria are selected. The second stage is data presentation, namely the
compilation of information into statements that allow concludingﬁhe data is presented in the
form of narrative text, initially scattered and separated from various sources of information,
and then classified according to the theme and needs of analysis. The third stage is drawing
conclusions based on data reduction and presentation. Conclusion drawing@akes place
gradually from general conclusions at the data reduction stage, then becomes more specific at
the data presentation stage, and more specifically at the actual conclusion drawing stage. This
series of processes shows that the qualitative data analysis in this study combines the stages
of data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing repeatedly and cyclically (Miles
and Huberman 1994; Moleong 1999)

RESULTS

Discourse Contest between the Pros and Cons of the COVID-19 Vaccine

The implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City is marked by the
presence of people who are pro and contra. Despite the various socialization efforts that have
beer@arried out by the government to invite the public to implement the vaccine there are
still many people who do not want to implement the vaccine. Debates about the pros and cons
of discourse in the public sphere and social media always occur.

The Health Human Resources (HR) group appears to have carried out vaccinations 1 and 2
and has reached 100 percent already vaccinated. Meanwhile, public officials such as
Lecturers, Teachers, Soldiers, Police, and State Civil Apparatus, including private employees,
have reached 89.12 percent who have received the second vaccine or 611,985 of the 694,477
people targeted for the vaccine. While the elderly group reached as low as 20.01 percent or
150,871 people who received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine
reached 12.78 percent or 96,315 people. While the general public showed that of the
4,571,997 people who were targeted for the vaccine, only about 34.57 percent or 1,580,455
people had received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine only
reached 20.05 percent or 916,603 people who had just received the vaccine. 2. While the
group of adolescents who became the target group was 978,890 people and those who had

received vaccine 1 had reached 50.94 percent or 498,631 people, while those who had



received the second vaccine were 30.38 percent or 297,425 people. Overall, of the 7,058,141
who were targeted for the new vaccine, around 42.92 percent or 3,029,642 people had
received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine only reached 28.21
percent or 1,991,177 people (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). This data
shows that herd immunity has not been achieved because ideally, people who must receive
the vaccine are above 75 percent of the total population who are the target group of the
vaccine. One of the obstacles to the slow achievement of herd immunity is the emergence of
groups that are against the implementatiorgf the COVID-19 vaccine.

Data related to the implementation of vaccination in the city of Makassar shows a number
that is quite encouraging for those who are pro-vaccines. Makassar City is one of the
districts/cities with the highest vaccine participation rate among districts/cities in South
Sulawesi Province. Makassar City already has around 75.34 percen@f people who have
received the first vaccine, while people who have received the second vaccine have reached
54.36 percent (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). This data shows that
MakassalQity is the region with the highest number of vaccines receiving the first and
second vaccines among the Kota regencies in South Sulawesi. Although the number is quite
high, it has not yet reached herd immunity. The existence of community resistance is one of
the factors that slow the achievement of herd immunity in Makassar City.

For the people of Makassar Citygme implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination is not just
a health discourse, but also involves economic, political and religious discourse. The
following is a presentation of the discourse on%e pros and cons of implementing the
COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City in various spheres and discourses.

COVID-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Health Discourse

There are various kinds of discourses put forward by the community regarding%e
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City. People in Makassar City
considem]at the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination is not merely a medical or
health issue, but also related to economic and political issues and even religious issues.
Discourse battles occur in various arenas, both in the real world and in the virtual or virtual
world. Discourse or91e pros and cons of implementing the COVID-19 vaccine has always
coloured meetings in various public spaces. Both formal and informal meetings. It is a
common thing that we meet at these meetings involving discussions about®he pros and cons

of implementing the COVID-19 vaccination.



Pro
An informant who works as a private employee said that:

...said that he is pro against the COVID-19 vaccine, because according to the COVID-19
vaccine it can increase our body's immunity, and | believe that this vaccine has been
made by experts for our good in the world amid this COVID-19 outbreak, and has been
considered beforehand. Therefore I am not afraid to be vaccinated.... (AT, 03/06/2021)

A similar view was expressed by an informant who works as a Civil Servant that:

..said that she was pro against the COVID-19 vaccine because of the COVID-19
vaccination, the body's immune system increased even though there were side effects
after being vaccinated, the body felt sore and sleepy for three days. At least after | was
vaccinated | no longer felt worried about being exposed to the COVID-19 virus," he
said...(AST, 03/06/2021)

Qased on the statements of the two informants, it appears that both of them suppor%e
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination because vaccines are believed to strengthen the
immunity of people who have been vaccinated. The covid vaccine is believed to have been
made by experts who are competent in their field so that it is safe to use. However, there are
side effects that usually arise after a person has been vaccinated against COVID-19, such as
drowsiness and body aches for three days. The two informants believed that after someone
hao%ceived the COVID-19 vaccine, the chance of being exposed to the COVID-19 virus
was very small because they already had good body immunity.

Respondents who were against the COVID-19 vaccination said that vaccination would cause
paralysis, and death, some even said that the COVID-19 vaccine had no clinical trial results
and was still confusing while the pros said that the COVID-19 vaccine can increase the
body's immunity so that they no longer worry about being exposed to the COVID-19 virus.
An informant from the Civil Servants circle revealed that:

...was pro or receiving vaccinations because he said that he was obliged to vaccinate
from the office but besides being required he said he was personally, the vaccine
weakens the virus, and he said it was as a preparation of the body for the production of
the immune system, if at any time exposed to the coronavirus but after being vaccinated
the immune system was already can recognize that it is the COVID-19 virus. Then he
also said that after being vaccinated there were no significant side effects because the
symptoms experienced were common symptoms felt by people who had been vaccinated,
but these symptoms were only felt after the first vaccination, after the second vaccination
the symptoms were no longer felt. However, he said that because he had a history of
asthma, after the vaccination he felt the impact that if his body was more sensitive to
dust, his asthma returned...(SSL, 03/06/2021).

Meanwhile, an informant who works as a trader revealed that:

...agrees with the COVID-19 vaccine because it can reduce the possibility of severe
symptoms and complications due to COVID-19. In addition, the COVID-19 vaccination
aims to encourage the formation of herd immunity or group immunity. So, he said by



getting the COVID-19 vaccine, we not only protect ourselves but also those around us
who do not yet have immunity to the Coronavirus. Now the side effects of this vaccine
are said to be harmless, he only feels a little dizzy and gets sleepy easily, but this is
generally in the sense that all those who have been vaccinated have experienced this...
(MRW, 09/06/2021)

Qased on the statements of the two informants, it appears that both of them%pport the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination because if someone has been vaccinated, it can
weaken the effec@f the COVID-19 virus if it attacks people who have been vaccinated. The
chance of disease complications can be reduced if someone has receiveaQ]e COVID-19
vaccine. In addition, the massive implementation of COVID-19 vaccination in the
community can accelerate the occurrence of herd immunity. If herd immunity is achieved,
then the community can leave the pandemic to become endemic and the community can
return to their activities normally.

Counter
Several informants who were against the COVID-19 vaccine, such as SM (27 years) and SW
(26 years):

...said that | was against it because of what | saw of people who had been vaccinated
against COVID-19, some of them were paralyzed, some even die. | have a history of
illness, so | am afraid to get vaccinated against COVID-19. People who have been
vaccinated do not rule out the possibility of being exposed to the COVID-19 virus...(SM
and SW, 02/06/2021)

...no COVID-19 vaccine had passed clinical trials and there was still confusing
information about this COVID-19 vaccine. This COVID-19 vaccination was carried out
too hastily, and it is not certain whether this vaccine is safe or not, but it has been
carried out. Because doing vaccinations that have not been clinically tested can cause
new health problems,” he said...(SW, 04/06/2021)

Based on the statements of SM and SW, who are both housewives, it appears that the reason
she refused to be vaccinated was due to their knowledge system that the COVID-19 vaccine
injected to someone did not go through good clinical trials. COVID-19 vaccines that have not
gone through clinical trials can cause new diseases in people who have been vaccinated.
COVID-19 vaccination, is something that is forced and done in a hurry. There were cases that
they got from their friends that people who had been vaccinated against COVID-19 were
paralyzed and some even died. There is no guarantee from the government and the media,
that people who have been vaccinated will be free from getting the virus, instead they still
have the chance to be attacked by the COVID-19 virus.

The same thing was conveyed by informant AS (31 years) a private employee who stated that

he refused to be vaccinated because:



...there were many cases of people getting sick after being vaccinated. A paralyzed
person, it was even reported that someone died after being vaccinated. There is also
news of people who are positive for COVID-19, even though they have been vaccinated...
(AS, 06/06/2021)

The refusal to be vaccinated in the AS is due to the knowledge system it has that the Covid-
19 vaccine can make a person paralyzed and die. It was also proven that people who had been
vaccinated, but later were sentenced to experience COVID-19. Based on this, the informants
refuseg be vaccinated against COVID-19.

COVID-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Political Discourse

Pro

According to AN (23 years old), a master's degree student at a well-known university in the
city of Makassar revealed that:

....For example, if the vaccine is indeed an antidote to COVID-19, then | agree, as long
as no one feels harmed by the vaccine, why not. The vaccine is a form of the
government's anticipation process to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus to
protect its people...(AN, 13/07/2021)

Based on the statement of the source, it seems that it refers more to the government's efforts
% prevent the spread of the virus through vaccines than the public is afraid of the rise of news

about the dangers of vaccines whose truth cannot be trusted.

Meanwhile, according to informant AD (45 years old):

...that the government has a moral responsibility to protect all its people from the
dangers of the coronavirus. The government's reputation is at stake in dealing with the
COVID-19 issue. Therefore, as a good citizen, | am obliged to help the government to
make the COVID-19 vaccination successful. | believe that the government will not
plunge its people into the vaccine. | am ready to be vaccinated to protect myself, my
family and society in general from the spread of the coronavirus...(AD, 14/07/2021)

Based on the information from Mr Alimuddin, it appears that he strongly supports<the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination and he has a responsibility to help the

government and wants to be vaccinated as an effort to protect himself, his family and society.

Counter
Informant MFR (23 years old):

revealed that he had doubts about the COVID-19 vaccination and was also surprised at
the government which seemed to oblige the public to be vaccinated. In addition, the
interviewees also wondered why the vaccine was made so fast, whereas if you think
about it using the logic of making a vaccine, it has a long time frame because a extra
thorough research must be carried out so that it can be used as an antidote to the virus
(MFR, 05/06/2021)

A more extreme view is expressed by AM (21 years old):
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...saying that this vaccination resembles a fascist-style program. Because in several
countries there is a large depopulation of the population due to the trial vaccine. This
informant does not yet believe in the existence of COVID-19 because until now its
whereabouts are still unclear. So why receive vaccinations if the virus that is currently
being discussed is still unclear? According to him, this is just a conspiracy. that the
vaccines that are circulated in the world are made by capitalist companies whose
scientific base is not medical personnel. So, no one knows in the future what will happen
to people who have been vaccinated, because of the fluids that enter the bodies of these
people we do not know what fluids are made of...(AM, 04/07/2021)

Qased on the statements of the two informants, it appears that MFR and AM refused because
the COVID-19 vaccine did not go through a research process. After all, it went through a
short duration of time, whereas normally vaccines go through longer research results or can
only be used for years. The government seems tohe forcing people to participate in vaccines.
The AM informant suspects that the COVID-19%accine is an attempt to reduce the earth's
population by pharmaceutical capitalist companies. According to AM's knowledge system,
the COVID-19 vaccine is political because it was not made by people with,a medical expert
background, so there is no guarantee of what it will be like in the future foﬁeople who have
received the COVID-19 vaccine.

COVID-19 Vaccine in Economic Discourse Battle
Pro

According to informant SR (45 years old):

...people need to receive vaccines immediately to achieve immunity. If people have been
vaccinated and are immune to the coronavirus, then they can carry out normal economic
activities...(SR, 13/11/2021)

The same thing was expressed by a media officer named Rosdiana (40 years old):
...that economic activities will soon run smoothly when people have carried out
vaccinations. This is because people who have previously received the COVID-19
vaccine will experience immunity to the coronavirus..(RD, 13/11/2021)

Based on the informant's narrative, it appears that the discourse of vaccination is to accelerate
economic recovery in the community or country as the coronavirus attack must be stopped so

that economic activity can recover as before.

Counter
According to the informant AGS (56 years old):

...that the issue of the coronavirus was deliberately heralded by countries that produce
vaccines so that countries compete to buy vaccines from their countries. This is certainly
very beneficial economically for the country that produces the vaccine...(AGS, 17/09/
2021).

The same thing was expressed by MT (54 years old):
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...that the Chinese State deliberately discussed the transmission of the coronavirus so
that other countries would buy the COVID-19 vaccine to protect its citizens from the
dangers of the coronavirus attack...(MT, 12/09/2021).

Based on the narratives of the two informants, it appears that they consider issues related to
the corona, including the implementation of vaccination, to be issues related to economic
problems. There is a group of countries that want to get a big advantage behind the issue of

the spread of the coronavirus.

The pattern of Contest Between Pro Vaccines and Contra COVID-19 Vaccines

The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by people who are pro-vaccine and
contra-vaccine COVID-19 in the health, political, and economic arenas shows a pattern of
contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the
discourse and knowledge milling about in the community and on social media compared to
those against the COVID-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in the crowded places where
the vaccination is visited by the public. Queues are always visible during the implementation
of free vaccinations.

Referring to the vaccination data compiled by the Makassar Health Service as of September
1, 2021Qhe achievement of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City has reached 50.06
per cent for the first dose or targeting 551,879 Makassar residents who have been vaccinated
from the total vaccine target of 1,102,330 Makassar residents. Meanwhile, those who have
received the full vaccine or received two doses reached 31.77 per cent or 350,247 Makassar
residents. This vaccination targets all groups of people such as health workers, educators,
public officials, the elderly, market traders, the general public, people with disabilities and
students, and university students. The achievement of the Makassar City vaccination for the
first dose has reached 50.06 per cent and for the second dose, it is 31 per cent more.

The contestation of power and knowledge as the theory of Foucault (2012); Ritzer (2012);
Ritzer and Goodman (2008) is constructed based on a very complex scientific method. This
complexity gave birth to three alternative knowledge reconstructions described by Salman
(2012) as patterned reconstructions (1) zero-sum game, which occurs when there is mutual
negation in the contestation between knowledge, (2) hybridization, which occurs when
mixing occurs and then gives birth to new features of knowledge in contestation between
narratives; patterned reconstruction; (3) coexistence, takes place when there is a mutual

presence without mutual influence in the contestation between discourses.
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The concept of hybridization is also used by Escobar (1999) in analyzing the linkage of local
knowledge with science with a cultural value orientation. The COVID-19 vaccination
practice has become a cultural phenomenon that is surrounded by various cultural symbols
that contain meaning, contestation, interests, and power relations in it. Regarding the link
between the two knowledge, Salman (2012) is of the view that when local variables
increasingly interact with non-local variables, the knowledge that is applied is not only
produced within the community but also the knowledge that comes from outside. In such
conditions, contact, cooperation, mutual reference, competition and conflict between
substances and producers anOQearers of knowledge take place. This whole phenomenon is

referred to as the contestation of knowledge.
DISCUSSION

Based on the data found in the field it appears that a person’'s knowledge system for accepting
or rejecting the COVID-19 vaccination is influenced by health behaviour. Communities who
are familiar with using the services of paramedics in overcoming illnesses they experienced
before, tend to want to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Meanwhile, people who have rarely used
medical services when they are sick, tend to refuse to get the COVID-19 vaccine@eligious
beliefs also play a role in determining the choice to accept or refusQ) receive the COVID-19
vaccine. There is a belief among the public that the COVID-19 vaccine contains pork
elements which are forbidden to enter the body of a Muslim. Such belief is of course based
on religious doctrine, especially among adherents of Islam. Therefore%eople refuse to be
vaccinated against COVID-109.

Along in line with the research conducted by Adnan Fojnica et al. (2022) who found that only
25.7% of respondents said they wanted to get the COVID-19 vaccine, while 74.3% of
respondents were hesitant or refused vaccination altogetherQaccine acceptance increases
with age, education, and income level. The main motivation for pro-vaccination behaviour is
the intention to achieve weaponry immunity (30.1%), while the main incentive for vaccine
prevention is a lack of clinical data (30.2%).

According to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception can affect his health
behaviour. Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for each individual,
which is also influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al. 2018). Ordinary
people are restless because they think that everything that contains pork in it is haram under

any circumstances, plus many rumours are circulating about the impact of giving vaccines.
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The COVID-19 vaccination campaign program was launched long before the vaccination
started, but after the vaccination started, some people refused to be vaccinated.

Various factors caﬂndoubtedly influence people's decisions about vaccination, one potential
one being the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspiracy
theorists explain the main causes of important events as the secret actions of certain groups to
cover up information to suit their interests (Brotherton 2015; Cichocka et al. 2016).
According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccinations, data is
falsified and the harmful side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to ensure that
pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit and Moser 2011). For
example, Oliver and Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors and the
government preferred vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism.

%accination is the most effective and efficient step to give children immunity in an effort to
prevent various kinds of infectious diseases. Vaccination is carried out by giving antigens
(viruses or bacteria) to stimulate an antibody response (Arifianto 2014).

Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new contribution. Several scholars have
criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine hesitancy and refusal to acknowledge the
gendered and relational aspects of parental decision-making (Conis 2021). Streefland et al.
(1999) groundbreaking anthropological work introduced the notion of a 'local vaccination
culture' rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The term vaccine doubﬁfers to the delay in receiving or refusing a vaccine despite the
availability of vaccination services. Doubt has alternative connotations including
confidence/belief in various issues such as trust in vaccines including concerns about vaccine
safety, and trust in healthcare workers who administer vaccines and in those who make
decisions to approve vaccines (Suhardjo 2010).

Acceptance of the vaccine has a large number when compared t(ﬂne group that refuses the
vaccine. But the group agreed that others should vaccinat@nd some delayed vaccination or
received vaccinations but were unsure about doing so. This scepticism is set on a continuum
between those who accept all vaccines without hesitation, complete refusals without
hesitation, and individuals who doubt vaccines also agree with vaccine refusal.

COVID-19 disease is a disease for which a definite cure has not been found, so preventing
the spread of COVID-19 disease. The State of Indonesia has guaranteed its citizens to be
vaccinated. Presidential Regulation no. 99 of 2020 concerning the procurement of vaccines
and the implementation of vaccinations in the context of dealing with the COVID-19
pandemic (Presiden Republik Indonesia 2020). Decree of the Minister onealth No.
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HK.01.02./MENKES/12758/2021 regarding the determination of the type of vaccine for the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia
2020). Then,Q/Iinister of Health Regulation No. 84 of 2020 concerning the implementation of
vaccinations in the context of controlling COVID-19 (Menteri Kesehatan Republik Indonesia
2020). The implementation of the vaccination has received a lot of rejection from the
community. Various negative issues regarding COVID-19 vaccination through the internet,
television (TV) and issues circulating in their environment make people hesitate to carry out
vaccinations. The government has a discourse that the COVID-19 vaccination must be
carried out on 70 percent of the population so that herd immunity can be achieved.

Certain social groups can also become social capital for someone who can influence
individual behaviour. In addition, symbolic capital such as religion, for example, Islam which
forbids its followers to eat pigs will certainly make strong rejection of the COVID-19

vaccination which is rumoured to be made from pigs.
QONCLUSION

Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that: 1) The contestation of pro talk and
contracts for the COVID-19 vaccine took place in the health (medical), political, and
economic arenas. The knowledge system that underlies a person's choices fo@]e pros and
cons of the COVID-19 vaccine is based on religious beliefs, geographic conditions, health
conditions, and education level. 2) The pattern of speech contestation and knowledge
possessed by related actors who are pro-COVID-19 vaccines appear as the dominating or

victorious parties to the knowledge of actors who are against the COVID-19 vaccine.
RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the conclusions that have been put forward, the researchers suggest the following
there should be mutual understanding and mutual respect between knowledge that is fo@le
COVID-19 vaccine and knowledge against the COVID-19 vaccine in the health, economic
and political arenas so that it does not lead to hostility. Thus, the truth claim does not arise
only from one party. The party that appears as the dominant group, namely thegeople who
are pro to the COVID-19 vaccine, can continue to roll the knowledge they have so that more
people will implement the COVID-19 vaccine. But still have to respect differences of opinion

with people who are againsme COVID-19 vaccine.
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LIMITATIONS

Because this study is to understand the debate on the pros and cons of vaccines in Makassar
City and was carried ou@uring the COVID-19 pandemic with a qualitative approach. This
research is limited to examining one large city area in Indonesia that carries out the COVID-
19 vaccination. The existence of government policies to limit travel and maintain distance in
interacting made the research team experience limitations in extracting information from
various informants. Future studies can be carried out with a quantitative approach and can

reach a larger number of samples and be carried out in various regions in Indonesia.
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ABSTRACT This study aims to analyze the occurrence and explain the pattern of
contestation on the pros and cons of COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City. The study
used a qualitative approach with data collection methods through interviews, observation and
documentation. The results show that the discourse of vaccination is not only healthy but also
political and economic. The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by the pro and
contra community in the arena of health, politics and economics shows a pattern of
contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the
discourse and knowledge milling about in the community and on social media compared to
those against the COVID-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in the crowded places where
the vaccination is being visited by the public, long queues are always seen every time there is

an implementation of vaccination carried out for free.
INTRODUCTION

One of the phenomena that exist in the community is the vaccination program that has been
launched by the government for free. Despite the proven importance of vaccination for the
health and well-being of the population, many people opt out of the government vaccination
schedule. The phenomenon in some countries, where vaccination rates are below 95| percent,
puts people at risk for infectious diseases that can be prevented by immunization (UK Health
Security Agency 2014).

Vaccines are germs (viruses) that are weakened to produce active immunity when introduced
into the human body. Vaccines with all their capabilities to prevent morbidity and mortality
from infectious diseases are the greatest achievements in the field of public health (Poland
and Jacobson 2001). Vaccines played an important role in the 20™ century because they
succeeded in eradicating smallpox in 1974 and polio in 2014 (Maglione et al. 2014).

Vaccine development does not necessarily go smoothly. When vaccines become more
popular, certain groups and understandings are born that reject them, namely the anti-
vaccines. There are discussions in the community and on the internet about the anti-
vaccination/immunization movement. Research results show that this new movement

emerged when the smallpox vaccination was introduced and continues to this day (Wolfe and
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Sharp 2002). The methods of disseminating information have changed since the 19™ century,
but the issues raised by the anti-vaccination community remain the same today. When traced,
the number of internet sites that discuss anti-vaccination will be far more than sites that
promote vaccination. Most of the content is similar, copied over and over from one site to
another (Kristyanto 2012). The paper was written as if it was evidence-based medicine

because it featured the names of experts with very convincing data and figures.

Over the time, the anti-vaccine movement was not only crowded on the internet but also
seminars were held in universities. Even the speaker is a doctor (Kristyanto 2012). Doctors as
‘experts' are valued for their knowledge, both in terms of theory and clinical skills, so that any
information conveyed by a doctor will be easily believed by a patient, including anti-vaccine
propaganda. One of the famous figures for his refusal to be vaccinated is Sherri Tenpenny, an
osteopath from Ohio, United States (detikNews 2015). Some of his works related to anti-
vaccination, such as: (1) Saying No to Vaccines, contains an explanation of why vaccines are
detrimental to health, including vaccine complications such as asthma, autism, Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and immune disorders (Tenpenny 2008); and (2)
FOWL! Bird Flu: It's Not What You Think, which describes how bird flu correlates with

vaccination (Tenpenny 2006).

Various factors can influence people's decisions about vaccination, one potential one being
the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspiracy theorists
explain the main causes of important events as the covert actions of certain groups who cover
up information to suit their interests (Brotherton 2015; Cichocka et al. 2016). For example,
popular conspiracy theorists allege that the 9/11 attacks were orchestrated by the United
States government to justify the war on terror and that climate change is a hoax orchestrated
by climate scientists to secure research funding (Swami et al. 2010; Wood and Douglas
2015). According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccination,
data is falsified and the dangerous side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to
ensure that pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit and Moser
2011). For example, Oliver and Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors
and the government would prefer vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism, 20
percent[ agreed and 36 percent did not. This study aims to examine the relationship between

vaccination in children and autism.
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The practice of vaccination is not only symbolic but also closely related to body appearance,
identity, class and social relations. Symbols and performances are transmitted, learned, and
reproduced within families, across generations and within groups and communities (Lunnay
et al. 2011). Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new contribution. Some scholars
have criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine indecision and vaccine refusal to
recognize the gender and relational aspects of parenting as decision-making (Conis 2021).
Streefland et al.'s (1999) groundbreaking anthropological work introduced the notion of a

local vaccination culture' rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The debate about the pros and cons in Indonesia that is currently popular is the use of the
COVID-19 vaccine, which is being implemented by the Indonesian government. The
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination was marked by the first vaccination by
President Joko Widodo on January 13, 2021. The first wave, the vaccination period started
from January - April 2021 by targeting the main target health workers as many as 1.4 million
followed by the elderly as many as 21.5 million, then public officers as many as 17.4 million
people. The second wave, which started in April- March 2021, targeted a range of people,
namely those in areas with a high risk of transmission, the number of which was estimated at
around 63.9 million, followed by other communities, which number around 77.4 million
people with a cluster approach by the availability of vaccines (Badan Penelitian dan
Pengembangan Kesehatan Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). Researchers

found that there are many pros and cons regarding the COVID-19 vaccine.

World Health Organization (WHO) recommends that all countries must implement a
COVID-19 vaccine program. Every element of society has an important role in achieving
COVID-19 vaccination. According to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception
can affect his health behaviour. Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for
each individual, which is also influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al.
2018). Ordinary people are restless because they think that everything that contains pork in it
is haram under any circumstances, plus many hoax issues are circulating about the impact of
giving vaccines. The COVID-19 vaccination campaign program was launched before
vaccination began, but the fact is that after vaccination began, there were people who refused

to be vaccinated.

Objectives
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1. Analyzing the spread of knowledge behind the emergence of contestation on the pros
and cons of the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City.

2. Analyzing the mechanism of the contestation pattern of pro and con discourse on the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City.

METHODOLOGY

Location and Type of Research

This research was conducted in Makassar City, South Sulawesi Province. This type of
research is qualitative with a constructivist paradigm. Qualitative research allows interaction
between researchers and researchers as in the tradition of the constructivist paradigm so that
the data adapted is natural. Truth is a shared understanding of social reality in the form of
intersubjectivity that was born as a result of the interaction between the researcher and the
researcher. The research targets are people who are actively involved in discourse
contestation both in the real world and in cyberspace. Informants will be selected by
purposive sampling, where each informant will be selected according to the research
objectives and understanding of the problem under study, namely at least already involved in
pro debates and cons when the COVID-19 vaccine crew period starts until the time this

research is carried out.

Methods of Data Collection, Processing and Analysis

Based on the source, the data used is divided into two categories, nhamely primary data and
secondary data. Primary data was obtained directly from several respondents. Primary data
collection techniques were carried out through in-depth interviews, participatory
observations, documentation and Focus Group Discussions (FGD). The main form of
interview used is an in-depth interview. The author also conducts the informal conversational
interview, which is an interview technique that takes place spontaneously and freely (Denzin
and Lincoln 2011). While secondary data is obtained from several related agencies such as
government agencies, as well as written data from various sources such as books, journals,

and research results.
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Data analysis went through three stages, namely; first, the data reduction process that focuses
on the selection, simplification, abstraction and transformation of rough data from field notes.
In this process, data that are relevant to the research focus and data that do not meet the
inclusion-exclusion criteria are selected. The second stage is data presentation, namely the
compilation of information into statements that allow concluding. The data is presented in the
form of narrative text, initially scattered and separated from various sources of information,
and then classified according to the theme and needs of analysis. The third stage is drawing
conclusions based on data reduction and presentation. Conclusion drawing takes place
gradually from general conclusions at the data reduction stage, then becomes more specific at
the data presentation stage, and more specifically at the actual conclusion drawing stage. This
series of processes shows that the qualitative data analysis in this study combines the stages
of data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing repeatedly and cyclically (Miles
and Huberman 1994; Moleong 1999).

RESULTS

Discourse Contest between the Pros and Cons of the COVID-19 Vaccine

The implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City is marked by the
presence of people who are pro and contra. Despite the various socialization efforts that have
been carried out by the government to invite the public to implement the vaccine there are
still many people who do not want to implement the vaccine. Debates about the pros and cons
of discourse in the public sphere and social media always occur.

The Health Human Resources (HR) group appears to have carried out vaccinations 1 and 2
and has reached 100 percent already vaccinated. Meanwhile, public officials such as
Lecturers, Teachers, Soldiers, Police, and State Civil Apparatus, including private employees,
have reached 89.12 percent who have received the second vaccine or 611,985 of the 694,477
people targeted for the vaccine. While the elderly group reached as low as 20.01 percent or
150,871 people who received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine
reached 12.78 percent or 96,315 people. While the general public showed that of the
4,571,997 people who were targeted for the vaccine, only about 34.57 percent or 1,580,455
people had received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine only

reached 20.05 percent or 916,603 people who had just received the vaccine. 2. While the
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group of adolescents who became the target group was 978,890 people and those who had
received vaccine 1 had reached 50.94 percent or 498,631 people, while those who had
received the second vaccine were 30.38 percent or 297,425 people. Overall, of the 7,058,141
who were targeted for the new vaccine, around 42.92 percent or 3,029,642 people had
received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine only reached 28.21
percent or 1,991,177 people (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). This data
shows that herd immunity has not been achieved because ideally, people who must receive
the vaccine are above 75 percent of the total population who are the target group of the
vaccine. One of the obstacles to the slow achievement of herd immunity is the emergence of

groups that are against the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Data related to the implementation of vaccination in the city of Makassar shows a number
that is quite encouraging for those who are pro-vaccines. Makassar City is one of the
districts/cities with the highest vaccine participation rate among districts/cities in South
Sulawesi Province. Makassar City already has around 75.34 percent of people who have
received the first vaccine, while people who have received the second vaccine have reached
54.36 percent (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). This data shows that
Makassar City is the region with the highest number of vaccines receiving the first and
second vaccines among the Kota regencies in South Sulawesi. Although the number is quite
high, it has not yet reached herd immunity. The existence of community resistance is one of

the factors that slow the achievement of herd immunity in Makassar City.

For the people of Makassar City, the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination is not just
a health discourse, but also involves economic, political and religious discourse. The
following is a presentation of the discourse on the pros and cons of implementing the

COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City in various spheres and discourses.

COVID-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Health Discourse

There are various kinds of discourses put forward by the community regarding the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City. People in Makassar City
consider that the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination is not merely a medical or
health issue, but also related to economic and political issues and even religious issues.

Discourse battles occur in various arenas, both in the real world and in the virtual or virtual
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world. Discourse on the pros and cons of implementing the COVID-19 vaccine has always
coloured meetings in various public spaces. Both formal and informal meetings. It is a
common thing that we meet at these meetings involving discussions about the pros and cons

of implementing the COVID-19 vaccination.

Pro
An informant who works as a private employee said that:
...said that he is pro against the COVID-19 vaccine, because according to the COVID-19
vaccine it can increase our body's immunity, and | believe that this vaccine has been
made by experts for our good in the world amid this COVID-19 outbreak, and has been
considered beforehand. Therefore | am not afraid to be vaccinated.... (AT, 03/06/2021)
A similar view was expressed by an informant who works as a Civil Servant that:
...said that she was pro against the COVID-19 vaccine because of the COVID-19
vaccination, the body's immune system increased even though there were side effects
after being vaccinated, the body felt sore and sleepy for three days. At least after |1 was
vaccinated | no longer felt worried about being exposed to the COVID-19 virus," he
said...(AST, 03/06/2021)
Based on the statements of the two informants, it appears that both of them support the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination because vaccines are believed to strengthen the
immunity of people who have been vaccinated. The covid vaccine is believed to have been
made by experts who are competent in their field so that it is safe to use. However, there are
side effects that usually arise after a person has been vaccinated against COVID-19, such as
drowsiness and body aches for three days. The two informants believed that after someone
had received the COVID-19 vaccine, the chance of being exposed to the COVID-19 virus

was very small because they already had good body immunity.

Respondents who were against the COVID-19 vaccination said that vaccination would cause
paralysis, and death, some even said that the COVID-19 vaccine had no clinical trial results
and was still confusing while the pros said that the COVID-19 vaccine can increase the
body's immunity so that they no longer worry about being exposed to the COVID-19 virus.
An informant from the Civil Servants circle revealed that:
..was pro or receiving vaccinations because he said that he was obliged to vaccinate
from the office but besides being required he said he was personally, the vaccine

weakens the virus, and he said it was as a preparation of the body for the production of
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the immune system, if at any time exposed to the coronavirus but after being vaccinated
the immune system was already can recognize that it is the COVID-19 virus. Then he
also said that after being vaccinated there were no significant side effects because the
symptoms experienced were common symptoms felt by people who had been vaccinated,
but these symptoms were only felt after the first vaccination, after the second vaccination
the symptoms were no longer felt. However, he said that because he had a history of
asthma, after the vaccination he felt the impact that if his body was more sensitive to
dust, his asthma returned...(SSL, 03/06/2021).
Meanwhile, an informant who works as a trader revealed that:
...agrees with the COVID-19 vaccine because it can reduce the possibility of severe
symptoms and complications due to COVID-19. In addition, the COVID-19 vaccination
aims to encourage the formation of herd immunity or group immunity. So, he said by
getting the COVID-19 vaccine, we not only protect ourselves but also those around us
who do not yet have immunity to the Coronavirus. Now the side effects of this vaccine
are said to be harmless, he only feels a little dizzy and gets sleepy easily, but this is
generally in the sense that all those who have been vaccinated have experienced this...
(MRW, 09/06/2021)
Based on the statements of the two informants, it appears that both of them support the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination because if someone has been vaccinated, it can
weaken the effect of the COVID-19 virus if it attacks people who have been vaccinated. The
chance of disease complications can be reduced if someone has received the COVID-19
vaccine. In addition, the massive implementation of COVID-19 vaccination in the
community can accelerate the occurrence of herd immunity. If herd immunity is achieved,
then the community can leave the pandemic to become endemic and the community can

return to their activities normally.

Counter

Several informants who were against the COVID-19 vaccine, such as SM (27 years) and SW
(26 years):
...said that | was against it because of what | saw of people who had been vaccinated
against COVID-19, some of them were paralyzed, some even die. | have a history of

illness, so | am afraid to get vaccinated against COVID-19. People who have been
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vaccinated do not rule out the possibility of being exposed to the COVID-19 virus...(SM
and SW, 02/06/2021)
..no COVID-19 vaccine had passed clinical trials and there was still confusing
information about this COVID-19 vaccine. This COVID-19 vaccination was carried out
too hastily, and it is not certain whether this vaccine is safe or not, but it has been
carried out. Because doing vaccinations that have not been clinically tested can cause
new health problems,” he said...(SW, 04/06/2021)
Based on the statements of SM and SW, who are both housewives, it appears that the reason
she refused to be vaccinated was due to their knowledge system that the COVID-19 vaccine
injected to someone did not go through good clinical trials. COVID-19 vaccines that have not
gone through clinical trials can cause new diseases in people who have been vaccinated.
COVID-19 vaccination, is something that is forced and done in a hurry. There were cases that
they got from their friends that people who had been vaccinated against COVID-19 were
paralyzed and some even died. There is no guarantee from the government and the media,
that people who have been vaccinated will be free from getting the virus, instead they still
have the chance to be attacked by the COVID-19 virus.
The same thing was conveyed by informant AS (31 years) a private employee who stated that
he refused to be vaccinated because:
..there were many cases of people getting sick after being vaccinated. A paralyzed
person, it was even reported that someone died after being vaccinated. There is also
news of people who are positive for COVID-19, even though they have been vaccinated...
(AS, 06/06/2021)
The refusal to be vaccinated in the AS is due to the knowledge system it has that the Covid-
19 vaccine can make a person paralyzed and die. It was also proven that people who had been
vaccinated, but later were sentenced to experience COVID-19. Based on this, the informants

refused to be vaccinated against COVID-19.

COVID-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Political Discourse

Pro

According to AN (23 years old), a master's degree student at a well-known university in the

city of Makassar revealed that:
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....For example, if the vaccine is indeed an antidote to COVID-19, then | agree, as long
as no one feels harmed by the vaccine, why not. The vaccine is a form of the
government's anticipation process to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus to
protect its people...(AN, 13/07/2021)
Based on the statement of the source, it seems that it refers more to the government's efforts
to prevent the spread of the virus through vaccines than the public is afraid of the rise of news
about the dangers of vaccines whose truth cannot be trusted.
Meanwhile, according to informant AD (45 years old):
..that the government has a moral responsibility to protect all its people from the
dangers of the coronavirus. The government's reputation is at stake in dealing with the
COVID-19 issue. Therefore, as a good citizen, | am obliged to help the government to
make the COVID-19 vaccination successful. | believe that the government will not
plunge its people into the vaccine. | am ready to be vaccinated to protect myself, my
family and society in general from the spread of the coronavirus...(AD, 14/07/2021)
Based on the information from Mr Alimuddin, it appears that he strongly supports the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination and he has a responsibility to help the

government and wants to be vaccinated as an effort to protect himself, his family and society.

Counter

Informant MFR (23 years old):
revealed that he had doubts about the COVID-19 vaccination and was also surprised at
the government which seemed to oblige the public to be vaccinated. In addition, the
interviewees also wondered why the vaccine was made so fast, whereas if you think
about it using the logic of making a vaccine, it has a long time frame because a extra
thorough research must be carried out so that it can be used as an antidote to the virus
(MFR, 05/06/2021)

A more extreme view is expressed by AM (21 years old):
...saying that this vaccination resembles a fascist-style program. Because in several
countries there is a large depopulation of the population due to the trial vaccine. This
informant does not yet believe in the existence of COVID-19 because until now its
whereabouts are still unclear. So why receive vaccinations if the virus that is currently
being discussed is still unclear? According to him, this is just a conspiracy. that the

vaccines that are circulated in the world are made by capitalist companies whose
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scientific base is not medical personnel. So, no one knows in the future what will happen
to people who have been vaccinated, because of the fluids that enter the bodies of these
people we do not know what fluids are made of...(AM, 04/07/2021)
Based on the statements of the two informants, it appears that MFR and AM refused because
the COVID-19 vaccine did not go through a research process. After all, it went through a
short duration of time, whereas normally vaccines go through longer research results or can
only be used for years. The government seems to be forcing people to participate in vaccines.
The AM informant suspects that the COVID-19 vaccine is an attempt to reduce the earth's
population by pharmaceutical capitalist companies. According to AM's knowledge system,
the COVID-19 vaccine is political because it was not made by people with a medical expert
background, so there is no guarantee of what it will be like in the future for people who have
received the COVID-19 vaccine.
COVID-19 Vaccine in Economic Discourse Battle

Pro

According to informant SR (45 years old):
...people need to receive vaccines immediately to achieve immunity. If people have been
vaccinated and are immune to the coronavirus, then they can carry out normal economic
activities...(SR, 13/11/2021)
The same thing was expressed by a media officer named Rosdiana (40 years old):
..that economic activities will soon run smoothly when people have carried out
vaccinations. This is because people who have previously received the COVID-19
vaccine will experience immunity to the coronavirus..(RD, 13/11/2021)
Based on the informant's narrative, it appears that the discourse of vaccination is to accelerate
economic recovery in the community or country as the coronavirus attack must be stopped so
that economic activity can recover as hefore.

Counter
According to the informant AGS (56 years old):

...that the issue of the coronavirus was deliberately heralded by countries that produce

vaccines so that countries compete to buy vaccines from their countries. This is certainly
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very beneficial economically for the country that produces the vaccine...(AGS, 17/09/
2021).

The same thing was expressed by MT (54 years old):
..that the Chinese State deliberately discussed the transmission of the coronavirus so
that other countries would buy the COVID-19 vaccine to protect its citizens from the
dangers of the coronavirus attack...(MT, 12/09/2021).

Based on the narratives of the two informants, it appears that they consider issues related to
the corona, including the implementation of vaccination, to be issues related to economic
problems. There is a group of countries that want to get a big advantage behind the issue of

the spread of the coronavirus.

The Pattern of Contest Between Pro Vaccines and Contra COVID-19 Vaccines

The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by people who are pro-vaccine and
contra-vaccine COVID-19 in the health, political, and economic arenas shows a pattern of
contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the
discourse and knowledge milling about in the community and on social media compared to
those against the COVID-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in the crowded places where
the vaccination is visited by the public. Queues are always visible during the implementation

of free vaccinations.

Referring to the vaccination data compiled by the Makassar Health Service as of September
1, 2021, the achievement of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City has reached 50.06
per cent for the first dose or targeting 551,879 Makassar residents who have been vaccinated
from the total vaccine target of 1,102,330 Makassar residents. Meanwhile, those who have
received the full vaccine or received two doses reached 31.77 percent or 350,247 Makassar
residents. This vaccination targets all groups of people such as health workers, educators,
public officials, the elderly, market traders, the general public, people with disabilities and
students, and university students. The achievement of the Makassar City vaccination for the
first dose has reached 50.06 percent and for the second dose, it is 31 percent more (Arus
2021).
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The contestation of power and knowledge as the theory of Foucault (2012), Ritzer (2012) and
Ritzer and Goodman (2008) is constructed based on a very complex scientific method. This
complexity gave birth to three alternative knowledge reconstructions described by Salman
(2012) as patterned reconstructions (1) zero-sum game, which occurs when there is mutual
negation in the contestation between knowledge, (2) hybridization, which occurs when
mixing occurs and then gives birth to new features of knowledge in contestation between
narratives; patterned reconstruction; (3) coexistence, takes place when there is a mutual

presence without mutual influence in the contestation between discourses.

The concept of hybridization is also used by Escobar (1999) in analyzing the linkage of local
knowledge with science with a cultural value orientation. The COVID-19 vaccination
practice has become a cultural phenomenon that is surrounded by various cultural symbols
that contain meaning, contestation, interests, and power relations in it. Regarding the link
between the two knowledge, Salman (2012) is of the view that when local variables
increasingly interact with non-local variables, the knowledge that is applied is not only
produced within the community but also the knowledge that comes from outside. In such
conditions, contact, cooperation, mutual reference, competition and conflict between
substances and producers and bearers of knowledge take place. This whole phenomenon is
referred to as the contestation of knowledge.

DISCUSSION

Based on the data found in the field it appears that a person's knowledge system for accepting
or rejecting the COVID-19 vaccination is influenced by health behaviour. Communities who
are familiar with using the services of paramedics in overcoming illnesses they experienced
before, tend to want to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Meanwhile, people who have rarely used
medical services when they are sick, tend to refuse to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Religious
beliefs also play a role in determining the choice to accept or refuse to receive the COVID-19
vaccine. There is a belief among the public that the COVID-19 vaccine contains pork
elements which are forbidden to enter the body of a Muslim. Such belief is of course based
on religious doctrine, especially among adherents of Islam. Therefore, people refuse to be
vaccinated against COVID-19.
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Along in line with the research conducted by Fojnica et al. (2022) who found that only 25.7
percent of respondents said they wanted to get the COVID-19 vaccine, while 74.3 percent of
respondents were hesitant or refused vaccination altogether. Vaccine acceptance increases
with age, education, and income level. The main motivation for pro-vaccination behaviour is
the intention to achieve weaponry immunity (30.1%), while the main incentive for vaccine

prevention is a lack of clinical data (30.2%).

According to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception can affect his health
behaviour. Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for each individual,
which is also influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al. 2018). Ordinary
people are restless because they think that everything that contains pork in it is haram under
any circumstances, plus many rumours are circulating about the impact of giving vaccines.
The COVID-19 vaccination campaign program was launched long before the vaccination

started, but after the vaccination started, some people refused to be vaccinated.

Various factors can undoubtedly influence people's decisions about vaccination, one potential
one being the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspiracy
theorists explain the main causes of important events as the secret actions of certain groups to
cover up information to suit their interests (Brotherton 2015; Cichocka et al. 2016).

According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccinations, data is
falsified and the harmful side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to ensure that
pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit and Moser 2011). For
example, Oliver and Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors and the

government preferred vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism.

Vaccination is the most effective and efficient step to give children immunity in an effort to
prevent various kinds of infectious diseases. Vaccination is carried out by giving antigens

(viruses or bacteria) to stimulate an antibody response (Arifianto 2014).

Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new contribution. Several scholars have
criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine hesitancy and refusal to acknowledge the

gendered and relational aspects of parental decision-making (Conis 2021). Streefland et al.
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(1999) groundbreaking anthropological work introduced the notion of a 'local vaccination

culture' rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The term vaccine doubt refers to the delay in receiving or refusing a vaccine despite the
availability of wvaccination services. Doubt has alternative connotations including
confidence/belief in various issues such as trust in vaccines including concerns about vaccine
safety, and trust in healthcare workers who administer vaccines and in those who make

decisions to approve vaccines (Suhardjo 2010).

Acceptance of the vaccine has a large number when compared to the group that refuses the
vaccine. But the group agreed that others should vaccinate and some delayed vaccination or
received vaccinations but were unsure about doing so. This scepticism is set on a continuum
between those who accept all vaccines without hesitation, complete refusals without

hesitation, and individuals who doubt vaccines also agree with vaccine refusal.

COVID-19 disease is a disease for which a definite cure has not been found, so preventing
the spread of COVID-19 disease. The State of Indonesia has guaranteed its citizens to be
vaccinated. Presidential Regulation no. 99 of 2020 concerning the procurement of vaccines
and the implementation of vaccinations in the context of dealing with the COVID-19
pandemic (Presiden Republik Indonesia 2020). Decree of the Minister of Health No.
HK.01.02./MENKES/12758/2021 regarding the determination of the type of vaccine for the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia
2020). Then, Minister of Health Regulation No. 84 of 2020 concerning the implementation of
vaccinations in the context of controlling COVID-19 (Menteri Kesehatan Republik Indonesia
2020). The implementation of the vaccination has received a lot of rejection from the
community. Various negative issues regarding COVID-19 vaccination through the internet,
television (TV) and issues circulating in their environment make people hesitate to carry out
vaccinations. The government has a discourse that the COVID-19 vaccination must be

carried out on 70 percent of the population so that herd immunity can be achieved.

Certain social groups can also become social capital for someone who can influence
individual behaviour. In addition, symbolic capital such as religion, for example, Islam which
forbids its followers to eat pigs will certainly make strong rejection of the COVID-19

vaccination which is rumoured to be made from pigs.
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CONCLUSION

Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that: 1) The contestation of pro talk and
contracts for the COVID-19 vaccine took place in the health (medical), political, and
economic arenas. The knowledge system that underlies a person's choices for the pros and
cons of the COVID-19 vaccine is based on religious beliefs, geographic conditions, health
conditions, and education level. 2) The pattern of speech contestation and knowledge
possessed by related actors who are pro-COVID-19 vaccines appear as the dominating or

victorious parties to the knowledge of actors who are against the COVID-19 vaccine.
RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the conclusions that have been put forward, the researchers suggest the following
there should be mutual understanding and mutual respect between knowledge that is for the
COVID-19 vaccine and knowledge against the COVID-19 vaccine in the health, economic
and political arenas so that it does not lead to hostility. Thus, the truth claim does not arise
only from one party. The party that appears as the dominant group, namely the people who
are pro to the COVID-19 vaccine, can continue to roll the knowledge they have so that more
people will implement the COVID-19 vaccine. But still have to respect differences of opinion
with people who are against the COVID-19 vaccine.

LIMITATIONS

Because this study is to understand the debate on the pros and cons of vaccines in Makassar
City and was carried out during the COVID-19 pandemic with a qualitative approach. This
research is limited to examining one large city area in Indonesia that carries out the COVID-
19 vaccination. The existence of government policies to limit travel and maintain distance in
interacting made the research team experience limitations in extracting information from
various informants. Future studies can be carried out with a quantitative approach and can
reach a larger number of samples and be carried out in various regions in Indonesia.
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RUNNING HEAD: DISCOURSE CONTEST PROS AND CONS OF COVID-19 VACCINATION
KEYWORDS COVID-19. Discourse Contest. Pros and Cons. Pandemic. Vaccination

IABSTRACT This study aims to analyze the occurrence and explain the pattern of
contestation on the pros and cons of COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City. The study
used a qualitative approach with data collection methods through interviews, observation and
documentation. The results show that the discourse of vaccination is not only healthy but also
political and economic. The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by the pro and
contra community in the arena of health, politics and economics shows a pattern of
contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the
discourse and knowledge milling about in the community and on social media compared to
those against the COVID-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in the crowded places where
the vaccination is being visited by the public, long queues are always seen every time there is

an implementation of vaccination carried out for free.
INTRODUCTION

One of the phenomena that exist in the community is the vaccination program that has been
launched by the government for free. Despite the proven importance of vaccination for the
health and well-being of the population, many people opt out of the government vaccination
schedule. The phenomenon in some countries, where vaccination rates are below 95| percent,
puts people at risk for infectious diseases that can be prevented by immunization [(UK Health

Security Agency 2014).

Vaccines are germs (viruses) that are weakened to produce active immunity when introduced
into the human body. Vaccines with all their capabilities to prevent morbidity and mortality

from infectious diseases are the greatest achievements in the field of public health (Poland
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and Jacobson 2001). Vaccines played an important role in the 20" century because they

succeeded in eradicating smallpox in 1974 and polio in 2014 (Maglione et al. 2014).

Vaccine development does not necessarily go smoothly. When vaccines become more
popular, certain groups and understandings are born that reject them, namely the anti-
vaccines. There are discussions in the community and on the internet about the anti-
vaccination/immunization movement. Research results show that this new movement
emerged when the smallpox vaccination was introduced and continues to this day (Wolfe and
Sharp 2002). The methods of disseminating information have changed since the 19™ century,
but the issues raised by the anti-vaccination community remain the same today. When traced,
the number of internet sites that discuss anti-vaccination will be far more than sites that
promote vaccination. Most of the content is similar, copied over and over from one site to
another (Kristyanto 2012). The paper was written as if it was evidence-based medicine

because it featured the names of experts with very convincing data and figures.

Over the time, the anti-vaccine movement was not only crowded on the internet but also
seminars were held in universities. Even the speaker is a doctor (Kristyanto 2012). Doctors as
'experts' are valued for their knowledge, both in terms of theory and clinical skills, so that any
information conveyed by a doctor will be easily believed by a patient, including anti-vaccine
propaganda. One of the famous figures for his refusal to be vaccinated is Sherri Tenpenny, an
osteopath from Ohio, United States (detikNews 2015). Some of his works related to anti-
vaccination, such as: (1) Saying No to Vaccines, contains an explanation of why vaccines are
detrimental to health, including vaccine complications such as asthma, autism, Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), and immune disorders (Tenpenny 2008); and (2)
FOWL! Bird Flu: It's Not What You Think, which describes how bird flu correlates with

vaccination (Tenpenny 2006).

Various factors can influence people's decisions about vaccination, one potential one being
the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspiracy theorists
explain the main causes of important events as the covert actions of certain groups who cover
up information to suit their interests (Brotherton 2015; Cichocka et al. 2016). For example,
popular conspiracy theorists allege that the 9/11 attacks were orchestrated by the United
States government to justify the war on terror and that climate change is a hoax orchestrated

by climate scientists to secure research funding (Swami et al. 2010; Wood and Douglas



2015). According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccination,
data is falsified and the dangerous side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to
ensure that pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit and Moser
2011). For example, Oliver and Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors
and the government would prefer vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism, 20
percent[ agreed and 36 percent did not. This study aims to examine the relationship between

vaccination in children and autism.

The practice of vaccination is not only symbolic but also closely related to body appearance,
identity, class and social relations. Symbols and performances are transmitted, learned, and
reproduced within families, across generations and within groups and communities (Lunnay
et al. 2011). Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new contribution. Some scholars
have criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine indecision and vaccine refusal to
recognize the gender and relational aspects of parenting as decision-making (Conis 2021).
Streefland et al.'s (1999) groundbreaking anthropological work introduced the notion of a

local vaccination culture' rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The debate about the pros and cons in Indonesia that is currently popular is the use of the
COVID-19 vaccine, which is being implemented by the Indonesian government. The
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination was marked by the first vaccination by
President Joko Widodo on January 13, 2021. The first wave, the vaccination period started
from January - April 2021 by targeting the main target health workers as many as 1.4 million
followed by the elderly as many as 21.5 million, then public officers as many as 17.4 million
people. The second wave, which started in April- March 2021, targeted a range of people,
namely those in areas with a high risk of transmission, the number of which was estimated at
around 63.9 million, followed by other communities, which number around 77.4 million
people with a cluster approach by the availability of vaccines (Badan Penelitian dan
Pengembangan Kesehatan Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). Researchers

found that there are many pros and cons regarding the COVID-19 vaccine.

World Health Organization (WHO) recommends that all countries must implement a
COVID-19 vaccine program. Every element of society has an important role in achieving
COVID-19 vaccination. According to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception
can affect his health behaviour. Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for
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each individual, which is also influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al.
2018). Ordinary people are restless because they think that everything that contains pork in it
is haram under any circumstances, plus many hoax issues are circulating about the impact of
giving vaccines. The COVID-19 vaccination campaign program was launched before
vaccination began, but the fact is that after vaccination began, there were people who refused

to be vaccinated.

Objectives

1. Analyzing the spread of knowledge behind the emergence of contestation on the pros
and cons of the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City.
2. Analyzing the mechanism of the contestation pattern of pro and con discourse on the

implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City.

METHODOLOGY

Location and Type of Research

This research was conducted in Makassar City, South Sulawesi Province. This type of
research is qualitative with a constructivist paradigm. Qualitative research allows interaction
between researchers and researchers as in the tradition of the constructivist paradigm so that
the data adapted is natural. Truth is a shared understanding of social reality in the form of
intersubjectivity that was born as a result of the interaction between the researcher and the
researcher. The research targets are people who are actively involved in discourse
contestation both in the real world and in cyberspace. Informants will be selected by
purposive sampling, where each informant will be selected according to the research
objectives and understanding of the problem under study, namely at least already involved in
pro debates and cons when the COVID-19 vaccine crew period starts until the time this

research is carried out.

Methods of Data Collection, Processing and Analysis

Based on the source, the data used is divided into two categories, nhamely primary data and

secondary data. Primary data was obtained directly from several respondents. Primary data
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collection techniques were carried out through in-depth interviews, participatory
observations, documentation and Focus Group Discussions (FGD). The main form of
interview used is an in-depth interview. The author also conducts the informal conversational
interview, which is an interview technique that takes place spontaneously and freely (Denzin
and Lincoln 2011). While secondary data is obtained from several related agencies such as
government agencies, as well as written data from various sources such as books, journals,

and research results.

Data analysis went through three stages, namely; first, the data reduction process that focuses
on the selection, simplification, abstraction and transformation of rough data from field notes.
In this process, data that are relevant to the research focus and data that do not meet the
inclusion-exclusion criteria are selected. The second stage is data presentation, namely the
compilation of information into statements that allow concluding. The data is presented in the
form of narrative text, initially scattered and separated from various sources of information,
and then classified according to the theme and needs of analysis. The third stage is drawing
conclusions based on data reduction and presentation. Conclusion drawing takes place
gradually from general conclusions at the data reduction stage, then becomes more specific at
the data presentation stage, and more specifically at the actual conclusion drawing stage. This
series of processes shows that the qualitative data analysis in this study combines the stages
of data reduction, data presentation, and conclusion drawing repeatedly and cyclically (Miles
and Huberman 1994; Moleong 1999).

RESULTS

Discourse Contest between the Pros and Cons of the COVID-19 Vaccine

The implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City is marked by the
presence of people who are pro and contra. Despite the various socialization efforts that have
been carried out by the government to invite the public to implement the vaccine there are
still many people who do not want to implement the vaccine. Debates about the pros and cons

of discourse in the public sphere and social media always occur.

The Health Human Resources (HR) group appears to have carried out vaccinations 1 and 2

and has reached 100 percent already vaccinated. Meanwhile, public officials such as
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Lecturers, Teachers, Soldiers, Police, and State Civil Apparatus, including private employees,
have reached 89.12 percent who have received the second vaccine or 611,985 of the 694,477
people targeted for the vaccine. While the elderly group reached as low as 20.01 percent or
150,871 people who received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine
reached 12.78 percent or 96,315 people. While the general public showed that of the
4,571,997 people who were targeted for the vaccine, only about 34.57 percent or 1,580,455
people had received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine only
reached 20.05 percent or 916,603 people who had just received the vaccine. 2. While the
group of adolescents who became the target group was 978,890 people and those who had
received vaccine 1 had reached 50.94 percent or 498,631 people, while those who had
received the second vaccine were 30.38 percent or 297,425 people. Overall, of the 7,058,141
who were targeted for the new vaccine, around 42.92 percent or 3,029,642 people had
received the first vaccine, while those who received the second vaccine only reached 28.21
percent or 1,991,177 people (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). This data
shows that herd immunity has not been achieved because ideally, people who must receive
the vaccine are above 75 percent of the total population who are the target group of the
vaccine. One of the obstacles to the slow achievement of herd immunity is the emergence of

groups that are against the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Data related to the implementation of vaccination in the city of Makassar shows a number
that is quite encouraging for those who are pro-vaccines. Makassar City is one of the
districts/cities with the highest vaccine participation rate among districts/cities in South
Sulawesi Province. Makassar City already has around 75.34 percent of people who have
received the first vaccine, while people who have received the second vaccine have reached
54.36 percent (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). This data shows that
Makassar City is the region with the highest number of vaccines receiving the first and
second vaccines among the Kota regencies in South Sulawesi. Although the number is quite
high, it has not yet reached herd immunity. The existence of community resistance is one of

the factors that slow the achievement of herd immunity in Makassar City.

For the people of Makassar City, the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination is not just
a health discourse, but also involves economic, political and religious discourse. The
following is a presentation of the discourse on the pros and cons of implementing the

COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City in various spheres and discourses.
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COVID-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Health Discourse

There are various kinds of discourses put forward by the community regarding the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City. People in Makassar City
consider that the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination is not merely a medical or
health issue, but also related to economic and political issues and even religious issues.
Discourse battles occur in various arenas, both in the real world and in the virtual or virtual
world. Discourse on the pros and cons of implementing the COVID-19 vaccine has always
coloured meetings in various public spaces. Both formal and informal meetings. It is a
common thing that we meet at these meetings involving discussions about the pros and cons

of implementing the COVID-19 vaccination.

Pro
An informant who works as a private employee said that:
...said that he is pro against the COVID-19 vaccine, because according to the COVID-19
vaccine it can increase our body's immunity, and | believe that this vaccine has been
made by experts for our good in the world amid this COVID-19 outbreak, and has been
considered beforehand. Therefore | am not afraid to be vaccinated.... (AT, 03/06/2021)
A similar view was expressed by an informant who works as a Civil Servant that:
...said that she was pro against the COVID-19 vaccine because of the COVID-19
vaccination, the body's immune system increased even though there were side effects
after being vaccinated, the body felt sore and sleepy for three days. At least after |1 was
vaccinated | no longer felt worried about being exposed to the COVID-19 virus,” he
said...(AST, 03/06/2021)
Based on the statements of the two informants, it appears that both of them support the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination because vaccines are believed to strengthen the
immunity of people who have been vaccinated. The covid vaccine is believed to have been
made by experts who are competent in their field so that it is safe to use. However, there are
side effects that usually arise after a person has been vaccinated against COVID-19, such as
drowsiness and body aches for three days. The two informants believed that after someone
had received the COVID-19 vaccine, the chance of being exposed to the COVID-19 virus

was very small because they already had good body immunity.
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Respondents who were against the COVID-19 vaccination said that vaccination would cause
paralysis, and death, some even said that the COVID-19 vaccine had no clinical trial results
and was still confusing while the pros said that the COVID-19 vaccine can increase the
body's immunity so that they no longer worry about being exposed to the COVID-19 virus.
An informant from the Civil Servants circle revealed that:
..was pro or receiving vaccinations because he said that he was obliged to vaccinate
from the office but besides being required he said he was personally, the vaccine
weakens the virus, and he said it was as a preparation of the body for the production of
the immune system, if at any time exposed to the coronavirus but after being vaccinated
the immune system was already can recognize that it is the COVID-19 virus. Then he
also said that after being vaccinated there were no significant side effects because the
symptoms experienced were common symptoms felt by people who had been vaccinated,
but these symptoms were only felt after the first vaccination, after the second vaccination
the symptoms were no longer felt. However, he said that because he had a history of
asthma, after the vaccination he felt the impact that if his body was more sensitive to
dust, his asthma returned...(SSL, 03/06/2021).
Meanwhile, an informant who works as a trader revealed that:
...agrees with the COVID-19 vaccine because it can reduce the possibility of severe
symptoms and complications due to COVID-19. In addition, the COVID-19 vaccination
aims to encourage the formation of herd immunity or group immunity. So, he said by
getting the COVID-19 vaccine, we not only protect ourselves but also those around us
who do not yet have immunity to the Coronavirus. Now the side effects of this vaccine
are said to be harmless, he only feels a little dizzy and gets sleepy easily, but this is
generally in the sense that all those who have been vaccinated have experienced this...
(MRW, 09/06/2021)
Based on the statements of the two informants, it appears that both of them support the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination because if someone has been vaccinated, it can
weaken the effect of the COVID-19 virus if it attacks people who have been vaccinated. The
chance of disease complications can be reduced if someone has received the COVID-19
vaccine. In addition, the massive implementation of COVID-19 vaccination in the
community can accelerate the occurrence of herd immunity. If herd immunity is achieved,
then the community can leave the pandemic to become endemic and the community can

return to their activities normally.
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Counter

Several informants who were against the COVID-19 vaccine, such as SM (27 years) and SW
(26 years):
...said that | was against it because of what | saw of people who had been vaccinated
against COVID-19, some of them were paralyzed, some even die. | have a history of
illness, so | am afraid to get vaccinated against COVID-19. People who have been
vaccinated do not rule out the possibility of being exposed to the COVID-19 virus...(SM
and SW, 02/06/2021)
..no COVID-19 vaccine had passed clinical trials and there was still confusing
information about this COVID-19 vaccine. This COVID-19 vaccination was carried out
too hastily, and it is not certain whether this vaccine is safe or not, but it has been
carried out. Because doing vaccinations that have not been clinically tested can cause
new health problems,” he said...(SW, 04/06/2021)
Based on the statements of SM and SW, who are both housewives, it appears that the reason
she refused to be vaccinated was due to their knowledge system that the COVID-19 vaccine
injected to someone did not go through good clinical trials. COVID-19 vaccines that have not
gone through clinical trials can cause new diseases in people who have been vaccinated.
COVID-19 vaccination, is something that is forced and done in a hurry. There were cases that
they got from their friends that people who had been vaccinated against COVID-19 were
paralyzed and some even died. There is no guarantee from the government and the media,
that people who have been vaccinated will be free from getting the virus, instead they still
have the chance to be attacked by the COVID-19 virus.
The same thing was conveyed by informant AS (31 years) a private employee who stated that
he refused to be vaccinated because:
..there were many cases of people getting sick after being vaccinated. A paralyzed
person, it was even reported that someone died after being vaccinated. There is also
news of people who are positive for COVID-19, even though they have been vaccinated...
(AS, 06/06/2021)
The refusal to be vaccinated in the AS is due to the knowledge system it has that the Covid-
19 vaccine can make a person paralyzed and die. It was also proven that people who had been
vaccinated, but later were sentenced to experience COVID-19. Based on this, the informants

refused to be vaccinated against COVID-19.
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COVID-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Political Discourse

Pro

According to AN (23 years old), a master's degree student at a well-known university in the
city of Makassar revealed that:
....For example, if the vaccine is indeed an antidote to COVID-19, then | agree, as long
as no one feels harmed by the vaccine, why not. The vaccine is a form of the
government's anticipation process to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus to
protect its people...(AN, 13/07/2021)
Based on the statement of the source, it seems that it refers more to the government's efforts
to prevent the spread of the virus through vaccines than the public is afraid of the rise of news
about the dangers of vaccines whose truth cannot be trusted.
Meanwhile, according to informant AD (45 years old):
..that the government has a moral responsibility to protect all its people from the
dangers of the coronavirus. The government's reputation is at stake in dealing with the
COVID-19 issue. Therefore, as a good citizen, | am obliged to help the government to
make the COVID-19 vaccination successful. | believe that the government will not
plunge its people into the vaccine. | am ready to be vaccinated to protect myself, my
family and society in general from the spread of the coronavirus...(AD, 14/07/2021)
Based on the information from Mr Alimuddin, it appears that he strongly supports the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination and he has a responsibility to help the
government and wants to be vaccinated as an effort to protect himself, his family and society.

Counter

Informant MFR (23 years old):
revealed that he had doubts about the COVID-19 vaccination and was also surprised at
the government which seemed to oblige the public to be vaccinated. In addition, the
interviewees also wondered why the vaccine was made so fast, whereas if you think
about it using the logic of making a vaccine, it has a long time frame because a extra
thorough research must be carried out so that it can be used as an antidote to the virus
(MFR, 05/06/2021)

A more extreme view is expressed by AM (21 years old):
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...saying that this vaccination resembles a fascist-style program. Because in several
countries there is a large depopulation of the population due to the trial vaccine. This
informant does not yet believe in the existence of COVID-19 because until now its
whereabouts are still unclear. So why receive vaccinations if the virus that is currently
being discussed is still unclear? According to him, this is just a conspiracy. that the
vaccines that are circulated in the world are made by capitalist companies whose
scientific base is not medical personnel. So, no one knows in the future what will happen
to people who have been vaccinated, because of the fluids that enter the bodies of these
people we do not know what fluids are made of...(AM, 04/07/2021)

Based on the statements of the two informants, it appears that MFR and AM refused because
the COVID-19 vaccine did not go through a research process. After all, it went through a
short duration of time, whereas normally vaccines go through longer research results or can
only be used for years. The government seems to be forcing people to participate in vaccines.
The AM informant suspects that the COVID-19 vaccine is an attempt to reduce the earth's
population by pharmaceutical capitalist companies. According to AM's knowledge system,
the COVID-19 vaccine is political because it was not made by people with a medical expert
background, so there is no guarantee of what it will be like in the future for people who have
received the COVID-19 vaccine.

COVID-19 Vaccine in Economic Discourse Battle

Pro

According to informant SR (45 years old):
...people need to receive vaccines immediately to achieve immunity. If people have been
vaccinated and are immune to the coronavirus, then they can carry out normal economic
activities...(SR, 13/11/2021)

The same thing was expressed by a media officer named Rosdiana (40 years old):
..that economic activities will soon run smoothly when people have carried out
vaccinations. This is because people who have previously received the COVID-19

vaccine will experience immunity to the coronavirus..(RD, 13/11/2021)
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Based on the informant's narrative, it appears that the discourse of vaccination is to accelerate
economic recovery in the community or country as the coronavirus attack must be stopped so

that economic activity can recover as before.

Counter

According to the informant AGS (56 years old):
...that the issue of the coronavirus was deliberately heralded by countries that produce
vaccines so that countries compete to buy vaccines from their countries. This is certainly
very beneficial economically for the country that produces the vaccine...(AGS, 17/09/
2021).

The same thing was expressed by MT (54 years old):
..that the Chinese State deliberately discussed the transmission of the coronavirus so
that other countries would buy the COVID-19 vaccine to protect its citizens from the
dangers of the coronavirus attack...(MT, 12/09/2021).

Based on the narratives of the two informants, it appears that they consider issues related to
the corona, including the implementation of vaccination, to be issues related to economic
problems. There is a group of countries that want to get a big advantage behind the issue of

the spread of the coronavirus.

The Pattern of Contest Between Pro Vaccines and Contra COVID-19 Vaccines

The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by people who are pro-vaccine and
contra-vaccine COVID-19 in the health, political, and economic arenas shows a pattern of
contestation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the
discourse and knowledge milling about in the community and on social media compared to
those against the COVID-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in the crowded places where
the vaccination is visited by the public. Queues are always visible during the implementation

of free vaccinations.

Referring to the vaccination data compiled by the Makassar Health Service as of September
1, 2021, the achievement of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City has reached 50.06
per cent for the first dose or targeting 551,879 Makassar residents who have been vaccinated
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from the total vaccine target of 1,102,330 Makassar residents. Meanwhile, those who have
received the full vaccine or received two doses reached 31.77 percent or 350,247 Makassar
residents. This vaccination targets all groups of people such as health workers, educators,
public officials, the elderly, market traders, the general public, people with disabilities and
students, and university students. The achievement of the Makassar City vaccination for the
first dose has reached 50.06 percent and for the second dose, it is 31 percent more (Arus
2021).

The contestation of power and knowledge as the theory of Foucault (2012), Ritzer (2012) and
Ritzer and Goodman (2008) is constructed based on a very complex scientific method. This
complexity gave birth to three alternative knowledge reconstructions described by Salman
(2012) as patterned reconstructions (1) zero-sum game, which occurs when there is mutual
negation in the contestation between knowledge, (2) hybridization, which occurs when
mixing occurs and then gives birth to new features of knowledge in contestation between
narratives; patterned reconstruction; (3) coexistence, takes place when there is a mutual

presence without mutual influence in the contestation between discourses.

The concept of hybridization is also used by Escobar (1999) in analyzing the linkage of local
knowledge with science with a cultural value orientation. The COVID-19 vaccination
practice has become a cultural phenomenon that is surrounded by various cultural symbols
that contain meaning, contestation, interests, and power relations in it. Regarding the link
between the two knowledge, Salman (2012) is of the view that when local variables
increasingly interact with non-local variables, the knowledge that is applied is not only
produced within the community but also the knowledge that comes from outside. In such
conditions, contact, cooperation, mutual reference, competition and conflict between
substances and producers and bearers of knowledge take place. This whole phenomenon is
referred to as the contestation of knowledge.

DISCUSSION

Based on the data found in the field it appears that a person's knowledge system for accepting
or rejecting the COVID-19 vaccination is influenced by health behaviour. Communities who
are familiar with using the services of paramedics in overcoming illnesses they experienced

before, tend to want to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Meanwhile, people who have rarely used
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medical services when they are sick, tend to refuse to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Religious
beliefs also play a role in determining the choice to accept or refuse to receive the COVID-19
vaccine. There is a belief among the public that the COVID-19 vaccine contains pork
elements which are forbidden to enter the body of a Muslim. Such belief is of course based
on religious doctrine, especially among adherents of Islam. Therefore, people refuse to be
vaccinated against COVID-19.

Along in line with the research conducted by Fojnica et al. (2022) who found that only 25.7
percent of respondents said they wanted to get the COVID-19 vaccine, while 74.3 percent of
respondents were hesitant or refused vaccination altogether. Vaccine acceptance increases
with age, education, and income level. The main motivation for pro-vaccination behaviour is
the intention to achieve weaponry immunity (30.1%), while the main incentive for vaccine

prevention is a lack of clinical data (30.2%).

According to the Health Belief Model theory, a person's perception can affect his health
behaviour. Likewise, parents' perceptions of immunization can vary for each individual,
which is also influenced by geographical differences (Prabandari et al. 2018). Ordinary
people are restless because they think that everything that contains pork in it is haram under
any circumstances, plus many rumours are circulating about the impact of giving vaccines.
The COVID-19 vaccination campaign program was launched long before the vaccination

started, but after the vaccination started, some people refused to be vaccinated.

Various factors can undoubtedly influence people's decisions about vaccination, one potential
one being the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspiracy
theorists explain the main causes of important events as the secret actions of certain groups to

cover up information to suit their interests (Brotherton 2015; Cichocka et al. 2016).

According to the most popular conspiracy theories related to the issue of vaccinations, data is
falsified and the harmful side effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to ensure that
pharmaceutical companies and governments can make money (Offit and Moser 2011). For
example, Oliver and Wood (2014) asked participants if they thought that doctors and the

government preferred vaccination despite knowing that vaccines cause autism.
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Vaccination is the most effective and efficient step to give children immunity in an effort to
prevent various kinds of infectious diseases. Vaccination is carried out by giving antigens

(viruses or bacteria) to stimulate an antibody response (Arifianto 2014).

Bourdieu's approach to vaccine rejection is a new contribution. Several scholars have
criticized positivist and medical models of vaccine hesitancy and refusal to acknowledge the
gendered and relational aspects of parental decision-making (Conis 2021). Streefland et al.
(1999) groundbreaking anthropological work introduced the notion of a 'local vaccination

culture' rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The term vaccine doubt refers to the delay in receiving or refusing a vaccine despite the
availability of vaccination services. Doubt has alternative connotations including
confidence/belief in various issues such as trust in vaccines including concerns about vaccine
safety, and trust in healthcare workers who administer vaccines and in those who make
decisions to approve vaccines (Suhardjo 2010).

Acceptance of the vaccine has a large number when compared to the group that refuses the
vaccine. But the group agreed that others should vaccinate and some delayed vaccination or
received vaccinations but were unsure about doing so. This scepticism is set on a continuum
between those who accept all vaccines without hesitation, complete refusals without

hesitation, and individuals who doubt vaccines also agree with vaccine refusal.

COVID-19 disease is a disease for which a definite cure has not been found, so preventing
the spread of COVID-19 disease. The State of Indonesia has guaranteed its citizens to be
vaccinated. Presidential Regulation no. 99 of 2020 concerning the procurement of vaccines
and the implementation of vaccinations in the context of dealing with the COVID-19
pandemic (Presiden Republik Indonesia 2020). Decree of the Minister of Health No.
HK.01.02./MENKES/12758/2021 regarding the determination of the type of vaccine for the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia
2020). Then, Minister of Health Regulation No. 84 of 2020 concerning the implementation of
vaccinations in the context of controlling COVID-19 (Menteri Kesehatan Republik Indonesia
2020). The implementation of the vaccination has received a lot of rejection from the
community. Various negative issues regarding COVID-19 vaccination through the internet,

television (TV) and issues circulating in their environment make people hesitate to carry out
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vaccinations. The government has a discourse that the COVID-19 vaccination must be

carried out on 70 percent of the population so that herd immunity can be achieved.

Certain social groups can also become social capital for someone who can influence
individual behaviour. In addition, symbolic capital such as religion, for example, Islam which
forbids its followers to eat pigs will certainly make strong rejection of the COVID-19

vaccination which is rumoured to be made from pigs.
CONCLUSION

Based on the research findings, it can be concluded that: 1) The contestation of pro talk and
contracts for the COVID-19 vaccine took place in the health (medical), political, and
economic arenas. The knowledge system that underlies a person's choices for the pros and
cons of the COVID-19 vaccine is based on religious beliefs, geographic conditions, health
conditions, and education level. 2) The pattern of speech contestation and knowledge
possessed by related actors who are pro-COVID-19 vaccines appear as the dominating or

victorious parties to the knowledge of actors who are against the COVID-19 vaccine.
RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the conclusions that have been put forward, the researchers suggest the following
there should be mutual understanding and mutual respect between knowledge that is for the
COVID-19 vaccine and knowledge against the COVID-19 vaccine in the health, economic
and political arenas so that it does not lead to hostility. Thus, the truth claim does not arise
only from one party. The party that appears as the dominant group, namely the people who
are pro to the COVID-19 vaccine, can continue to roll the knowledge they have so that more
people will implement the COVID-19 vaccine. But still have to respect differences of opinion

with people who are against the COVID-19 vaccine.
LIMITATIONS
Because this study is to understand the debate on the pros and cons of vaccines in Makassar

City and was carried out during the COVID-19 pandemic with a qualitative approach. This
research is limited to examining one large city area in Indonesia that carries out the COVID-
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19 vaccination. The existence of government policies to limit travel and maintain distance in
interacting made the research team experience limitations in extracting information from
various informants. Future studies can be carried out with a quantitative approach and can

reach a larger number of samples and be carried out in various regions in Indonesia.
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ABSTRACT This study aims to analyze the occurrence and explain the pattern of contestation on the pros and
cons of COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar City. The study used a qualitative approach with data collection
methods through interviews, observation and documentation. The results show that the discourse of vaccination is
not only healthy but also political and economic. The pattern of contestation of knowledge possessed by the pro
and contra community in the arena of health, politics and economics shows a pattern of contestation that is
dominant. The knowledge of pro-vaccine community dominates the discourse and knowledge milling about in the
community and on social media compared to those against the COVID-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in
the crowded places where the vaccination is being visited by the public, long queues are always seen every time there

is an implementation of vaccination carried out for free.

INTRODUCTION

One of the phenomena that exist in the com-
munity is the vaccination program that has been
launched by the government for free. Despite the
proven importance of vaccination for the health
and well-being of the population, many people
opt out of the government vaccination schedule.
The phenomenon in some countries, where vac-
cination rates are below 95 percent, puts people
at risk for infectious diseases that can be pre-
vented by immunization (UK Health Security
Agency 2014).

Vaccines are germs (viruses) that are weak-
ened to produce active immunity when introduced
into the human body. Vaccines with all their capa-
bilities to prevent morbidity and mortality from
infectious diseases are the greatest achievements
in the field of public health (Poland and Jacobson
2001). Vaccines played an important role in the
20" century because they succeeded in eradicat-
ing smallpox in 1974 and polio in 2014 (Maglione
etal. 2014).

Vaccine development does not necessarily go
smoothly. When vaccines become more popular,
certain groups and understandings are born that

reject them, namely the anti-vaccines. There are
discussions in the community and on the inter-
net about the anti-vaccination/immunization
movement. Research results show that this new
movement emerged when the smallpox vaccina-
tion was introduced and continues to this day
(Wolfe and Sharp 2002). The methods of dissem-
inating information have changed since the 19t
century, but the issues raised by the anti-vacci-
nation community remain the same today. When
traced, the number of internet sites that discuss
anti-vaccination will be far more than sites that
promote vaccination. Most of the content is sim-
ilar, copied over and over from one site to another
(Kristyanto 2012). The paper was written as if it
was evidence-based medicine because it featured
the names of experts with very convincing data
and figures.

Over the time, the anti-vaccine movement was
not only crowded on the internet but also semi-
nars were held in universities. Even the speaker
is a doctor (Kristyanto 2012). Doctors as ‘experts’
are valued for their knowledge, both in terms of
theory and clinical skills, so that any information
conveyed by a doctor will be easily believed by a
patient, including anti-vaccine propaganda. One
of the famous figures for his refusal to be vacci-



2 MUHAMMAD SYUKUR, ANDI ALIM AND ASRIANI MINARTI S

nated is Sherri Tenpenny, an osteopath from Ohio,
United States (detikNews 2015). Some of his
works related to anti-vaccination, such as: (1)
Saying No to Vaccines, contains an explanation of
why vaccines are detrimental to health, including
vaccine complications such as asthma, autism,
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD),
and immune disorders (Tenpenny 2008); and (2)
FOWL! Bird Flu: 1t’s Not What You Think, which
describes how bird flu correlates with vaccination
(Tenpenny 2006).

Various factors can influence people’s deci-
sions about vaccination, one potential one being
the conspiracy theories spread by the active anti-
vaccine movement. Conspiracy theorists explain
the main causes of important events as the co-
vert actions of certain groups who cover up in-
formation to suit their interests (Brotherton 2015;
Cichocka et al. 2016). For example, popular con-
spiracy theorists allege that the 9/11 attacks were
orchestrated by the United States government to
justify the war on terror and that climate change
is a hoax orchestrated by climate scientists to
secure research funding (Swami et al. 2010; Wood
and Douglas 2015). According to the most popu-
lar conspiracy theories related to the issue of vac-
cination, data is falsified and the dangerous side
effects of vaccines are hidden from the public to
ensure that pharmaceutical companies and gov-
ernments can make money (Offit and Moser 2011).
For example, Oliver and Wood (2014) asked par-
ticipants if they thought that doctors and the
government would prefer vaccination despite
knowing that vaccines cause autism, 20 percent
agreed and 36 percent did not. This study aims to
examine the relationship between vaccination in
children and autism.

The practice of vaccination is not only sym-
bolic but also closely related to body appearance,
identity, class and social relations. Symbols and
performances are transmitted, learned, and repro-
duced within families, across generations and
within groups and communities (Lunnay et al.
2011). Bourdieu’s approach to vaccine rejection
is a new contribution. Some scholars have criti-
cized positivist and medical models of vaccine
indecision and vaccine refusal to recognize the
gender and relational aspects of parenting as de-
cision-making (Conis 2021). Streefland et al.’s
(1999) groundbreaking anthropological work in-
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troduced the notion of a “local vaccination cul-
ture” rooted in social acceptance and rejection.

The debate about the pros and cons in Indo-
nesia that is currently popular is the use of the
COVID-19 vaccine, which is being implemented
by the Indonesian government. The implementa-
tion of the COVID-19 vaccination was marked by
the first vaccination by President Joko Widodo
onJanuary 13, 2021. The first wave, the vaccina-
tion period started from January - April 2021 by
targeting the main target health workers as many
as 1.4 million followed by the elderly as many as
21.5 million, then public officers as many as 17.4
million people. The second wave, which started
in April- March 2021, targeted a range of people,
namely those in areas with a high risk of trans-
mission, the number of which was estimated at
around 63.9 million, followed by other communi-
ties, which number around 77.4 million people with
a cluster approach by the availability of vaccines
(Badan Penelitian dan Pengembangan Keseha-
tan Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia
2021). Researchers found that there are many pros
and cons regarding the COVID-19 vaccine.

World Health Organization (WHO) recom-
mends that all countries must implement a COV-
ID-19 vaccine program (French et al. 2020; Ali
2020). Every element of society has an important
role in achieving COVID-19 vaccination. Accord-
ing to the Health Belief Model theory, a person’s
perception can affect his health behaviour. Like-
wise, parents’ perceptions of immunization can
vary for each individual, which is also influenced
by geographical differences (Prabandari et al.
2018). Ordinary people are restless because they
think that everything that contains pork in it is
haram under any circumstances, plus many hoax
issues are circulating about the impact of giving
vaccines. Haram, in this context, refers to the
COVID-19 vaccine that contains substances that
are originated from pig, which is considered a sin
by Muslims if it enters their body. The COVID-19
vaccination campaign program was launched be-
fore vaccination began, but the fact is that after
vaccination began, there were people who refused
to be vaccinated.

Objectives

1. Analyzing the spread of knowledge behind
the emergence of contestation on the pros
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and cons of the implementation of the COV-
ID-19 vaccination in Makassar City.

2. Analyzing the mechanism of the contesta-
tion pattern of pro and con discourse on
the implementation of the COVID-19 vacci-
nation in Makassar City.

METHODOLOGY
Location and Type of Research

This research was conducted in Makassar City,
South Sulawesi Province. This type of research
is qualitative with a constructivist paradigm.
Qualitative research allows interaction between
researchers and researchers as in the tradition of
the constructivist paradigm so that the data adapt-
ed is natural. Truth is a shared understanding of
social reality in the form of intersubjectivity that
was born as a result of the interaction between
the researcher and research subjects/informants.
The research targets were people who are active-
ly involved in discourse contestation both in the
real world and in cyberspace. Informants would
be selected by purposive sampling, where each
informant would be selected according to the re-
search objectives and understanding of the prob-
lem under study, namely at least already involved
in pro debates and cons when the COVID-19 vac-
cine crew period started until the time this re-
search was carried out.

Methods of Data Collection, Processing and
Analysis

Based on the source, the data used is divided
into two categories, namely primary data and sec-
ondary data. Primary data was obtained directly
from several respondents. Primary data collec-
tion techniques were carried out through in-depth
interviews, participatory observations, documen-
tation and Focus Group Discussions (FGD). The
main form of interview used is an in-depth inter-
view. The author also conducts the informal con-
versational interview, which is an interview tech-
nique that takes place spontaneously and freely
(Denzinand Lincoln 2011). While secondary data
is obtained from several related agencies such as
government agencies, as well as written data from
various sources such as books, journals, and re-
search results.
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Data analysis went through three stages,
namely; first, the data reduction process that fo-
cuses on the selection, simplification, abstrac-
tion and transformation of rough data from field
notes. In this process, data that are relevant to
the research focus and data that do not meet the
inclusion-exclusion criteria are selected. The sec-
ond stage is data presentation, namely the com-
pilation of information into statements that allow
concluding. The data is presented in the form of
narrative text, initially scattered and separated
from various sources of information, and then
classified according to the theme and needs of
analysis. The third stage is drawing conclusions
based on data reduction and presentation. Con-
clusion drawing takes place gradually from gen-
eral conclusions at the data reduction stage, then
becomes more specific at the data presentation
stage, and more specifically at the actual conclu-
sion drawing stage. This series of processes
shows that the qualitative data analysis in this
study combines the stages of data reduction, data
presentation, and conclusion drawing repeated-
ly and cyclically (Miles and Huberman 1994;
Moleong 1999).

RESULTS

Discourse Contest between the Pros and Cons of
the COVID-19 Vaccine

The implementation of the COVID-19 vacci-
nation in Makassar City is marked by the pres-
ence of people who are pro and contra. Despite
the various socialization efforts that have been
carried out by the government to invite the pub-
lic to implement the vaccine there are still many
people who do not want to implement the vac-
cine. Debates about the pros and cons of discourse
in the public sphere and social media always
occur.

The Health Human Resources (HR) group
appears to have carried out vaccinations 1 and 2
and has reached 100 percent already vaccinated.
Meanwhile, public officials such as Lecturers,
Teachers, Soldiers, Police, and State Civil Appa-
ratus, including private employees, have reached
89.12 percent who have received the second vac-
cine or 611,985 of the 694,477 people targeted for
the vaccine. While the elderly group reached as
low as 20.01 percent or 150,871 people who re-
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ceived the first vaccine, while those who received
the second vaccine reached 12.78 percent or
96,315 people. While the general public showed
that of the 4,571,997 people who were targeted
for the vaccine, only about 34.57 percent or
1,580,455 people had received the first vaccine,
while those who received the second vaccine only
reached 20.05 percent or 916,603 people who had
just received the vaccine. 2. While the group of
adolescents who became the target group was
978,890 people and those who had received vac-
cine 1 had reached 50.94 percent or 498,631 peo-
ple, while those who had received the second
vaccine were 30.38 percent or 297,425 people.
Overall, of the 7,058,141 who were targeted for
the new vaccine, around 42.92 percent or
3,029,642 people had received the first vaccine,
while those who received the second vaccine only
reached 28.21 percent or 1,991,177 people (Ke-
menterian Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021).
This data shows that herd immunity has not been
achieved because ideally, people who must re-
ceive the vaccine are above 75 percent of the
total population who are the target group of the
vaccine. One of the obstacles to the slow achieve-
ment of herd immunity is the emergence of groups
that are against the implementation of the COV-
ID-19 vaccine.

Data related to the implementation of vacci-
nation in the city of Makassar shows a humber
that is quite encouraging for those who are pro-
vaccines. Makassar City is one of the districts/
cities with the highest vaccine participation rate
among districts/cities in South Sulawesi Province.
Makassar City already has around 75.34 percent
of people who have received the first vaccine,
while people who have received the second vac-
cine have reached 54.36 percent (Kementerian
Kesehatan Republik Indonesia 2021). This data
shows that Makassar City is the region with the
highest number of vaccines receiving the first
and second vaccines among the Kota regencies
in South Sulawesi. Although the number is quite
high, it has not yet reached herd immunity. The
existence of community resistance is one of the
factors that slow the achievement of herd immu-
nity in Makassar City.

For the people of Makassar City, the imple-
mentation of the COVID-19 vaccination is not just
a health discourse, but also involves economic,
political and religious discourse. The following is
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a presentation of the discourse on the pros and
cons of implementing the COVID-19 vaccination in
Makassar City in various spheres and discourses.

COVID-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Health
Discourse

There are various kinds of discourses put for-
ward by the community regarding the implemen-
tation of the COVID-19 vaccination in Makassar
City. People in Makassar City consider that the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination is
not merely a medical or health issue, but also re-
lated to economic and political issues and even
religious issues. Discourse battles occur in vari-
ous arenas, both in the real world and in the virtu-
al or virtual world. Discourse on the pros and
cons of implementing the COVID-19 vaccine has
always coloured meetings in various public spac-
es. Both formal and informal meetings. Itisacom-
mon thing that we meet at these meetings involv-
ing discussions about the pros and cons of im-
plementing the COVID-19 vaccination.

Pro

An informant who works as a private employ-
ee said that:

...said that he is pro against the COVID-19
vaccine, because according to the COVID-19
vaccine it can increase our body’s immunity, and
I believe that this vaccine has been made by ex-
perts for our good in the world amid this COV-
ID-19 outbreak, and has been considered be-
forehand. Therefore |1 am not afraid to be vacci-
nated.... (AT, 03/06/2021)

A similar view was expressed by an informant
who works as a Civil Servant that:

...said that she was pro against the COVID-
19 vaccine because of the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion, the body’s immune system increased even
though there were side effects after being vacci-
nated, the body felt sore and sleepy for three
days. At least after | was vaccinated | no longer
felt worried about being exposed to the COVID-
19virus,” he said...(AST, 03/06/2021)

Based on the statements of the two infor-
mants, it appears that both of them support the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination be-
cause vaccines are believed to strengthen the
immunity of people who have been vaccinated.
The covid vaccine is believed to have been made
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by experts who are competent in their field so
that it is safe to use. However, there are side ef-
fects that usually arise after a person has been
vaccinated against COVID-19, such as drowsi-
ness and body aches for three days. The two
informants believed that after someone had re-
ceived the COVID-19 vaccine, the chance of be-
ing exposed to the COVID-19 virus was very small
because they already had good body immunity.

Respondents who were against the COVID-
19 vaccination said that vaccination would cause
paralysis, and death, some even said that the
COVID-19 vaccine had no clinical trial results and
was still confusing while the pros said that the
COVID-19 vaccine can increase the body’s im-
munity so that they no longer worry about being
exposed to the COVID-19 virus.

An informant from the Civil Servants circle
revealed that:

...was pro or receiving vaccinations because
he said that he was obliged to vaccinate from
the office but besides being required he said he
was personally, the vaccine weakens the virus,
and he said it was as a preparation of the body
for the production of the immune system, if at
any time exposed to the coronavirus but after
being vaccinated the immune system was already
can recognize that it is the COVID-19 virus. Then
he also said that after being vaccinated there
were no significant side effects because the symp-
toms experienced were common symptoms felt
by people who had been vaccinated, but these
symptoms were only felt after the first vaccina-
tion, after the second vaccination the symptoms
were no longer felt. However, he said that be-
cause he had a history of asthma, after the vacci-
nation he felt the impact that if his body was
more sensitive to dust, his asthma returned...(SSL,
03/06/2021).

Meanwhile, an informant who works as a trad-
er revealed that:

...agrees with the COVID-19 vaccine because
it can reduce the possibility of severe symptoms
and complications due to COVID-19. In addi-
tion, the COVID-19 vaccination aims to encour-
age the formation of herd immunity or group
immunity. So, he said by getting the COVID-19
vaccine, we not only protect ourselves but also
those around us who do not yet have immunity
to the Coronavirus. Now the side effects of this
vaccine are said to be harmless, he only feels a
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little dizzy and gets sleepy easily, but this is gen-
erally in the sense that all those who have been
vaccinated have experienced this... (MRW, 09/
06/2021)

Based on the statements of the two infor-
mants, it appears that both of them support the
implementation of the COVID-19 vaccination be-
cause if someone has been vaccinated, it can
weaken the effect of the COVID-19 virus if it at-
tacks people who have been vaccinated. The
chance of disease complications can be reduced
if someone has received the COVID-19 vaccine.
In addition, the massive implementation of COV-
ID-19 vaccination in the community can acceler-
ate the occurrence of herd immunity. If herd im-
munity is achieved, then the community can leave
the pandemic to become endemic and the com-
munity can return to their activities normally.

Counter

Several informants who were against the COV-
ID-19 vaccine, such as SM (27 years) and SW (26
years):

...said that | was against it because of what |
saw of people who had been vaccinated against
COVID-19, some of them were paralyzed, some
even die. | have a history of illness, so | am afraid
to get vaccinated against COVID-19. People who
have been vaccinated do not rule out the possi-
bility of being exposed to the COVID-19
virus...(SM and SW, 02/06/2021)

...no COVID-19 vaccine had passed clinical
trials and there was still confusing information
about this COVID-19 vaccine. This COVID-19
vaccination was carried out too hastily, and it is
not certain whether this vaccine is safe or not,
but it has been carried out. Because doing vac-
cinations that have not been clinically tested
can cause new health problems,” he said...(SW,
04/06/2021)

Based on the statements of SM and SW, who
are both housewives, it appears that the reason
she refused to be vaccinated was due to their
knowledge system that the COVID-19 vaccine
injected to someone did not go through good
clinical trials. COVID-19 vaccines that have not
gone through clinical trials can cause new dis-
eases in people who have been vaccinated. COV-
ID-19 vaccination, is something that is forced and
done in a hurry. There were cases that they got
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from their friends that people who had been vac-
cinated against COVID-19 were paralyzed and
some even died. There is no guarantee from the
government and the media, that people who have
been vaccinated will be free from getting the vi-
rus, instead they still have the chance to be at-
tacked by the COVID-19 virus.

The same thing was conveyed by informant
AS (31 years) a private employee who stated that
he refused to be vaccinated because:

...there were many cases of people getting
sick after being vaccinated. A paralyzed person,
it was even reported that someone died after
being vaccinated. There is also news of people
who are positive for COVID-19, even though they
have been vaccinated... (AS, 06/06/2021)

The refusal to be vaccinated in the AS is due
to the knowledge system it has that the Covid-19
vaccine can make a person paralyzed and die. It
was also proven that people who had been vacci-
nated, but later were sentenced to experience
COVID-19. Based on this, the informants refused
to be vaccinated against COVID-19.

COVID-19 Vaccine in the Battle of Political
Discourse

Pro

According to AN (23 years old), a master’s
degree student at a well-known university in the
city of Makassar revealed that:

....For example, if the vaccine is indeed an
antidote to COVID-19, then | agree, as long as
no one feels harmed by the vaccine, why not. The
vaccine is a form of the government’s anticipa-
tion process to prevent the spread of the COVID-
19 virus to protect its people...(AN, 13/07/2021)

Based on the statement of the source, it seems
that it refers more to the government’s efforts to
prevent the spread of the virus through vaccines
than the public is afraid of the rise of news about
the dangers of vaccines whose truth cannot be
trusted.

Meanwhile, according to informant AD (45
years old):

...that the government has a moral responsi-
bility to protect all its people from the dangers
of the coronavirus. The government’s reputation
is at stake in dealing with the COVID-19 issue.
Therefore, as a good citizen, | am obliged to help

Ethno Med, 00(000): 0000 (2022)

the government to make the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion successful. | believe that the government
will not plunge its people into the vaccine. | am
ready to be vaccinated to protect myself, my fam-
ily and society in general from the spread of the
coronavirus...(AD, 14/07/2021)

Based on the information from Mr Alimuddin,
it appears that he strongly supports the imple-
mentation of the COVID-19 vaccination and he
has a responsibility to help the government and
wants to be vaccinated as an effort to protect
himself, his family and society.

Counter

Informant MFR (23 years old):

revealed that he had doubts about the COV-
ID-19 vaccination and was also surprised at the
government which seemed to oblige the public
to be vaccinated. In addition, the interviewees
also wondered why the vaccine was made so
fast, whereas if you think about it using the log-
ic of making a vaccine, it has a long time frame
because a extra thorough research must be car-
ried out so that it can be used as an antidote to
the virus (MFR, 05/06/2021)

Amore extreme view is expressed by AM (21
years old):

...saying that this vaccination resembles a
fascist-style program. Because in several coun-
tries there is a large depopulation of the popu-
lation due to the trial vaccine. This informant
does not yet believe in the existence of COVID-
19 because until now its whereabouts are still
unclear. So why receive vaccinations if the virus
that is currently being discussed is still unclear?
According to him, this is just a conspiracy. that
the vaccines that are circulated in the world are
made by capitalist companies whose scientific
base is not medical personnel. So, no one knows
in the future what will happen to people who
have been vaccinated, because of the fluids that
enter the bodies of these people we do not know
what fluids are made of...(AM, 04/07/2021)

Based on the statements of the two infor-
mants, it appears that MFR and AM refused be-
cause the COVID-19 vaccine did not go through
a research process. After all, it went through a
short duration of time, whereas normally vaccines
go through longer research results or can only be
used for years. The government seems to be forc-
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ing people to participate in vaccines. The AM
informant suspects that the COVID-19 vaccine is
an attempt to reduce the earth’s population by
pharmaceutical capitalist companies. According
to AM’s knowledge system, the COVID-19 vac-
cine is political because it was not made by people
with a medical expert background, so there is no
guarantee of what it will be like in the future for
people who have received the COVID-19 vaccine.

COVID-19 Vaccine in Economic Discourse
Battle

Pro

According to informant SR (45 years old):

...people need to receive vaccines immedi-
ately to achieve immunity. If people have been
vaccinated and are immune to the coronavirus,
then they can carry out normal economic
activities...(SR, 13/11/2021)

The same thing was expressed by a media
officer named Rosdiana (40 years old):

...that economic activities will soon run
smoothly when people have carried out vacci-
nations. This is because people who have previ-
ously received the COVID-19 vaccine will expe-
rience immunity to the coronavirus..(RD, 13/11/
2021)

Based on the informant’s narrative, it appears
that the discourse of vaccination is to accelerate
economic recovery in the community or country
as the coronavirus attack must be stopped so
that economic activity can recover as before.

Counter

According to the informant AGS (56 years
old):

...that the issue of the coronavirus was delib-
erately heralded by countries that produce vac-
cines so that countries compete to buy vaccines
from their countries. This is certainly very bene-
ficial economically for the country that produc-
esthe vaccine...(AGS, 17/09/ 2021).

The same thing was expressed by MT (54
years old):

...that the Chinese State deliberately dis-
cussed the transmission of the coronavirus so
that other countries would buy the COVID-19
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vaccine to protect its citizens from the dangers
of the coronavirus attack...(MT, 12/09/2021).

Based on the narratives of the two informants,
it appears that they consider issues related to the
corona, including the implementation of vaccina-
tion, to be issues related to economic problems.
There is a group of countries that want to get a
big advantage behind the issue of the spread of
the coronavirus.

The Pattern of Contest Between Pro Vaccines
and Contra COVID-19 Vaccines

The pattern of contestation of knowledge
possessed by people who are pro-vaccine and
contra-vaccine COVID-19 in the health, political,
and economic arenas shows a pattern of contes-
tation that is dominant. The knowledge of pro-
vaccine community dominates the discourse and
knowledge milling about in the community and
on social media compared to those against the
COVID-19 vaccine. This symptom can be seen in
the crowded places where the vaccination is vis-
ited by the public. Queues are always visible dur-
ing the implementation of free vaccinations.

Referring to the vaccination data compiled by
the Makassar Health Service as of September 1,
2021, the achievement of the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion in Makassar City has reached 50.06 per cent
for the first dose or targeting 551,879 Makassar
residents who have been vaccinated from the to-
tal vaccine target of 1,102,330 Makassar residents.
Meanwhile, those who have received the full vac-
cine or received two doses reached 31.77 percent
or 350,247 Makassar residents. This vaccination
targets all groups of people such as health work-
ers, educators, public officials, the elderly, market
traders, the general public, people with disabili-
ties and students, and university students. The
achievement of the Makassar City vaccination
for the first dose has reached 50.06 percent and
for the second dose, it is 31 percent more (Arus
2021).

The contestation of power and knowledge as
the theory of Foucault (2012), Ritzer (2012) and
Ritzer and Goodman (2008) is constructed based
on a very complex scientific method. This com-
plexity gave birth to three alternative knowledge
reconstructions described by Salman (2012) as
patterned reconstructions (1) zero-sum game,
which occurs when there is mutual negation in
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the contestation between knowledge, (2) hybrid-
ization, which occurs when mixing occurs and
then gives birth to new features of knowledge in
contestation between narratives; patterned recon-
struction; (3) coexistence, takes place when there
is a mutual presence without mutual influence in
the contestation between discourses.

The concept of hybridization is also used by
Escobar (1999) in analyzing the linkage of local
knowledge with science with a cultural value ori-
entation. The COVID-19 vaccination practice has
become a cultural phenomenon that is surround-
ed by various cultural symbols that contain mean-
ing, contestation, interests, and power relations
in it. Regarding the link between the two knowl-
edge, Salman (2012) is of the view that when local
variables increasingly interact with non-local vari-
ables, the knowledge that is applied is not only
produced within the community but also the
knowledge that comes from outside. In such con-
ditions, contact, cooperation, mutual reference,
competition and conflict between substances and
producers and bearers of knowledge take place.
This whole phenomenon is referred to as the con-
testation of knowledge.

DISCUSSION

Based on the data found in the field it appears
that a person’s knowledge system for accepting
or rejecting the COVID-19 vaccination is influ-
enced by health behaviour. Communities who are
familiar with using the services of paramedics in
overcoming illnesses they experienced before,
tend to want to get the COVID-19 vaccine. Mean-
while, people who have rarely used medical ser-
vices when they are sick, tend to refuse to get the
COVID-19 vaccine. Religious beliefs also play a
role in determining the choice to accept or refuse
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. There is a belief
among the public that the COVID-19 vaccine con-
tains pork elements which are forbidden to enter
the body of a Muslim. Such belief is of course
based on religious doctrine, especially among
adherents of Islam. Therefore, people refuse to
be vaccinated against COVID-19.

Along in line with the research conducted by
Fojnicaetal. (2022) who found that only 25.7 per-
cent of respondents said they wanted to get the
COVID-19 vaccine, while 74.3 percent of respon-
dents were hesitant or refused vaccination alto-
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gether. Vaccine acceptance increases with age,
education, and income level. The main motiva-
tion for pro-vaccination behaviour is the inten-
tion to achieve weaponry immunity (30.1%), while
the main incentive for vaccine prevention is a
lack of clinical data (30.2%).

According to the Health Belief Model theory,
a person’s perception can affect his health be-
haviour. Likewise, parents’ perceptions of immu-
nization can vary for each individual, which is
also influenced by geographical differences (Pra-
bandari et al. 2018). Ordinary people are restless
because they think that everything that contains
pork in it is haram under any circumstances, plus
many rumours are circulating about the impact of
giving vaccines. The COVID-19 vaccination cam-
paign program was launched long before the vac-
cination started, but after the vaccination start-
ed, some people refused to be vaccinated.

Various factors can undoubtedly influence
people’s decisions about vaccination, one po-
tential one being the conspiracy theories spread
by the active anti-vaccine movement. Conspira-
cy theorists explain the main causes of important
events as the secret actions of certain groups to
cover up information to suit their interests (Broth-
erton 2015; Cichocka et al. 2016).

According to the most popular conspiracy
theories related to the issue of vaccinations, data
is falsified and the harmful side effects of vac-
cines are hidden from the public to ensure that
pharmaceutical companies and governments can
make money (Offitand Moser 2011). For example,
Oliver and Wood (2014) asked participants if they
thought that doctors and the government pre-
ferred vaccination despite knowing that vaccines
cause autism.

Vaccination is the most effective and efficient
step to give children immunity in an effort to pre-
vent various kinds of infectious diseases. Vacci-
nation is carried out by giving antigens (viruses
or bacteria) to stimulate an antibody response
(Arifianto 2014).

Bourdieu’s approach to vaccine rejection is a
new contribution. Several scholars have criticized
positivist and medical models of vaccine hesitan-
cy and refusal to acknowledge the gendered and
relational aspects of parental decision-making
(Conis 2021). Streefland et al. (1999) groundbreak-
ing anthropological work introduced the notion
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of a ‘local vaccination culture’ rooted in social
acceptance and rejection.

The term vaccine doubt refers to the delay in
receiving or refusing a vaccine despite the avail-
ability of vaccination services. Doubt has alter-
native connotations including confidence/belief
in various issues such as trust in vaccines in-
cluding concerns about vaccine safety, and trust
in healthcare workers who administer vaccines
and in those who make decisions to approve vac-
cines (Suhardjo 2010).

Acceptance of the vaccine has a large num-
ber when compared to the group that refuses the
vaccine. But the group agreed that others should
vaccinate and some delayed vaccination or re-
ceived vaccinations but were unsure about do-
ing so. This scepticism is set on a continuum
between those who accept all vaccines without
hesitation, complete refusals without hesitation,
and individuals who doubt vaccines also agree
with vaccine refusal.

COVID-19 disease is a disease for which a
definite cure has not been found, so preventing
the spread of COVID-19 disease. The State of
Indonesia has guaranteed its citizens to be vacci-
nated. Presidential Regulation no. 99 of 2020 con-
cerning the procurement of vaccines and the
implementation of vaccinations in the context of
dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic (Presiden
Republik Indonesia 2020). Decree of the Minister
of Health No. HK.01.02/MENKES/12758/2021 re-
garding the determination of the type of vaccine
for the implementation of the COVID-19 vaccina-
tion (Kementerian Kesehatan Republik Indone-
sia 2020). Then, Minister of Health Regulation
No. 84 of 2020 concerning the implementation of
vaccinations in the context of controlling COV-
ID-19 (Menteri Kesehatan Republik Indonesia
2020). The implementation of the vaccination has
received a lot of rejection from the community.
Various negative issues regarding COVID-19 vac-
cination through the internet, television (TV) and
issues circulating in their environment make peo-
ple hesitate to carry out vaccinations. The gov-
ernment has a discourse that the COVID-19 vac-
cination must be carried out on 70 percent of the
population so that herd immunity can be
achieved.

Certain social groups can also become social
capital for someone who can influence individual
behaviour. In addition, symbolic capital such as
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religion, for example, Islam which forbids its fol-
lowers to eat pigs will certainly make strong re-
jection of the COVID-19 vaccination which is ru-
moured to be made from pigs.

CONCLUSION

Based on the research findings, it can be con-
cluded that: 1) The contestation of pro talk and
contracts for the COVID-19 vaccine took place in
the health (medical), political, and economic are-
nas. The knowledge system that underlies a per-
son’s choices for the pros and cons of the COV-
ID-19 vaccine is based on religious beliefs, geo-
graphic conditions, health conditions, and edu-
cation level. 2) The pattern of speech contesta-
tion and knowledge possessed by related actors
who are pro-COVID-19 vaccines appear as the
dominating or victorious parties to the knowl-
edge of actors who are against the COVID-19
vaccine.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the conclusions that have been put
forward, the researchers suggest the following
there should be mutual understanding and mutu-
al respect between knowledge that is for the COV-
ID-19 vaccine and knowledge against the COV-
ID-19 vaccine in the health, economic and politi-
cal arenas so that it does not lead to hostility.
Thus, the truth claim does not arise only from
one party. The party that appears as the domi-
nant group, namely the people who are pro to the
COVID-19 vaccine, can continue to roll the knowl-
edge they have so that more people will imple-
ment the COVID-19 vaccine. But still have to re-
spect differences of opinion with people who are
against the COVID-19 vaccine.

LIMITATIONS

Because this study is to understand the de-
bate on the pros and cons of vaccines in Makas-
sar City and was carried out during the COVID-19
pandemic with a qualitative approach. This re-
search is limited to examining one large city area
in Indonesia that carries out the COVID-19 vacci-
nation. The existence of government policies to
limit travel and maintain distance in interacting
made the research team experience limitations in
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extracting information from various informants.
Future studies can be carried out with a quantita-
tive approach and can reach a larger number of
samples and be carried out in various regions in
Indonesia.
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