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Abstract 

This research  was aimed at knowing the impact of  (GLS) on the students’ literacy 
ability of the fifth graders at  SD Negeri Gunung Sari I,   Rappocini district,  Makassar 
city in the school year 2016/2017. The research approach used a quantitative approach 
with Pre-experimental Research design. The sample was selected  with purposive 
sampling by choosing class V as experiment class with the total number of  66 students 
and  those who were present were  50 students. The techniques of data collection used in 
this research were  test and documentation. The data collected from the literacy ability 
test result were then analyzed using descriptive statistical analysis and inferential 
statistical analysis  using  sample t-test of  Wilcoxon Test by using the test of two sides 
(two tailed test).  To test the normality of the data distribution,  Kolmogrov-Smirnov 
Normality Test was used with Asymp Sig. (2-Tailed)  of 0.002 for pretest data and 0.003 
for posttest data. Literacy ability on initial test (pretest) was in very satisfactory 
category with the mean of 83.99 and the literacy ability in the final test (posttest) was in 
very satisfactory category with the mean of 90.23. Hypothesis testing was done by using  
Wilcoxon Test Asymp Sig. (2-tailed) the value was 0.00 < 0.05. The conclusion of 
research based on the result of analysis showed  that there is an impact  of school 
literacy movement (GLS) on students’ literacy ability of fifth graders of  SD Negeri 
Gunung Sari I in  Rappocini  disctrict,  Makassar city. 

 

Introduction 

Education has an important role in the life of the nation and the state, that is to ensure the 
continuation of the life of the nation and its development.  This is as what is stated in Act No 20 of 2003 on 
National  Education System  (2003:2) Article 1 that states that “Education is a conscious and planned 
endeavor  to realize  learning conditions and learning process in order the students actively develop their 
self potentiality to possess  religious spiritual power, self control, personality, intelligence, noble 
character, and skills needed by the students themselves, the community, the nation, and the state.” 
Education becomes  a primary need that has to be acquired by everyone to be able to answer the 
challenges of  the life in the future (Novitasari, 2017). The importance of the role of education  requires 
the community members to always develop and improve as well as renew education  in order to be useful 
for enhancing the quality of national education, so that it can create human resources that are expected 
and have national civilization that is dignified and intelligent.  

Elementary school is the first formal education undergone by  the student, and has a great 
contribution as the first foundation of knowledge for further education. At the elementary school level, 
five major subjects are taught, i.e, mathematics, science, social science, Indonesian and Civics and 
Pancasila education.  In Indonesian subject the major activities are reading and writing . Today no days 
pass without reading and writing activities  (Kurniawan, 2017). Reading is one of the most important 
efforts in the teaching and learning process. It is a very crucial step that determines the success or the lack 
of it of the teaching and learning process expected  (Faradina, 2017). By reading  we translate , interpret 
signs or symbols in the language that is understood by the reader. However, what  is seen in the field is 
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that  the interest to read and write of Indonesians is still very low.  This message can be  quoted from the 
result of a research of Most Literate  Nation in the World  done by  Central Connecticut State University (at 
http://www.edukasi.kompas.com) on March  2016  that states that Indonesia ranks 60 of 61 nations in in 
interest  in reading and writing. The skill in  reading and writing is called literacy.  Literacy according to 
Kamus Besar Bahasa Indonesia means something related to reading and writing tradition. 

Students’ literacy skill  is closely related to the demand on reading skill which ends in the ability 
to understand information analytically, critically, and reflectively in this 21rst . Literacy is very important  
for the students since the skill in literacy has an effect on their success in learning and life.  Good literacy 
skill will help students in understanding oral, written and pictorial/ visual texts Literacy itself can be 
defined as literacy and writing ability.  To encourage students to be literate can be done with various 
programs at school with its umbrella.  The school programs which support  the development of students 
who are literate are the major characteristic of a high quality school. These programs  should not  become  
spectacular activities, but should become programs that form the students’ habit and culture in reading, 
writing and speaking. 

The result of research published by  Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD) in  Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) 2012 shows  that Indonesian students 
rank 64 of 65 countries by  gaining the score of 396 using average  reading score of 493 (OECD, 2014)  in 
PISA 2015 shows that Indonesian students rank 64 of 70 nations by obtaining  the score of 397 using the 
mean score for reading of 490 (OECD, 2016).  Sixty five nations participated in PISA 2012 and  70 of them 
participated in  PISA 2015. From the two results it can be said that  educational practices done at schools  
have not yet shown  the school function as an organization of learning that endeavors  to make  all of the 
members literate to support  them as  long life students.  

The news published by Khalid  (2016) states that  USAID programs priorities have done  early 
grade reading assessment of  15,941 students sampled  in seven assisted provinces  in Indonesia starting 
from 20012 - 2015. The seven provinces are Aceh, North Sumatra, Banten, West Java, Central Java, and 
South Sulawesi. The result of the study showed that many children sampled by the prioritas program can 
read well but  do not  understand the meaning of the text being read.  Their  understanding was still low 
below 80%. According to   Jamaruddin, Coordinator, USAID prioritas  of South Sulawesi Province (Khalid, 
2016) the results of the study need to be responded seriously by the local government and related stake 
holders and  the ability to understand a text  will influence the students’ comprehension during learning. 
Students also have difficulties in developing other skills which are often acquired through reading.  

Based on this consideration, the Ministry of Education and Culture developed School Literacy 
Movement (GSL)  (reading for 15 minutes before a lesson  starts) which involves all stakeholders in 
education, from  the central government level, province, regency/ city to  school In addition, external and 
public elements, i.e. , parents of the students, alumni, community members, businesses and industries als 
become important components in GSL.  

The development of GSL based on the Regulation of the Minister of Education and Culture No.23 
of 2015 on  the Development of  Character Article 1 letter 4,  “Habituation is a series of activities done by 
students, teachers, and  educators aimed at developing a good  habit and educate the generation to be a 
generation with positive character”. This is related to reading books outside of the lessons  for 15 minutes  
before  the class starts. According to Faizah, et al. (2016:2), “GLS is aimed at enhancing  the capacity of the 
students and  the  school staff to become literate.”  The activity is an effort to develop  the love for reading 
in the students and  pleasurable experience and at the same time  stimulating the imagination.  

According to Abidin (2015:351), “ this school program has become the key to the formation of a 
school with good character , that is a school which has the habit patterns that support students’ success. In 
the future.”  In line with this, an effective teaching  needs to pay attention to the need, interest, age,  
background, and environment of the students. Literacy teaching that is intended here is the reading 
culture or  reading activities at school. Literacy teaching  in  United State Agency for International 
Development (USAID) Prioritas (2015:3), “literacy reading at elementary school is very important to 
support success in the students’ academic achievement. “ This statement is related to  literacy 
competencies ( listening- speaking, reading- writing, arithmetics and considering, and observing- 
drawing) that are appropriate to be developed since  elementary school, which is then followed up at a 
higher level to access information and knowledge. In addition, the students  are able to differentiate  
useful from useless information.  This is due to the fact that literacy directs an individual to the ability to 
understand  messages  which take various forms ( oral, writing, visual). 

USAID Prioritas (2015) describes  the application of the activity of Silently Read (Hening 
Membaca) at SDN Cibabat Mandiri 4 Cimahi West Java  during  two semesters in the school year  2014-
2015 with the result of increased  interest in reading and literacy ability of the students. Besides, the 
demand for reading books at schools also grows. The result of a study by Kurniawati (2016) entitled  
Effort at the  Realization of  Literacy Literate Schools through Gelis Batuk. ( School  Reading, Writing, 
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Performing Literacy) is a program to enhance students’ literacy ability. The result of the study showed 
that there is an increase in the students’ literacy ability after the implementation of Gelis Batuk.  A further 
research was done by Wulandari ( 2017)  with the title The Implementation of School Literacy Movement  
at Elementary School at SD Islam Terpadu Lukman Hakim Al Internasional. The result described that  ther 
is a reading program  and the school policy that supports GLS, the supporting factors and the inhibiting 
factors  in  the implementation of GLS  at SDIT Lukman Al Hakim Internasional. 

The data that were collected through an observation at SD Gunung Sari I Rappocini District  in 
Makassar City on January 18 and  February 8 , 2017 showed that  the implementation of GLS  took the 
form of reading activity in 15 minutes before a lesson starts  in the school. This was seen with the 
availability of a school program, school library,  reading corner , and  reading wheelbarrow that support 
the implementation of  reading activity in 15 before a lesson starts by students and teachers. The 15 
minute reading activity is part of the GLS  habituation stage.   
This study was aimed at  1) describing students’ literacy ability before and after the implementation of  
GLS at SD Negeri Gunung Sari I Rappocini District  in Makassar City in the school year 2016/2017. 2) 
finding out the impacts of school literacy movement ( reading activity for 15 minutes before a lesson 
starts) on the fifth graders’ literacy ability at SD Negeri Gunung Sari I, Rappocini District, Makassar City  in 
the school  year 2016/2017. 

Method 
 

This study used  one group pretest- posttest design. In this design, the sample was subjected to 
the treatment  and was measured twice. The first measurement was done before the treatment and the 
second after the treatment  (Sugiyono,2012). This design can be shown in the following figure. 

 

Pre-test (O1) 
Treatment  using KWL strategy technique in reading 

lesson (X) 
Post-test (O2) 

 
The independent variable  was   school literacy movement (GLS). GLS is reading acttivity done by 

students and teachers before  a lesson starts. The reading activity lasted for 15 minutes. 
On the other hand, the dependent variable was  the students’ literacy ability, that is, the posttest 

scores obtained  by the students after being given the treatment.  
Literacy ability in GLS is the ability to read  with the purpose of understanding the contents of the 

text according to  the indicators in understanding a text and the ability to read aloud with the purpose of  
understanding the text according to the elements of the story read. 

The instrument used in this study was in the form of  comprehension questions  given  as  
posttest. The population in this study was the upper graders  at SD Negeri Gunung Sari I , Rappocini 
District, Makassar City with the total number of   185 students.  The sampling technique used was 
purposive sampling technique, that is the selection of sample based on a particular consideration. The 
consideration was that the suitability with  the focus of GLS (Faizah, 2016). The sample was the fifth 
graders with the total number of  66 students.  In this study the data were collected by doing three stages 
as illustrated below.: 

1. Peretest 
Pretest   was done before   treatment and was aimed at finding out reading ability before treatment 

2. Treatment 
Treatment  took the form of reading for 15 minutes before  a lesson starts in the experiment class.  

3. Posttest 
At this stage, the students were given a number of structured problems to compare ability to read 
after treatment.  

 The technique for data analysis used by the author was statistical technique, because this study 
was a quantitative research, so that there were  two types of statistics used, i.e, 1) descriptive statistics to 
describe  literacy ability  obtained by the students  of the experiment group. The ability to read  was then 
compared by grouping them as follows. 
  

Table  Guideline for Categorization of Students’ Literacy Ability \ 
 

Score  Interval  
( 100%) 

Category 

80 and  higher than 80 Excellent  
70 – 79 Very Good  

60 – 69 Good   
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50 – 59 Poor 

49 and   lower than 49 Very  Poor 

 
2) the study used  inferential statistics to test the hypothesis  by using t-test with different data.. 

Before hypothesis testing,  normality testing was conducted  with the aid of SPSS Statistics version 20.0. 
 

Results and Discussion  
 

This study analyzed the effect of school literacy movement ( reading activity for 15 minutes 
before a lesson starts)  on the literacy ability of the fifth graders of SD Negeri Gunung Sari I, Rappocini 
District, Makassar City. This experimental study used Pre-experimental design with One Group Pretest-
Posttest Design.  This design was selected  because the researcher  would give  treatment only to the 
experimental class.  

The sample in this study consisted of  50 students. The experiment class  was the class that was 
given  the treatment in the form of  school reading activity for 15 minutes before a lesson starts). In this 
study at  SD Negeri Gunung Sari I in  the fifth grade was selected as experiment class. 

 Reading activity for 15 minutes was done, i.e., reading aloud, in which before  the study the 
author  prepared  listening material from a book in the class. The teacher read  a short story to the 
students. The reading aloud activity lasted 15 minutes  and could be given  additional activity in the form 
of giving short questions to the students  about  the listening material. The 15 minute reading , could be 
followed with silent reading by the students and the teacher.  In the silent reading, the book used was the 
one  found in the classroom corner,  reading wheelbarrow, or  the library.  In this study  the reading 
material was in the form of  sheet  taken from a book from the classroom corner. In the reading aloud 
activity the author  filled out  a reading card and in the silent reading, the students  filled out the reading 
card . 
1. Students’ Literacy Ability  

Before  giving the treatment to the experiment class, they were given the pretest first to obtain  
baseline data for  the experiment class. After the pretest then they were given a treatment in the form of 
the 15 minute reading activity before a lesson started. After the treatment then they were given the 
posttest to find out the students’ literacy ability after the treatment was given.  Based on the descriptive 
analysis it was found out that the result of the pretest and the posttest in the students’ literacy ability fell 
into  very high category with the mean of  83.99 for the pretest and of 90.23 for the posttest. 

Based on the descriptive analysis result  it can be concluded that  the students’ reading ability of 
the experiment class fell into  very high category after the treatment was given. This is seen from the 
means for the experiment class of 83.99 and 90.23, falling into very high category based on  the 
categorization of literacy abilities. The  literary ability with very high category describes  that the literacy 
ability indicator has been reached.  Literacy ability consists of the ability to read silently and aloud. THe 
indicator in silent reading about the comprehension in reading consists of literal understanding, 
reorganizing, inferential understanding,  evaluating as adopted from Yonantin (2014). The indicators are 
in line with the focus of GLS at the habituation stage and silent reading (Dalman, 2013). The indicators for 
reading aloud to understand the content of the text)  include characters and characterization, setting, 
theme, message adopted from the result of the study done by Nurcahyo Nurcahyo (2014). The indicators 
for  reading aloud  are suitable with  the purpose of reading aloud (Dalman, 2013), i.e, to understand the 
text , including  the elements of the story.  
2. Impact of GLS on Students’ Literacy Ability 

Based on the t-test result of the experiment class, it is found out that there is a difference in 
literary ability of the students viewed from the literacy ability before  and after  treatment in the form of 
GLS ( the 15 minute reading activity) in the experiment class. 

If looked at from the difference in literacy ability  before and after reading activity, it is found out 
that there is an increase in literacy ability in the  experiment class, seen from the value of  Asymp Sig. (2-
tailed) which is smaller than yang 0.05 and  the difference in mean  in the result of pretest and posttest in 
the experiment class. Based on this result, it can be concluded that  there is  a significant difference in 
literacy ability before and after the treatment in the form of GLS ( the 15 minute reading ability before a 
lesson starts).  

The result of this study is in agreement with  what is stated by  Faizah, et al (2016:2), “GLS is 
aimed at improving the capacity of the members of the school community and environment to become 
literate”). The result of this study parallels to the result of  the study done by  (2016) entitled   Upaya 
Mewujudkan Sekolah Melek Literasi Melalui Gelis Batuk. Gelis Batuk (Gerakan Literasi Sekolah Baca Tulis 
Karya) which was a program  to improve literacy ability and reading ability of the students. The result 
shows that there is an increase in the students’ literacy ability after Gelis Batuk was implemented..  
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Based on the result it is clear that the more often  GLS is implemented, the better the students’ 
literacy ability. Based on the discussion above, it is concluded that there is an effect of school literacy 
movement ( the 15 minute reading activity before a lesson starts) on the fifth graders’ literacy ability at 
SD  Negeri Gunung Sari I  in  Rappocini District , Makassar City. 

 

Conclusion and Suggestion  
 

Based on the result of this study  some conclusions can be made which include: 1) Students’ literacy 
ability in the experiment class  was  in the very high category. This finding can be seen from the means in 
the pretest and posttest The mean in the pretest was  83.99  and the mean in the posttest was  90.23, 2) 
School Literacy Movement (GLS)  had an effect on the elementary school students’ literacy ability at SD 
Negeri Gunung Sari I  Rappocini District, Makassar City. This can be seen from the difference in reading 
ability before and after  the implementation of GLS ( the 15 minute reading activity before a lesson starts) 
with the value  of  Asymp Sig. (2-tailed) of the scores of  the  pretest and the posttest smaller than 0.05, 
which means they are significantly different. 

The suggestion  for the school principal  is to make this study  become a motivation in improving  
school literacy movement stage done  with the stages of development and  teaching: 1) The teacher can 
improve the process of the implementation of  school literacy  movement at the habituation stage, 
particularly in the implementation of  the 15 minute reading activity before a lesson starts, 2) It would be 
better  if the students try to improve  their reading  interest  and reading ability.   Besides, the students  
should  be able to improve interactions with other students first, 3) For further researchers,  this study 
could be used as reference.  
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