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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION
This chapter presents introduction. It deals with background, research questions, objectives, significance and scope of the research. Each of those parts is presented systematically in turn in the following. 

A. Background
Knowledge of English has become an essential part of everyday life of the global world. Many people are using English in nearly every sector and for international relations. Ehrlich (2008) estimates that more than 300 million people are speaking English as their native language and more than 400 million are speaking it as a second or foreign language. Altan (2012) argues that the importance of English as a worldwide language has been increasing rapidly and more people are aware of the fact that at least some knowledge of English is necessary to get ahead in life since it brings high social status to the individual, as well as extending job opportunities.
There are some perspectives which stated that learners’ beliefs about foreign language learning. They have been stressed in educational research because they are regarded as fundamental to learners’ progress. Therefore, understanding learners’ beliefs about language learning is essential to understanding learner strategies and planning appropriate language instruction. Beliefs about language learning relate to the domain of affective variables, such as attitudes, motivation, opinions, assumptions, and perceived ideas about the nature of language learning.For example, these beliefs refer to the students’ attitude and opinions about the foreign language aptitude, the nature of the language learning, the difficulty of language learning, motivation and expectations to the language learning. 
Furthermore, the nature and effects of learner beliefs on language learning have been increasingly recognized since Joan Rubin’s (1975) depiction of the good language learner (GLL): beliefs are important because learners hold their belief to be true and these beliefs then guide how they interpret their experiences and how they behave.In order to identify language learner’ beliefs in a systematic way, Horwitz (1987) develop the Beliefs aboutLanguage Learning Inventory (BALLI). The BALLI is used to assess the learners’ beliefs in five areas:” foreign language aptitude, the difficulty of language learning, the nature of language learning, learning and communication strategies, and motivations” (Horwitz, 1987: 121).
Research on the beliefs about language learning since Horwitz’s pioneering study has revealed that some of these beliefs held by the students have effects on their learning. However, there is still a great shortage of research that investigates the beliefs of learners and especially on those who are foreign-language students. Therefore, it is generally agreed that individual language learners hold different beliefs about how language is learned. Individual beliefs about language learning may consciously or unconsciously influence learners’ approaches to or behaviors in language learning. For example,learners who embrace the importance of learning grammar would focus on learning the structureof a sentence or the patterns of a language in formal language learning. As Horwitz (1987 and 1999) insisted, it is important to understand learner beliefs to better understand learner approaches to language learning, and learners’ use of learning strategies to appropriately plan language instruction.
In addition, research shows that different factors influence the type and frequency of language learning strategy use. Gavriilidou and Psaltou- Joycey (2009: 14-17) state that these factors are proficiency level, age, gender, motivation, learning style, field of study/career orientation, culture, beliefs, task requirements, language teaching method and language being learned. The objective of this research which was investigated is belief about language learning.
Green and Oxford (1995:265) state that active use of strategies helps students attain higher proficiency. Besides, language learning strategies are the ways for students become more autonomous. Therefore, it is important for teacher to introduce and give information about language learning strategies for their students.

Research studies on the correlation among belief about language learning, language learning strategy use and achievement of the students have shown that belief about language learning may influence students learning strategies where knowledge of learners’ belief may also help to explain the way strategies they want to apply to answer the greatest challenges and opportunity of the 21st century and ensure that they will success in school by any concept of curriculum.
In relation to the explanation above, the researcher was interested in conducting a research under the title “The Correlation among Beliefs about Language Learning, Language Learning Strategies and English Achievement of The Second Year Students of SMANegeri 1 Sinjai”
B. Research Questions

Based on the background above and investigating the correlation among beliefs about language learning, language learning strategies used and the English achievement of the second year students of SMA Negeri 1 Sinjai, the researcher formulates the following research questions.

1. What are beliefs of the second year students of SMA Negeri 1 Sinjai concerning language learning?

2. What are language learning strategies that are frequently used by the second year students of SMA Nageri 1 Sinjai?

3. Which level or category of the English achievement is obtained by the second year studentsof SMA Negeri 1 Sinjai?
4. Is there any significant correlation among students’ beliefs about language learning, language learning strategies used and the English achievement of the second year students of SMA Negeri 1 Sinjai?
C. Objectives of the Research

In relation to the research questions above, the objectives of the research are:
1. to identify beliefs of the second year students of SMA Negeri 1 Sinjai concerning language learning.

2. to identify language learning strategies those are frequently used by the second year students of SMA Negeri 1 Sinjai.
3. to find out the level or category of English achievement of the second year students of SMA Negeri 1 Sinjai. 
4. to find out whether or not there is any significant correlation among students’ beliefs about language learning, language learning strategies used and the English achievement of the second year students of SMA Negeri 1 Sinjai.
D. Significance of the Research

This research is covered by two kinds of significance, namely theoretical and practical significance. Theoretically, this research is expected to give useful information and even to introduce the students and the teachers about the language learning strategies, particularly the six strategies that are introduced by Oxford, such as memory, cognitive, compensation, metacognitive, affective and social strategies. Besides, it is expected to introduce the term of beliefs about language learning that is proposed by Horwitz including five aspects, namely foreign language aptitude, the difficulty of language learning, the nature of language learning, learning and communication strategies, and motivation and expectations. 
Practically, the results of this research are expected to give useful information or reliable reference for the teachers and the students as long as they are able to better understand the language learning strategies use and belief about language learning in order to success in learning foreign language. Furthermore, it can help the students to learn more successfully and increase their learning autonomy in learning English. Additionally, for the teachers, identifying and seeing the frequently used of the students’ language learning strategies, beliefs about language learning, the students’ English achievement and the correlation among them can become as one consideration to the teachers to develop strategy instruction and give strategy training in order to help the students in learning English. Beside that, the results of this research are also expected to become useful information or basis reference for the further researchers. 
E. Scope of the Research

To avoid the research broadening, it is important to make limitation and focus of this research. Therefore, the scope of the research is covered to the following issues:
1. By discipline, this research is under applied linguistics and psycholinguistics. For applied linguistics, this research is limited to the language learning strategies and the students’ achievement in learning English. Meanwhile, in applied psycholinguistics, this research is limited to belief about language learning.

2. By content, this research focuses and investigates the frequently strategies used by the students, how their beliefs about language learning, how their achievement in learning English and how the correlation among them. The language learning strategies divide into two types, namely direct strategies (memory, cognitive and compensation strategies) and indirect strategies (metecognitive, affective and social strategies). Beliefs about language learning refer to the students’ notions, perceived ideas, insights, concepts, opinions, representations and assumptions of the nature of language or language learning. Besides that, students’ achievement refers to the achievement in learning English based on the test results in term of listening comprehension and reading comprehension.   
3. By activity, this research was conducted at SMA Negeri 1 Sinjai. The researcher gave questionnaires and the test to the students in order to get the data for language learning strategies, beliefs about language learning and students’ achievement in learning English. Furthermore, the researcher analyzed the data using descriptive and inferential statistics through the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) version 20 for windows. 
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