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Contestation of Elite Discourse in Treatment of HIV and AIDS
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Background: The dizcourze of HIV and AIDS determinants iz dominated snd developed br international ED
tutions through WHO, UNICEF, and donor mstitutions. We 2imed to Jook at the discourze in the HIV and AIDS
prevention ditconrse by the elite. This research was conducted in 2019 in Palu City, Central Sulawes: Indonesia in

Methods: We used quaktative research aiming to obtain 2 full picture of 2 matter acconding to the human per-
Resulis: There was a presrare from vatous groops 1o that all people who have the potential to increase the HIV
and ATDS trends must be dealt with exphicitly, even caligious leaden vrped to :mmediately close down the main
source of the disease, namelv prostitution, LGBT activities that are considered very contrary to culture and any

Conclusion: The discourse in the HIV and AIDS prevention discourse in Palu citv has not vet occussed in the
discourse rrnezpy developed by the elite, even the program policies are domination and hegemonr.

o

Introduction

The controversy and complexity of the problems

mn overcoming HIV and ATDS i» Heman Immy-

nodeficiency Vims/Acgnired Immune Deficiency
Smdmhsﬁllipulﬂmc thatis mﬂnﬂrhﬂng
discussed in vagous circles. 4s it is 2 complex
heslth problem and continues to increase every
year in all parts of the world. The HIV vims does
not cause death directiy to sufferers but thereis a
decreate in bodr immumity, resulting in easily
developing opportunistic infections for sufferers
(1).
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The discourse of HIV and ATDS determinants is
dommated and developed by nternationsl mstitu-
tiens through WHO, UNICEF and donor msttu-
tions. The larpest ATDS organization in the world,
the AIDS Healthcare Foundation (AHF), = con-
cemed about the reduction m intemational assis-
tince to treat people with HIV and ATDS in de-
veloping countsies, including Indonesia (2)

In fact, the Indonesian govermnment's ability to deal
with people with HIV and AIDS is inadequate
"From around 630 thousand sufferers, only about
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290 thousand people can be handled” said AHF
Indonesia at the annual meeting of the World
Barlk and International Monetarr Fund iz Nusa
Dua, Bali | 8-14 October 2018, Intemnational assis-
tance is shonking. which is worsening the handling
of HIV and ATDS in this countrv (3). In fact, 80
percent of the funds for handling HIV and AIDS
in Indonesia have come from outside assistance.
AHF called for the World Bank to change policies
reiated to the classificaton of middle-income
countries (MIC) {4). Depreciation of assistance for
handling HIV and AIDS m Indonesia is indeed
teoubling (3,6). Because, the funds needed are
quite large According to the activists of the Indo-
nesan Famly Plannms Association (PKBI), m
2018 Indonesia needs Rp 4.2 tllion n fands to
deal with HIV and AIDS. The fund: come from
the state budpet. repronal budret, corporate CER,
assistance from vanpbs countres and donations
from internationa! donor 2agencies In faet itis es-
timated that by 2023, the required funds will n-
crease to Rp:11.6 tnllion. So the AHF continues
to urge the World Bank to reetifv its classification
of middle-income countaes (AC). AHF 15 a non-
profit organization bazed in Loz Angeles Cur-
rently AHF provides medical care or services to
more than 1 mullon people with HIV and
AIDS(7,8}

The resolution of the problem of HIV and AIDS
seems to expenence i deadlock both nationally
and at the level of the Regronal Govemment, elites
who are related to the issue of HIV and ATDS as
if they are powedless to dispel the increasing trend
of HIV and AIDS infection. There i a great deal
of aftenton to the preventon efforts carned out
through vanious strategic steps, formulated i1 pol-
icies, progrants and budget support to the imple-
mentation of ri=ky commumity assustance pro-
prams. The report on the progress of the Fisst
Quarter of 2017 of HIV and ATDS that has been
added to cases of Sexuvaily Transmutted Infections
(5T1s) provides a national picture that from 2016,
41,250 people were HIV.anfected and 7,491 peo-
plewete in ATDS-positive and in March itwas able
to be reduced to 10,376 HIV infections and 673
AIDS (9-13).
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The head of the Palu City Heslth Office, Rovke
Abraham February 2. 2018, through an interview
with the joumalist of Liputané.com Palu, said that
as many as 98 residents of Palu City cied as a result
of contracting the HIV and AIDS virus: The City
Health Office of Paiu, noted that there were 1,114
HIV cases, while ATDS had 662 cases. The highest
cases were found to be predominantiy in youth
aged 19-35 vears, with an mcreasing trend occur-
ong in housewrres. He stressed that efforts to
strmgthtn preventre socashzation activities, disg-

nosis systems, teatment and rehabiitation s13-
tems for sufferers; both within the family and the
community, were the steps taken and the actrity
was expected to not have new HIV and ATDS in-
fecbions and no more discrnunabon agamst peo-
ple with HIV and ATDS or 3 zero (14-16).

The AIDS Commission (KPA) 2nd the Health OF
fice m 2018, stated that HIV mnfection had entered
the critical zone. The discovery of 4 positive HIV

infection students in one of the State Universities
m Palu through blood transpiration carned out by
the Indonesian Red Crozs (PMI) became 2 pro-
vocative discourse for the ehte of Palu Citv. The
discovery of HIV infecton reported by PMI to
KPA 15 a very worrying case. Therefore, this study
aims to look at the discousse in the HIV and AIDS
prevention discourte by the elite.

Methods

The studr was conducted in 2019 i Palu City,
Centrzl Sulawes:, Indonesia. This study used qual-
itative research amung to obtam a full prcture of a
matter gccording to the haman perspective stud-
ied. Quaktative reszarch relates to ideas, percep-
tions, opinions of belicfz of the person being stud-
:ed and all of them cannot be measured by noum-
bers. The phenomenon of contestation of HIV
gnd ATDS prevention discourse 1= 3 phenomenon
related to ideas. perteptions, opimons and beliefs.

Informants in this study were (Kev Actors; mayor,

deputy mayor, Palu Citv DPRD, Health Service,

Social and Emg!nymmt Service, Mimster of Reli-

gion of Palu City, KPA Province and KPA of
AIDS in City of Palu, (Pomary actors were citizens
concerned with AIDS, people with HIV AIDS,
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Women Sex Workers, Locahization Customers,
Ricsk Commumities, Pimps and the Public Commu-
nity. While the secondary actors consisted of Non-
Govemmental Organizations and Community
Orpamzations such as the AIDS Support Center
(ASC), Central Sulawes: PKBI and Fatavat NU
who had access to HIV and ATDS prevention pro-
grams in Palu Citv. Informants were selected by
idenufving based on the conceptual definition of
the studv, and consideration of researchers look-
ing for research subjects using certain charactesis-
tics to facilitate obtaining research subjects so that
the information collected i= zeally relevant to the
initial objectives of the study. The method of de-
termining the mformant osed i this stody is the
Purposive Sampling method.
The st thing to do s to find the main informant
with the following coteria-
1. Informants were civil socety (NGOs, reli-
gious leaders, comnmmty leaders in the city of
Palu) who respond to the discourse of HIV and
ATDS.
2. Informants were the povate sector (busi-
nes: actor:, industnal actors, mass media in the
aty of Palu) who have a theoretical relationship
with the discourse of HIV and AIDS and are
willing to be mnterviewed
3. Informants (elite of Palu Citr, Executive
and Legislative) were related and have an inter-
estan controling HIV and AIDS.
4. In this study vung informed consent said
that all information provided by mformants
was only for research purposes and kept confi-
dental

Results

£ Deputy mavor of Palu stated that,
Insistence fromn voous proups hes nrped
that 21l those who have the potential to in-
create the twend of HIV and ATDS must be
mmediatelr addressed expliaty, even eli-
gious leaders have usged to mmmediately
close the moin zource of the disease,
nameir prostitutton LGBT activities which
are considered very contrary to culture and
any relimon. Vice Mavor asserted that the

history of Palu City from the penod of the
leadership pesiod never legalized prostitu-
tion places m Palu Citr, but there were per-
mits for cafes and entertainment venues,

2 Relimous leaders agreed to discuss
urgently to take firm sction and cloze the
places of prostitution which were consd-
ezed to violate the norms and culture of the
people of Palu City and had an impact on
the high level of HIV and ATDS infection
3, Community leaders discourse; the
main actvites that cause HIV and AIDS
take piace in the legal localization of pmos-
titution on the grounds that there are ele-
ments of the State Apparatus BSATPOL
PP} on puard and there 15 3 possimbiy for
secunty for the onpoang prostitution activ-
ities in that place.

Discussion

The discourse on the HIV and AIDS prevention
discourse in Indonesia :2ems to plav in the inter-
eits of elites to compete in uning donor agency as-
sistance with vanous motives for HIV and AIDS
prevention programs. The discourse of HIV and
ATDS is constructed by the elite and the mass me-
dia through objectivation, internalization and ex-
ternabization of the development of discourse on
HIV and ATDS, understanding the nature of dis-
course contestation which is developed mnto elite
strategies and ma:s media to accommeodate van-
ous motves of mterest (17). The nature of devel-
oping discourse 135 classified in the frame of donu-
nant discourse, conflict and hegemony (15).
Understanding the nature of ehte developing dis-
courses and the mass media planing the role of
building the discourse on the tend of HIV and
ATDS ultimately hss an impact on HIV and ATDS
policies formnlated and implerented theough var-
ious program activities manping from national pol-
icies to regional policies which of course having
various motives of interest

Discourse it 2 group of statements that are closely
related to 2 single formulstion of 2 meaningfiil ob-
ject and a group of limited statement: relating to
the same discuruve formation, even though it
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does not form a rhetonecal or formal entity. Con-
testation of the discourse of HIV and ATDS starts
from the knowledge of the determinants of HIV
and AIDS through scentific research activities
caroed out by academics working in the medical
word, proposng scientific findings gnd vanous
views and knowledge related to the causes of HIV
and AIDS infection. Knowledge that continues to
be produced and exported in discursive practice
forms a discursive subject that is alwars ina crcle
of discursive operations. Elite knowledge in dis-
cursive practices sbout HIV and AIDS prevention
has transformed mto discourses that ultimately
‘become contestaton m HIV and ATDS preven-
tion in Palu City.

Understanding of soqal construction, namely re-
ality is built socially, and reakity and knowledpe are
w0 Eeyr fterms to nnderstand it Reahiy isqa quahty
found in phenomens thatare recogrnized a5 having
their own being zo that thev are not dependent on
human will, while knowiedpe is the certainty that
the phenomena are real and have specific charac-
testies (2,19.20). Ebte knowledge related to the
HIV and AIDS prevention dizcoursze it built on
involvement in HIV and ATDS program activities,
consistency of the media to expose moderate and
extreme discourses on the discourse on the trend
of HIV and AIDS encouraging propaganda dis-
course on the people of Palu City. The reality is
that the media is capable of producing, leading the
discourse on the trend of mcreasing HIV and
AIDS with expiration on HIV and ATDS determi-
nants related to deviant sexusl behavior, rapid
LGET commumity, rampant prostitution, legality
of localizabon Elit understands the reactions to
discourses that develop as socmal realities that
shounld be responded to through a discourze ap-
proach (21

The dorminant dizcourse phenomenon was: pro-
duced by mas: media the construction of dis-
course which was instiocted by the mass media
through observing the actual public response
through pressute on the elite to be assertive and
take concrete steps throush power to close the
place of localization addretzmyg the prowing and
rzpid development of LGET communities con-
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structed by the community and elites as @ determ-
nant of increasing the trend of HIV and AIDS in
the city of Palu,

Phenomena captuted by the human senses are ab-
stracted with vanous concepts. The phenomenon
of the discourse of HIV and ATDS continues to
develop in the citr of Palu, contested and being
constructed by the commumty, the elite and the
mecis

Conclusion

The discourse in the HIV and ATDS prevention
discourse in Paln Cify has not vet occurred in the
discourse synergy developed by the ehite, even the
program policies are domunation and hegemony.
Discourse contestation in sach of the prevention
apenda of the prevention program occurs. The dis-
counrse has implications for the trend of HIV and
ATDS in Palu Gty

This study recommends strengthening adequate
Enowladpe capacity in terms of ditcourse on HIV
and ATDS determinants in constructing HIV and
AIDS prevention programs. Elite Synergy in pro-
ducing and developing discourse is needed in en-
couraging dominant discourse to be implemented
in HIV and AIDS prevention programs in Palu
City.
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